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Environmentalism and Its Cultic Affiliations in Buddhismf 

DIPTANGSHU DUTTA GUPTA, Post-Graduate Student, Department of History, 

Jadavpur University, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Legend says that the Bodhi Tree in Bodhgaya under which Prince Siddhartha meditated to 

attain enlightenment to become the Buddha sprang up from soil as a sapling on the day 

Siddhartha was born. Notions of environmentalism are integrally linked with Indic religions 

since the earliest times starting with the g Veda where verses are dedicated to deities, 

personifying different aspects of nature. This paper deals with environmental ethics as reflected 

in Buddhist literature and images. It deals with the critical reading of the Pali and Mahayana 

Buddhist texts (like the JǕtakas, the Tipi akas and the Praj¶ǕpǕramita SȊtras) while doing a 

comparative study with Buddhist iconography to understand notions of environmentalism. 

Early Buddhism took great care to detail the natural descriptions associated with the Buddhaôs 

life. Even after his death not before until the first century CE, his iconographical 

representations were aniconic ones seen through flora and fauna as the Bodhi tree and the 

elephant respectively. In fact, important Buddhist sites were associated with sites of natural 

importance, which in turn were associated with the Buddhaôs life. In this procedure, the paper 

also aims to find out different cultic traditions associated with the worship of earthly deities 

associated with nature, whose personification got manifested in texts, iconography and their 

related cultic traditions. This gives an idea of the presence of marginal cults (within the 

Buddhist ambit) associated with the worship of natural elements and ideas whose later 

development served as the formation of cults of Par aŜabarǭ, MǕrǭcǭ, or the Pa¶carak Ǖ deities. 

This paper will also try to address some key relevant contemporary issues of climate and 

environmental changes as had been dealt with in the past focusing from the perspective of 

Buddhist studies and history, how nature shaped Buddhist thought and ideology. 

Keywords: Buddhism, Environment, Nature, Cult, Text. 

Bio-note: 

Diptangshu Dutta Gupta is a Post Graduate Student of History at the Department of History, 

Jadavpur University, Kolkata. He completed his majors in History from the Department of 

History and minors in International Relations from the Department of International Relations 

at Jadavpur University in 2022. 
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Subverting the Male Gaze: Titane (2021) and the Abject 

BILAL KHAN, Postgraduate Student, The English and Foreign Language University, 

Hyderabad, India 

Abstract: 

The concept of the male gaze given by Laura Mulvey has been discussed thoroughly regarding 

cinema. Mulvey has arguably given a platform for a psychoanalytical framework that discusses 

the role of the woman inside the frame. Julia Ducournau in her Titane (2021), a psychological 

drama using body horror interestingly elucidates Mulveyôs theory. The film starts with an 

obvious use of the male gaze where the woman protagonist becomes the bearer of the look. But 

in between, the film shifts to a different gaze altogether. Being part of the New French 

Extremity movement Ducournauôs film is a continuation of her other controversial projects like 

Raw (2016). The gaze is not just questioned but an anti-male gaze is presented to the spectator 

where the term woman itself comes into question. The paper attempts to analyse this shift in 

gaze and the uniqueness of this approach to filmography where the spectator is allowed inside 

the frame but only to be horrified by the body horror elements of the text itself. This analysis 

will use Mulveyôs articulations to understand the anti-male gaze and try to present a kind of 

filmography that is not determined by the male gaze. The body horror elements are also 

subversive as they are used to present a nonheteronormative form of sexuality and gender on 

the screen. Even though the movie discusses quite a lot of nonconformist gender ideology the 

paper will be focused on the abovementioned gaze and its implication regarding Mulveyôs 

formulations. 

Keywords: Mulvey, Male Gaze, Spectator, Gender, Body Horror, Psychoanalysis. 

Bio-note: 

This is Bilal Khan (he/him), a post-graduate student from The English and Foreign Language 

University, Hyderabad, India. The student is doing an MA in Literary and Cultural Studies at 

the university. The student also held the position of Associate Editor in the magazine, Your 

Voice, published by The Dialogue Box, a research-oriented platform where he had also 

published several blogs. His research interests lie in fields like cultural studies, popular culture, 

film studies, psychoanalysis and reception theories. 
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Defeating Poverty and Social Stigma Through Sports: A Study of Gender 

and Society in Jean Duffyôs Soccer Grannies 

SWAPNANEEL BASU ROY, Student, MA English, Saint Xavierôs College 

(Autonomous), India 

Abstract: 

There are countless inspiring stories of people or a community who becomes victorious against 

the issues of the societies. This is evident in Jean Duffyôs non-fictional book Soccer Grannies: 

The South African Women Who Inspire the World. The book accounts the story of Rebecca 

Ntsanwisi, affectionately known as Mama Beka, who defied the social convention and started 

a soccer team for the women in her community. The text explores the lives of the group of 

elderly South African who found empowerment through playing soccer. These women dealt 

with challenging socio-economic conditions such as poverty and social stigma for being elderly 

women to take up the playing field. Sport was used as a means to improve their physical and 

mental well-being, highlighting their resilience and joy that they found in the sport together. 

Jean Duffy, through their stories, sheds light on broader social issues while celebrating the spirit 

and determination of these inspiring women. This paper examines how sport becomes a means 

of fighting against the socio-economic issues and gender dynamics in the patriarchal society. 

To substantiate the thought, the issues faced by these women will be studied to signify the 

gender stereotypes and the poverty-stricken society. The analytical purview extends to the 

journey of the Soccer Grannies and how they inspire not only the women, but also men coming 

from poverty. 

Keywords: Gender, Poverty, Social Stigma, Socio-economic, Sport. 

Bio-note: 

Swapnaneel Basu Roy is presently pursuing a postgraduate degree in English Literature at Saint 

Xavierôs College (Autonomous), Kolkata, He is particularly fascinated by how literature 

engages with and influences the general populace. He actively seeks to broaden his intellectual 

horizons by acquiring knowledge in diverse fields like Sociology, Science, and Film studies, 

endeavouring to establish meaningful connections between these disciplines and the realm of 

literature. 
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The Ethnographic Imagination and Film Studies 

Sudha Padmaja Francis (Sudha K F), PhD Scholar, Dept of HSS, IIT Palakkad 

Abstract: 

Visual Anthropology scholarship on cinema has expressed certain puritan concerns when it 

came to the ethnographic image, even from scholars who had a critique of the positivistic 

approach to ethnographic films, especially to do with the difficulty in delineating methodology 

and content in films. My attempt will  be to also understand how the process of ólookingô also 

puts together  that is at once aesthetic/formal and political/ ethical, but might not confine itself 

to the rigid formulations of  óreflexivityô in Anthropology. Rather, an interdisciplinary approach 

is needed to understand the relationship between the óimageô and the óreal, that is medium 

specific and has its own narrative strategies, in non-fiction/documentary/ ethnographic cinema. 

Keywords: cinema, ethnographic imagination, reflexivity, interdisciplinarity, image, realism 

Bio-note: 

Sudha Padmaja Francis is an independent filmmaker, researcher, copyeditor residing in 

Palakkad, Kerala, India. She has worked in editorial capacities at various organizations. She 

has made a short fiction  and few documentary films, which have screened at several festivals 

in the world. She has published her poetry and translations in various journals. She is currently 

pursuing a PhD in Social Anthropology at IIT Palakkad. 

Endangered Folk Theatre 

VENKATA REDDY MACHA, Research Scholar, Department of English, GITAM, 

deemed to be University, India & Dr.  JOSEPH RATNA JAYAKAR T, GITAM, deemed 

to be University, India 

Abstract: 

In the present world, nothing moves away from the spear of change through the effect of 

Science and Technology. It has influenced all most all the areas of the arts, cultures, and 

traditions. It is not just confined to one place. As an omnipotent, it has affected all. Coming to 

folk culture is one of the ancient cultural forms and a rich source of culture and practices all 

over the world when it comes to Telangana has abundant sources and a variety of folk culture, 

and a majority of it is in oral form. Hence, it has a threat of extinction. The origin of it is 

unknown to us. It is as old as civilization. We are responsible for preserving this traditional oral 

culture as one of the rarest literary art forms. It has an excellent scope for research too. Our 

towns and cities are less likely to encourage folk culture, and there are hardly any folk theaters 

in our modern cities. These art forms are confined to remote villages, and Telanganaôs less 
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prevailed urban cultural areas. Even today also, Chindu Plays are well known in Telangana. In 

the Telugu States, we call them names such as Baagotham, bogatham, Aata, Naatakam, 

Veedhinatakam, Yakshagaanam, Ilaata, Bailata, and Bommalaata. 

Keywords: Influence, art, culture, tradition, folk, ancient, oral, extinct, endanger 

Bio-note: 

15 years of teaching English at Govt. Degree College he is the author of SARANGADHARA 

full play-2016, THE TRIBAL KING Narrative-2016, THE MIGHTY AMAR SINGH Play-

2017, THE PORTRAIT OF RUSTIC LIVES Collection of One-Act plays-2018, THE 

BASKET OF CUSTARD APPLE a Book of Collective Poems-2017, The Wild Wail a full play-

2018, all these manuscripts were published by Ad Litteram International, double-blind, peer-

reviewed, refereed, E-journal ISSN:24566624. Besides he has been acting as the reviewer of 

ISJOA, IJOA, and Manjeer Journals. 

Portrayal of Everyday Struggles and Triumphs in R. K. Narayanôs Selected 

Short Stories 

DR. P. MENAKAPRIYA, Assistant Professor, JSS College of Arts, Commerce, and 

Science, Mysore, India 

Abstract: 

R.K.Narayan skillfully portrayed the realities of life every human encounters in day-to-day life 

in the fictional town of Malgudi through his short stories. The present study focuses four short 

stories from Narayanôs Under the Banyan Tree: óAll Avoidable Talkô, óA Horse and Two Goatsô, 

óDoduô, and óA Careerô. Sastri, in óAll Avoidable Talkô, believes his friendôs prophecies which 

warn him to avoid all quarrels, as they may threaten his personal and professional life. This 

story focuses how Sastri struggles to avoid unnecessary talks and restore his reputation with 

his owner to attain normalcy. Muni, in óA Horse and Two Goatsô, an elderly goat herder, 

confronts challenges for daily survival. When he meets a foreigner, a linguistic 

misunderstanding leads to a sarcastic but beneficial solution, as Muni unwittingly benefited 

from the sale of a horse statue. In óDoduô, an eight year old boy, Dodu, badly needs money and 

struggles to become an entrepreneur to earn some. He faces many difficulties but his 

determination pays him at the end. óA Careerô is narrated by the Talkative Man, who offers a 

job to a young man named Ramu when he owns a provision store, without knowing that this 

decision will lead to the complete destruction his career. The story further moves how the 

Talkative Man is betrayed and fate also betrays Ramu. Through a simple yet profound narrative 

style, Narayan illustrates the everyday lives of his characters with humor and irony. The vivid 

descriptions he paints of Malgudi and its inhabitants provide cultural insights that can be 

enjoyed by readers all over the world. In reflecting the essence of humanity and society, 
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Narayan highlights the charactersô struggle and triumph in a universal way. Besides 

entertaining, Narayanôs stories teach us valuable lessons about culture, resilience, and integrity. 

Keywords: Human Experience, Humour and Irony, Cultural Insights, Everyday Struggles, 

Resilience. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. P. Menakapriya is an Assistant Professor in the PG Department of English at JSS College 

of Arts, Commerce, and Science, Mysore. She has over eight years of experience. She is keenly 

interested in teaching novels, dramas, short stories, and grammar and is inclined towards 

writing stories and translation. 

Gendered Violence and Psychosis in Phobia (2016) 

DR SAPNA DOGRA, Assistant Professor (English), Atal Bihari Vajpayee Government 

Degree College Sunni, Shimla (Himachal Pradesh University) 

Abstract: 

Phobia (2016) is an Indian psychological thriller that depicts an artist as the protagonist with 

who suffers from óAgoraphobiaô. Agoraphobia is a type of psychosis that has anxiety disorder. 

The patient suffers from extreme fear of situations of entrapment. The heroine of the film 

suffers gendered violence. The interplay between her experience and the restricted space she 

occupies is hard to miss. This causes emotions of helplessness and embarrassment.  

The paper looks at the nuanced portrayal of psychosis and the interplay between 

restricted spaces and gendered experiences. Also, there are constant feminist undertones as the 

symptoms of the disease can correlate with the condition of womenôs oppression. The film 

depicts a situation where mental illness is not stigmatized with an underlying reference to the 

nexus between art and illness. 

Keywords: Psychosis, Phobia, gender, space, Mehek, Radhika Apte, stigma, Feminism. 

Bio-note: 

Dr Sapna Dogra completed her BA and MA in English Literature from the University of Delhi. 

She obtained her MPhil and PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru University. She is working as an 

Assistant Professor (English) in the Department of Higher Education, Government of Himachal 

Pradesh since 2018. 
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Participation of Women in Hindu Rituals: A Case Study of Maha Shivratri 

in Mandi, Himachal Pradesh, India 

VARNIKA SHARMA, Research Scholar, Doon University 

Abstract: 

This paper aims to comprehend the function and involvement of females in MahaShivtratri (an 

annual renowned international fair that is held for 7 days starting with the Hindu festival of 

Shivaratri, in the Mandi town ) , as well as the rituals they undertake for the deities. The 

research was conducted at Mandi, Himachal Pradesh. The researcher attended a seven-day 

MahaShivratri festival at Mandi Himachal Pradesh, the study conducted was ethnographic in 

nature. Various interviews were carried out with Develus (Attendees with deities ) ,  Pradhan 

(Head of the committee) of the deity committees, Gur (Shamans) , Purohits(Priest and Preistess 

of temples) , Bajantris( Musician with palanquins of deities)   the study explores the societal 

construct around female involvement in rituals and the existence of menstruation taboos. 

Furthermore, it also identifies the contrasting viewpoints of males and females about the 

allocation of roles and involvement between the genders. The study was conducted during 

MahaShivratri fair from March 8, 2024 to March 15, 2024 at Mandi in Himachal Pradesh. 

Throughout history, women have predominantly been seen as dependents or slaves, lacking 

equal legal status. The analysis in this study applied the Feminist Theories of Simone De 

Beauvoir and Nivedita Menon 

Keywords: Female roles, Mahashivratri at Mandi, Hindu rituals, Menstruation Taboo. 

Bio-note: 

She starter her doctoral studies in media and communication studies at Doon University in 

2023. She has qualified by the MH SET and UGC NET, and I have also delivered a paper at a 

national conference held by IMS University. She has seven years of expertise in the field of 

public relations. I have also volunteered overseas in Italy, where She worked with refugee 

children, and She has worked with NGOs that support children and animals. 

Echo of Self and Cultural Identity in Easterine Kireôs Fictions 

ISHITA HALDAR, Assistant Professor, Sambhu Nath College, India 

Abstract: 

Easterine Kire is a prolific author who was born into the Angami Naga clan and has authored 

many books. Kire sets out on a deep journey among her vast collection of books to forge a 

meaningful bond with her Naga ancestry and capture the spirit of living in highlands. Her works 

of literature explore deeply rooted cultures, Identities, taboos, rituals, customs, festivals, oral 
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traditions, and rules that are unique to a certain location. In her historical book ñMariò (2010), 

Easterine Kire, a contemporary voice of cultural literature of North East India, uses her own 

personal narrative to rebuild and depict the remarkable Battle of Kohima, which took place in 

1944. She delineates the conditions of Kohima by utilising the specific memory of aunt Mari. 

This paper also considers how the onslaught of the battle affects Mariôs personality and cultural 

identity as well as the communal persona of the Naga people. Again, Kireôs ñDonôt Run My 

Loveò (2017) deftly integrates myths, traditions, cultural identities, and the rural setting into 

the lives of love and horror with grace, lyrical words, folklores, and a deep understanding of 

human nature. This research paper conducts a thorough examination of both fictions and 

emphasizes how the historical and cultural context is portrayed in both works. This study also 

looks into how the text places itself in a pre-Christian period before the entrance of the British 

and the evangelical campaigns that followed. The goal is to appreciate how important memory 

is to maintain and create the cultural exchanges and identities of generation that has been 

traumatized by its past. 

Keywords: Angami, Cultural Identity, Taboos, Oral Traditions, And Folklores. 

Bio-note: 

Assistant Professor of English in Sambhu Nath College. Pursuing Ph.D. from Seacom Skills 

University, Bolpur, Birbhum. Qualified NET. Presented papers in several National and 

International Conferences. Published papers in UGC Care Listed Journals and book chapters. 

Food as a Cultural Bridge: Understanding Cross-Cultural Relationships in 

ñClimbing the Mango Treesò 

TUHINA THAKUR, Masters student, Adamas University, kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the role of food as a cultural bridge in Madhur Jaffreyôs memoir ñClimbing 

the Mango Trees,ò highlighting how culinary practices facilitate cross-cultural understanding 

and relationships. The study examines specific instances where food acts as a medium for 

cultural exchange, fostering empathy and connection between diverse groups. By analyzing 

Jaffreyôs detailed descriptions of traditional Indian dishes and their adaptations in different 

cultural contexts, the research underscores the universal language of food in bridging cultural 

divides. The memoirôs narrative reveals how shared culinary experiences create spaces for 

dialogue and mutual respect, transcending socio-political and ethnic boundaries. Furthermore, 

the study delves into the historical and socio-political contexts that shape these culinary 

interactions, exploring the impact of colonialism, globalization, and migration on Indian 

cuisine and cultural identity. The research paper argues that Jaffreyôs memoir not only 

documents personal and familial memories but also serves as a testament to the power of food 
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in promoting cross-cultural understanding and harmony. By situating ñClimbing the Mango 

Treesò within broader discussions of food studies and cultural anthropology, this research 

contributes to an enhanced appreciation of the complex interplay between food, culture, and 

social relations. 

Keywords: Food as a cultural bridge, Cross-cultural relationships, Cultural Identity, Food 

Studies and Culinary Exchange.  

Bio-note: 

As a dedicated masterôs final-year student, I am deeply immersed in the world of food and 

culinary arts. My academic journey is fueled by a genuine passion for culinary literature, where 

I explore the intricate narratives and histories that shape our gastronomic experiences. With an 

unwavering enthusiasm for all things food-related, I constantly seek to expand my knowledge 

and skills, delving into the diverse flavors and techniques that define global cuisines. Whether 

Iôm experimenting with new recipes or dissecting the cultural significance of a dish, my love 

for food drives me to uncover the stories behind every meal. Through this journey, I aspire to 

blend academic insights with culinary creativity, ultimately contributing to the vibrant tapestry 

of food culture.  

Bharat Mata: A Symbol of Asexuality, Inclusivity and Advocacy for Same-

Sex Marriage in Contemporary India 

DISHA, Ph.D. Scholar | Senior Research Fellow, Dr. K. R. Narayanan Centre for Dalit 

and Minorities Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the iconic representation of Bharat Mata, a national personification of 

India, through the lens of asexuality, inclusivity, and the advocacy of same-sex marriage. 

Initially emerging in the context of the Swadeshi movement and popularised by Abanindranath 

Tagoreôs 1904 painting, Bharat Mata symbolises resistance, unity, and the cultural revival 

during British colonial rule. Traditionally depicted as a divine, maternal figure, Bharat Mata 

diverges from conventional portrayals of motherhood and sexuality, embodying a form of 

asexuality that challenges normative frameworks. By emphasising her spiritual purity and 

nurturing qualities over sexual connotations, Bharat Mata transcends gender-specific and 

reproductive roles, fostering a broader understanding of identity and national pride. This 

reinterpretation aligns with contemporary asexual studies, highlighting her detachment from 

physical desires and societal expectations. Furthermore, Bharat Mataôs inclusive symbolism 

and non-discriminatory love make her a potent cultural advocate for same-sex marriage in 

India. Her serene, non-sexual gaze and independence from traditional gender roles reflect 

acceptance and equality, principles fundamental to the argument for same-sex marriage. By 
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recontextualizing Bharat Mata as a symbol of unity in diversity, the paper underscores her 

relevance to modern discussions on gender, sexuality, and nationhood. This reinterpretation not 

only enriches our understanding of Bharat Mata but also supports a more inclusive and 

compassionate vision of society, celebrating diverse expressions of human connection and 

reinforcing the principles of unity in diversity. 

Keywords: Bharat Mata, Asexuality, Inclusivity, Same-Sex Marriage, Symbolism. 

Bio-note: 

As a committed Ph.D. Scholar at the Dr. K. R. Narayanan Centre for Dalit and Minorities 

Studies, Jamia Millia Islamia, India, I began my academic journey at Miranda House, 

University of Delhi, India, completing my Bachelorôs degree, and later earned a Masterôs 

degree in History from Indira Gandhi National Open University, India. Supported by the 

Government of India as a Senior Research Fellow, I explore queer history, identity, and the 

moral fabric of the Victorian era, with a focus on Section 377 of the Indian Penal Code. My 

research extends beyond academia, with presentations at global conferences sparking dialogue 

and connections across continents. Published works and Anticipated publications will 

contribute to understanding gender, sexuality, and identity in historical contexts, reflecting my 

enduring commitment to uncovering marginalised narratives and advancing knowledge. 

Looking into Rural India: A Critical Study of P. Sainathôs Everybody Loves 

a Good Drought 

Surya Prakash Verma, Assistant Professor, Baiswara Degree College, Lalganj, 

Raebareli, UP 

Abstract: 

This article takes upon the quest of investigating P. Sainathôs influential text, Everybody Loves 

a Good Drought (1996). The article tends to critically analyse the themes such as agrarian 

distress, caste dynamics, governmental policies, and the agency of marginalised communities 

in the context of contemporary India. By examining power, inequality, and resistance within 

Sainathôs storytelling, the study provides a detailed understanding of the challenges faced by 

rural populations, including land tenure, indebtedness, and social exclusion. Additionally, it 

critically assesses the theoretical frameworks supporting Sainathôs analysis, placing his work 

in the context of broader academic discussions on development. Using an interdisciplinary 

approach, it records on how structural forces and historical legacies influence the experiences 

of rural communities in modern India. This research contributes to ongoing academic and 

societal dialogues, emphasizing the importance of addressing systemic inequalities and 

promoting inclusive policies for rural development that are directly or indirectly related to the 

current agrarian crisis in India 
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Keywords: Agrarian Distress, Caste Dynamics, Inclusive Policies, Marginalized 

Communities, Rural India. 

Bio-note: 

Surya Prakash Verma is an Assistant Professor of English at Baiswara PG College (An 

Associated College of the University of Lucknow), Lalganj, Raebareli.  He completed his PhD 

in August 2023 from the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIT Roorkee, India. 

His area of interest includes Silent Cinema, Modern Theatre, and Agricultural Studies. ORCID 

ID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0059-4713 

Tracing the trajectories of Folk Textiles in South and South East Asia 

HAIMANTI BAGCHI, Folklorist & Independent Researcher, IGNOU, New Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Weaving or textiles could be seen as trans-generational mnemonic devices, which have 

traditionally been a medium of expression and represent collective cultural identities as well 

lay the socio-cultural fabric of the oral histories, memories, traumas and resilience of a 

community. In this paper, I would be placing the trajectories of these textiles from South and 

South East Asian Countries, their precarity, which transcend geopolitical borders, set in the 

contemporary times. The techniques, motifs, process, colors and the skillful weaves of 

Indonesian and Cambodian óIkatô as well as Indonesian, Malaysian and Hmong óBatikô textiles, 

represent intricately designed visual motifs, representing the cultural production of narratives, 

characterizing the problematic identities of not only weavers and consumers within the 

community but also acts as a way of internalizing a sense of collective belonging, edifying 

symbol of transcending belief systems, showcasing various intersectionalities and 

positionalities within these communities, strongly positioning itself on a global map. Some 

textiles transcend geo political boundaries and become a medium of cultural expression 

through the diffusion of regional and cultural metamorphosis, like- óTenunô, the sacred textile 

of Indonesia and in Malaysia it represents luxury and as a precious memory aid to the daughter 

gifted during her marriage.  

The folk textile industry provides a discursive trajectory of how heirloom fabric, a 

cultural artefact or a mnemonic device can not only be eco-sensitive but also resilient across 

communities, acting as trope of a sustainable economy acting in sync with the nature. This 

paper will also scrutinize the homogenized modern market trends, rampant commodification 

and the economic struggles of the artisans which have thus affected the production of such folk 

textiles. It will also delve into case study of revival of these folk textiles and constant efforts 

by the communities to evolve and prove their fading identities. 
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Keywords: Ecofriendly, Folk Textiles, Indigenous Knowledge System, Sustainable textile, 

Pop culture. 

Bio-note: 

Haimanti Bagchi is a Folklorist and an Independent Researcher focused to generate awareness 

on folk culture, indigenous ecology and its preservation through different modes of storytelling 

techniques in the corporate world as well as before live audiences to provide a state of 

equilibrium to marginal communities, by identifying their rich culture as an initiative to 

conserve them. Her poems and short stories have been part of various anthologies and digital 

platforms like Smashwords USA, TMYS Review, Readomania, Scarlet Dragonfly, Ukiyoto 

Publishing House, Shades Publishing, The Quill House and others. Her recent poetry collection 

óAutumn of Lifeô by Authorspress has received accolades worldwide. She has presented her 

research papers for International conferences at eminent Institutes and Universities like IIT 

Ropar, Pondicherry University, SRM Chennai, Swamy Saswathikananda College, Poothotta, 

Kerala and Ramkrishna Mission, Narendrapur, Kolkata. 

Dismantling The Novice Mind Through Violence: A Comprehensive Study 

on Parzania 

DEBASMITA MAHAJAN, Assistant Professor, Dinabandhu Andrews Institute of 

Technology and Management (affiliated to MAKAUT), Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

This paper will postulate about the unfortunate episode of the infamous Godhra riots that 

occurred in 2002 by taking into account the film Parzania (2005) directed by Rahul Dholkia.  

The plot of this film revolves around a ten-year-old Parsi boy named Parzaan Pithawala who 

lives in Ahmedabad with his family comprising his father Cyrus (Nasiruddin Shah), mother 

Shernaz (Sarika) and younger sister Dilshaad (Pearl Barsiwala). Parzaan aspires to be a 

renowned cricketer and his sole companion is his sister to whom he narrates about an 

imaginative land named Parzaania, where the inhabitants would face no hindrance to consume 

unlimited chocolates, ice-creams and could lead a life as per their whims. However, Parzaanôs 

life takes a drastic turn when one day, his colony gets attacked by an infuriated mob which 

massacres numerous people mercilessly.  Though, Shernaz and Dilshaad manage to escape 

from the crime spot, Parzaan goes missing. Cyrus and Shernaz along with their daughter look 

for the missing boy in every possible place however Parzaan was nowhere to be found.  There 

was nobody who came to their rescue; besides Allen, a scholar from America who was staying 

in Ahmedabad for the completion of his thesis on Mahatma Gandhi. Parzaanôs parents and all 

the other victims of this catastrophic event gather the courage to go to the court and narrate the 

carnage they had witnessed.  Was Parzaan ever found? How did the incident of Parzaan missing 

have an impact on the minds of his sister Dilshaad? Moreover, how the concepts of gender, 
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caste, creed and religion, has an impact on the society that eventually affects the novice mind 

of a child This paper will be an attempt to examine the violence- induced trauma faced by a 

child owing to religious intolerance and communal riots. 

Keywords: Trauma, Violence, Religion, Riots, Gender. 

Bio-note: 

She is Working as an Assistant Professor at Dinabandhu Andrews Institute of Technology and 

Management (affiliated to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad University of Technology). 

A Review of Cultural Inconsistencies in the novel, The Crow Eaters By 

Bapsi Sidhwa 

V. JIBIN MONISH, Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of English, Thiruvalluvar 

University, Tamil Nadu, India 

Abstract: 

Culture is an integral aspect of our civilization that encompasses several social institutions, 

such as religion, art, caste, class, economy, race, ethnicity, and more, all of which play a 

significant part. Culture has a key part in shaping national identities since it serves as the 

driving force behind the cohesive social system. In addition, culture can be examined by 

analysing the diverse aspects of social rituals, religious beliefs, and numerous legal institutions. 

Art, including literature, serves as a repository of human lifestyles and psychological patterns 

throughout history, greatly influencing the formation of cultures. Bapsi Sidhwa, as a prominent 

figure in literature, has significantly contributed to the liberation of human civilizations by 

loosening cultural constraints. The Crow Eaters serve as advocates for change, effectively 

reducing conflicts among different religious and ethnic communities. The concepts portrayed 

in the novel ñThe Crow Eatersò can significantly impact the cultural intricacies that exist in the 

South Asian milieu. 

Keywords: Dialectics, Ethnicity, Hybridity, Society, Clash. 

Bio-note: 

Mr. V. Jibin Monish, Ph.D Research Scholar of English at Thiruvalluvar University, Vellore 

and very much interested in literature. I have also published my research articles in reputed 

journals and also one of my article is cited in Google Scholar and Research Gate. I have also 

participated and presented research paper in National and International Conferences and 

Seminars. I wish to publish more research articles in UGC and SCOPUS indexed Journals in 

the upcoming days. 
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M.N. Roy Radical Humanism: A Blueprint for modern society? 

MRINAL DUTTA, Assistant Professor( Selection Grade), BHB College, Sarupeta, 

Barpeta, Assam, India 

Abstract: 

M.N .Royôs Radical humanism vision suggests a clear plan of the modern civilization meaning 

individual freedom social justice, and rational further evolution of man. About spiritual 

freedomôs realization, Roy insists that it has not yet emerged from the sphere of the abstract 

until rationality and science interact with morality and ethics. Thus, the ideological orientation 

of Roy reflects the liberty and responsibility of individual together with the crying need for the 

organization of society in which people will not interfere with othersô lives but will try to 

cooperate with them. He also differs with the authorities of the state evident in the capitalist as 

well as the communistic system hence his preference for a system where power belongs to the 

people and therefore must be answerable. Education is still at the forefront of Royôs mechanism 

and is postulated as a phenomenon that would allow people to discharge their acquisitive role 

and become useful citizens. Thus, the education model he prophesies is secular, scientific and 

humanistic, which encourages rationality and has an enquiry spirit. In the economic aspect, 

Radical Humanism calls for work integration or state initiatives in conjunction with self-

organizations or initiatives but with everyoneôs well-being into consideration, including fair 

distribution of resources, although without leaving out the liberty of creativity and enterprise. 

These meanings suggest that there is a necessity for all the countries to be at cooperation not 

at competition when it comes to matters regarding economy so as for a better and happier 

human society to be theoretically conceived as noted by Roy. In other words, as the title 

implies, M. N. Royôs Radical Humanism offers a vision of a dreamer attempting at creating a 

system that would provoke a dialogue of how to preserve individual liberty and the general 

welfare, where both ethical reason and democracy prevail. 

Keywords: Radical Humanism, Civil Liberty, Equality, Ethical, Civilization. 

Bio-note: 

Mr Mrinal Dutta working as a Assistant professor(Selection Grade) in B.H.B .College, Srupeta, 

Barpeta Assam. He is participated 50 numbers of FDP both  National and International Level. 

He is presented 25 papers both National and International level. He is published 24 article in 

National and International level Journal and 5 article are published in UGC care listed journal 

group-1. He is also participated 9 course which is under HRDC and MMTC . Mr. Dutta is 

attend different workshop ,Training program etc. .He also involved in different core committees 

of the college. 
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Diasporic Sensibilities in Amitav Ghosh ós novel The Shadow Lines 

DR. R.DEVI RAJA PRIYA, Assistant professor, M.V.Muthiah Government Arts College 

for Women Dindigul, Tamil Nadu 

Abstract: 

Diaspora writers have established a trend since the countryôs independence and readers from 

all around the world are drawn to Diaspora literature, regardless of language, style, literary 

form or technique. Diaspora is an emerging term in literature; needless to say it has gained 

tremendous popularity across the globe.Diaspora refers to a large group of people who share a 

cultural and regional origin but are living away from their traditional homeland. Diasporas 

come about through immigration and forced movements of people. Amitav Ghosh is one of the 

best-known Indian Writers in English . This paper shows the analysis of Amitav Ghosh ós novel 

The Shadow Lines that, recounts the story of the narratorôs coming of age in Calcutta and the 

sweeping impact of political violence on his life through Diasporic experience. 

Keywords: Diaspora, Migration, Partition, Struggles, Political Violence. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. R. Devi Raja Priya, is an Assistant Professor of English, M.V.Muthiah Government Arts 

College for Women , Dindigul, Tamil Nadu  

 

Decoding Media Texts: a Study of the Changing Dynamics of Bengali 

Popular Culture Through the Select Volumes of Desh Magazine 

MANISH SARMA, Ph.D Research Scholar, ICFAI Universit, Tripura, India 

Abstract: 

The research article aims to understand and reflect how media texts chiefly the Bengali literary 

magazines have documented a generationôs cultural evolution, its changing aspects, popular 

and emerging trends. Content and discourse analysis for both literary and non literary texts 

shall be employed as textual strategies. The media texts chosen for the study is Desh, one of 

the distinguished literary magazines published in Bengali language. Methodological tools of 

ethnography, cultural anthropology shall be applied in the study. Conceptual framework of 

representations and popular culture will be particularly instrumental in capturing the changing 

dynamics of the selected decade. The time frame selected is the decade of early 90s. The study 

thus aims to analyze the contents-essays, articles, advertisements and short stories or novels 

published in the magazine in order to attempt an epistemological approach to establish the 
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validity of the media texts as representative tools in documenting the change and continuity in 

the context of popular culture in Bengali society. 

Keywords: Media Texts; Popular Culture; Literary; Non Literary; Change and Continuity. 

Bio-note: 

Mr. Manish Sarma is a PhD Research Scholar in the Faculty of Liberal Arts since 2021. He has 

received his Master Degree in English Literature in 2012 specializing in Post Colonial 

Literature  from Tripura University, a Central University and a Bachelor Degree from MBB 

College in 2010.  

Performance as Activism and Protest: A Vessel for Social Resilience and 

Resistance 

BRITTNEY S. HARRIS, Assistant Professor of Applied Theatre (Performance and 

Community Engagement), Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia 

Tech) 

Abstract: 

Sub-Theme(s): Art and Society; Human Rights and Global Justice; Narratives and Society 

ñLet Me Tell You a Story...ò These words hold power, as each of us has a unique story 

influenced by our experiences. Narrative-based storytelling has the ability to captivate and 

transport audiences, evoking strong emotions and reactions and the stage provides a vessel for 

artists to explore their narratives, including questions about morals, society, and spirituality. 

Artists of color use the stage to share stories of communities that have been oppressed, 

undermined, or underserved. Doing so helps the audience connect with these narratives on a 

deeper level and remember them long after they have been told. These artists are both artistic 

and political influencers in our world, playing a significant role whether they choose to or not. 

Like a compelling narrative, the act of ñprotestò possesses the extraordinary ability to 

whisk the audience away to another era or location, stirring up intense emotions and responses. 

It has the capacity to enthrall and involve the audience, making them an indispensable part of 

the narrative that seeks to bring about change and improvement. Whether as a self-reflective 

tool or autoethnographic tool, which includes using journals, looking at archival records - 

whether institutional or personal, interviewing oneôs own self, and using writing to generate a 

self-cultural understandingðusing artistic expression as a form of activism clarified for me 

how performance can educate people about their attitude and mindset towards current 

conditions and work towards change.  
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This proposal emphasizes the óperformance of protestô and the importance of the 

performing arts in advocating for social justice and civil, environmental, and human rights. 

This is achieved through storytelling and collective sharing to promote civic engagement, 

dialogue, and community problem-solving. 

Keywords: Performance As Activism; Activism; Social Justice; Global Justice; Narratives Of 

Change. 

Bio-note: 

Brittney S. Harris is an internationally recognized Assistant Professor of Applied Theatre in the 

College of Art and Architecture at Virginia Tech. She holds a Master of Fine Arts in Acting 

with an emphasis in Cultural Enrichment from the University of Georgia. She has over a decade 

of experience in Applied Theatre, focusing on Race and Performance, Performance as 

Activism, and Devised Community-Engaged Theatre.  

Her PaR (performance as research) work explores the detrimental effects of vicarious 

trauma from social media on the personal psyche and examines how narrative-based 

storytelling can be a means for social resilience and redemption. Brittneyôs work has featured 

at several national interdisciplinary conferences and fringe festivals, including the Association 

for Theatre in Higher Education Conference (ATHE), Northeast Modern Language Association 

Conference (NeMLA), Mid-America Theatre Conference (MATC), Womenôs Theatre Fringe 

Festival of NC, and Black Theatre Network.  

Dressing Dogs: Examining Species Equivalence and Agency in Pet 

Fashion of Pet Influencers - Tika and Bodhi 

KARISHMA SURESH, Research Scholar, Newman College Thodupuzha, Mahatma 

Gandhi University, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Pet fashion has seen an exponential growth in the twenty-first century, expanding well beyond 

traditional leashes, collars, and name tags to include high-fashion clothing, accessories, and 

furniture. This burgeoning culture has given rise to pet influencers - animals with substantial 

social media followings, particularly on Instagram. These pet influencers, often dogs, cats, or 

rabbits, highlight pet fashion trends, endorse products, and share their activities through their 

owners, referred to as pet parents. This phenomenon has gained significant momentum post-

pandemic, fostering a new level of indulgence among the younger population, who increasingly 

regard pets as family members. This shift is evidenced by the purchase of exclusive clothing 

and the creation of mini-me looks to express adoration and love for these new family members. 
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Such practices cater to the trend of pet hominization, prompting questions about the 

implications of dressing animals in human-like fashion.  

This paper aims to explore whether the trend of pet fashion represents a step towards a 

posthumanistic view of species equivalence or if it diminishes the agency of animals. By 

examining the social media accounts of prominent pet influencers, Tika (@tikatheiggy) and 

Bodhi (@mensweardog), this study aims to determine whether pet dog fashion contributes to 

erasing the boundaries between human and non-human or if it intensifies the fetishisation of 

humans through the theoretical frameworks of posthumanism and bioethics. 

Keywords: Pet Fashion, Pet Influencers, Species Equivalence, Agency, Human/Non-Human 

Binary. 

Bio-note: 

Karishma Suresh is a research scholar at Newman College Thodupuzha, specializing in fashion 

studies within the discipline of English. She holds a B.A. in Functional English, an M.A. in 

English Language and Literature, and a B.Ed. in English. Karishma was the first-rank holder 

for her undergraduate programme at Kannur University in 2019. She has briefly worked as an 

Assistant Professor at Mahe Cooperative College of Education and Technology, Palloor and as 

a Spoken English Tutor at Team Interval. She has cleared competitive examinations for teacher 

eligibility including NET-JRF, GATE, SET and C-TET. Karishma has presented papers at both 

national and international conferences and has published works in the areas of fashion, 

memory, thing theory, and gender. 

Womenôs Health and Reproductive Restraints in Popular Periodicals of 

Colonial Bengal 

Tapti Roy, Research Scholar, PhD Research Scholar, Department of English, Jamia 

Millia Islamia, New Delhi 

Abstract: 

One of the pillars validating the colonial administration in India was the British racial 

superiority founded upon effeminacy and racial degeneracy of the native Bengali men. The 

aspect, a European import was textually reinforced through speeches, literary works, and 

scientific treatises, thus situating native Bengali men as pusillanimous caricatures. 

This however initiated a surge of retaliation where internalising the aforesaid 

imputation, the contemporary periodicals explored to isolate the causes for such degradation 

and simultaneously chastised the youth for their perceived sloth, debauchery, and other 

improper indulgences. The reformist measure further initiated sexually active married women 

into their folds to replenish their otherwise frail, sickly, diseased stock. Through a deluge of 
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articles published in popular periodicals, the reformists, mostly Brahmos, advising several 

means to lead a healthy life in order to accomplish healthy amounts of superior quality sperm 

for assuring successful conception. Simultaneously, periodicals intended majorly for women 

readership contained advisory on maintaining optimum health standards for women to be able 

to birth robust offspring.  

The paper, as an objective, would analyse such textual biomedical techniques employed 

by reformists to effect a social upheaval by eugenically wiping out undesirable characteristics 

from an otherwise intellectually superior racial stick of Bengali men. The paper, undertaking 

majorly archival research, will focus on journals such as Chikitsa Sammilani, Swasthya 

Samachar, Bamabodhini Patrika, and Antahpur to explore the textual control over 

dissemination of information exercised by the reformists. 

Taking into account the views expressed by Partha Chatterjee, Sumanta Banerjee, and 

Anindita Ghosh the paper will aid in understanding the extent of agency available to women in 

relation to access to colonial healthcare besides studying the attributes at stake for women in 

the course of adapting suitably to the official reformist native culture. 

Keywords: Effeminacy, Racial degeneracy, Conception, Slothfulness, Ignorance of women 

Bio-note: 

Tapti Roy is pursuing a PhD in the Department of English, Jamia Millia Islamia. Her broad 

focus area is colonial Bengal. Currently, she is working on the nexus of gender and colonial 

medicine in the works of Banaphool. 

Shaping Assamese Identity: The Role of Neo-Vaishnavism and Satra 

Institutions in Cultural Nationalism 

DR. RUMI ROY, Assistant Professor, Vivekananda Institute of Professional Studies-TC, 

Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

In the 15th century, the socio-cultural fabric of India, including Assam, faced degradation and 

corruption, which led to widespread malpractices in the name of religion. At this critical 

juncture, Srimanta Sankardeva, a spiritual leader, social reformer, and cultural luminary, 

emerged in Assam, initiating a Neo-Vaishnavite movement that transformed Assamese society. 

This paper explores how Sankardevaôs Neo-Vaishnavism, with its inclusive philosophy and 

dynamic institutions like Satras and Namghars, played a pivotal role in shaping Assamese 

identity and fostering cultural nationalism. The movement not only revitalized Vaishnavism 

but also integrated diverse ethnic groups into a cohesive Assamese nation. Through innovative 

cultural initiatives such as Bhaonas and Borgeets, Neo-Vaishnavism defined and preserved 
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Assamese culture. This study delves into the managerial structure and modern relevance of 

Satras, highlighting their multifaceted role as cultural centers, proto-type Panchayats, and 

forums for decentralized planning and decision-making. Additionally, the paper examines the 

economic impact of Neo-Vaishnavism, focusing on the empowerment of women and its 

contribution to a progressive, egalitarian society. Ultimately, the research aims to underscore 

the significant role of Vaishnavism and its institutions in the formation of Assamese identity 

and their enduring influence on the regionôs socio-cultural landscape. 

Keywords: Cultural centre, Satra, Borgeet, Vaishnavism, Assamese Identity. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Rumi Roy, M.Phil, Ph.D., with 9 years of teaching experience, is currently at Vivekananda 

School of Law, VIPS-TC Delhi. An alumna of the Centre for Political Studies, Jawaharlal 

Nehru University, she has published widely in national and international journals of repute and 

Scopus Web-indexed journals and has been recently invited as a resource person at IIT-

Kharagpur. She is a life member of CEGR and a former member of the British Association of 

South Asian Studies 

.Bridging Cultures: Examining the Working and Living Conditions of Chin 

Refugees in Lawngtlai Town, Mizoram 

JULIET F LALZARZOLIANI, Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, The 

ICFAI University, India & MICHAEL B LALSANGLURA, Student, MA Economics, 

Department of Economics, The ICFAI University, India 

Abstract: 

The northeastern states of Mizoram have become a sanctuary for Chin refugees fleeing 

Myanmar due to the ongoing insurgency and severe human rights violations by the Tatmadaw 

(Myanmarôs armed forces). Since March 2021, over 30,000 refugees have sought refuge in 

Mizoram, where the state government and NGOs offer shelter, clothing, food, and education. 

Despite shared ethnic origins and cultural similarities, these refugees encounter significant 

challenges in accessing basic amenities.  

Keywords: Chin refugees, Myanmar, Lawngtlai Town, Mizoram, Refugee Camps, Living 

Conditions. 

Bio-note: 

Juliet F Lalzarzoliani is currently working as an Assistant Professor in the Department of 

Economics at The ICFAI University Mizoram, Aizawl. She specializes in agriculture, health 

economics, and gender and inequality.  
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Michael B Lalsanglura is a research scholar in the Department of Economics at The ICFAI 

University Mizoram, focusing on socio-economic research with an emphasis on marginalized 

communities and migration studies. 

Memes and Emotions: Cultural Theories and Rasa in Digital Media 

HEEMAL PANDEY, Research scholar, Govt. D. B. Girlsô P.G. College Kalibadi Chowk, 

Raipur, Chhattishgarh, India 

Abstract: 

Meme culture has emerged as one of the most popular forms of expression in todayôs digital 

world. This paper explores the intersection of meme culture with Freudôs Theory of Humor and 

Mikhail Bakhtinôs concept of the Carnivalesque. It examines how memes serve as a mechanism 

for the collective release of societal frustrations and the use of mockery to critique societal 

norms. By analyzing the psychological and social functions of memes, the paper highlights 

their role in providing emotional relief and facilitating social critique. Additionally, the paper 

delves into the Indian aesthetic concept of Rasa, exploring how memes evoke emotional 

responses and contribute to a shared cultural experience. The concept of Bhava (emotional 

states) and Rasa (aesthetic experience) from Bharataôs Natyashastra is applied to understand 

how memes, evoke specific emotions and create a collective resonance among audiences. By 

integrating these cultural theories, the paper provides a comprehensive understanding of how 

memes function as a powerful medium for emotional release, social commentary, and cultural 

expression in the digital age. This interdisciplinary approach offers a new perspective on the 

emotional and cultural impact of digital media. 

Keywords: Meme Culture, Carnivalesque, Rasa Theory, Indian Aesthetics, Digital culture. 

Bio-note: 

Heemal Pandey is a passionate research scholar with a deep love for classical arts. Alongside 

her work in theatre, she enjoys reading, watching classical performances, and learning from 

esteemed gurus. For Heemal, dance is a form of prayer and a way to connect with the divine. 

As an author, Heemal has written several books and has participated as an international 

panellist in various discussions. She holds the prestigious Bhasa Vibhusan in Hindi and is 

proficient in over seven languages, showcasing her remarkable linguistic abilities. Her 

dedication to her craft and cultural heritage shines through in all her endeavours. 
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From Ballads to Borderlands: Steinbeckôs Integration of Music and 

Migration Themes 

PRERNA PAWAR, Research Scholar, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, 

Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Art, including literature, visual arts, and music, often becomes a medium for migrants to 

explore and express their displaced memories. John Steinbeck through his works tried to 

process the complexities of migration, navigate their sense of identity, and foster a sense of 

belonging and solidarity among migrant communities.  

Steinbeck strategically incorporates music into his works to evoke memory, create a 

sense of nostalgia, and explore the themes of longing, escape, and the process of forgetting. By 

incorporating musical references like óIôll Fly Awayô and óThe Battle Hymn of the Republicô in 

The Grapes of Wrath, óOn the Road Againô in Of Mice and Men and employing the power of 

music to tap into emotions and collective memory, Steinbeck enhances the depth and resonance 

of his narratives. Steinbeck by incorporating music and symphonies created a space of evasion, 

oscillating between remembering and forgetting an individual and collective past.  

The paper will try to unravel how Steinbeck through music explores the impact of 

memory on individuals and societies, examining how memories shape personal identity and 

influence the collective consciousness in works like Of Mice and Men, Cannery Row, and The 

Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck 

Keywords: Memory, Migration, Music, Humanity, Displacement. 

Bio-note: 

Prerna Pawar has done her MPhil (English Literature)from Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha 

University, Delhi and currently pursuing her PhD in English Literature. My research area 

revolves around John Steinbeckôs works, river narratives, and travel writings. 
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Staying Apart Or Living Together?: Exploring Planetary Precarity, 

Posthuman Subjectivity, and Future Possibilities of (Co)Existence in 

Parasyte: The Maxim 

SAIKAT PRADHAN, PhD Scholar and UGC Junior Research Fellow, University of 

North Bengal 

Abstract: 

This paper delves into the questions of (co)existence in an era of rapidly evolving technoscape 

and accelerating planetary deterioration with particular reference to the Japanese animated 

series Parasyte: The Maxim (2014). As humans have evolved as a species and gradually 

assumed power and knowledge over other creatural life, exerting dominance on non-human 

nature has been one of humanityôs most consistent traits, something which has ranged from 

simple subordination to outright cruelty, even termination of other species for survival, whether 

through meat consumption, accumulation of capital or satisfying other fundamentally ñhumanò 

needs. In fact, our current geological epoch of the Anthropocene is viewed by many as the peak 

of this long-standing history of human intervention on non-human life forms, i.e. animals, 

plants, insects and other phenomena of a more-than-human kind. Importantly, the anime 

speculates a future where alien parasites gradually start assuming control over mankind and, in 

most cases, devour other humans for survival and sustenance. In this paper, I argue how the 

animeôs portrayal of the alien, non-human ñotherò poses fundamentally existential questions 

that not only entail human and more-than human lifeworlds but also everything that lies in 

between. Using Michel Serresô argument for a non-parasitic and reciprocal ñnatural contractò 

between human and non-human nature and Donna Harawayôs notion of ñcompanion species,ò 

my presentation considers the possibility of (co)habitation, mutual care and interspecies 

kinship in the 2014 animated series. In addition, it dwells on the life-affirming possibilities as 

well as repercussions of a ñposthumanò assemblage/subjectivity as a result of synergic fusion 

with non-human life form(s), one that can have far-reaching implications in an era of 

catastrophic climate change and global environmental crisis. 

Keywords: (Co)Existence; Planetary Deterioration; Posthuman Subjectivity; Creatural Life; 

More-Than-Human Kind. 

Bio-note: 

Saikat Pradhan is a PhD student and UGC Junior Research Fellow in English Studies at the 

University of North Bengal, India. He obtained his M.A. in 2022 from the University of 

Calcutta and B.A. in 2020 from Vivekananda College, Kolkata. Some of his research interests 

include posthumanism, environmental humanities, architecture and urban planning, cultural 

geography and anthrozoology. His current transdisciplinary research seeks to investigate the 
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more-than-human worlds of biotechnology and natureculture, while foregrounding a critique 

of capitalism and articulating architectureôs need to incorporate the other-than-human in our 

current geological epoch of the Anthropocene. 

The Impact of Cinema on Society: Identifying the Glorification of Toxic 

Masculinity and Violence, Presented as Reflection of Societal Realities, in 

Animal and Angamaly Diaries 

VAIDEHI RAJAGOPALAN, Research Scholar, Research Scholar, VIT-Ap University, 

Andhra Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper embarks on a journey into the nexus between art and society in the context 

of influence of films on societal perceptions and behaviours. As one of the most prevalent and 

influential forms of media, films play a crucial role in embedding messages into our 

consciousness. The inclusion of themes such as gender inequality and violence are common 

while capturing reality in movies. For instance, the Bollywood movie Animal (2023) and the 

Mollywood movie Angamaly Diaries (2017) both address aspects like gender inequality, 

violence, and toxicity masculinity. Although it is essential to incorporate such motifs for the 

depiction of real-life characters and incidents in a patriarchal society, the problem occurs with 

the intention behind their inclusion in movies, whether it is as part of the realistic portrayal or 

for glorification. Animal (2023) which centres on the character of a hardened son of a powerful 

industrialist (Ranvijay Singh) and Angamaly Diaries (2017) which revolves around the 

rivalries between two male gangs, glorify toxic masculinity and violence. By employing a 

qualitative analysis of the two selected movies, this paper aims to point out the glorification of 

these themes in movies, in the name of reflection of societal realities, while considering the 

broader impact of cinema on society. 

Keywords: Glorification, Realistic Portrayal, Societal Perceptions, Violence, Toxic 

Masculinity. 

Bio-note: 

Vaidehi Rajagopalan is a first-year research scholar in English at VIT-AP University, 

specialising in film studies. Her research focuses on the erotic capital of female protagonists in 

Malayalam movies. Vaidehi has qualified UGC NET and GATE in English and holds a second 

rank in MA English from the Central University of Punjab. She has published two papers, 

including one in a UGC-CARE listed journal, and has contributed a book chapter. Her 

academic interests encompass  film studies, gender studies, and queer studies. Vaidehiôs 

commitment to exploring the intersections of gender and cinematic representation positions her 
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as a promising scholar in her field. She strives to contribute significantly to contemporary film 

criticism and gender discourses through her nuanced research and publications. 

The Ghosts of Naxalbari: a critical study on the invisibility of women in the 

Naxalbari leadership 

RABINA CHATTERJEE, Research Scholar, Diamond Harbour Womenôs University, 

West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

This work tries to illuminate on the role of women in the Naxalbari leadership from a 

Gramscian perspective. It explores that to what extent did the intellectuals involve, the tribal 

and peasant women within the ambit of leadership. It is undeniable that women played an 

indispensible role in the Naxalbari movement. Numerous literatures suggest that the Naxalbari 

rebellion was an embodiment of women empowerment. It provided a voice, an egalitarian arena 

to the disempowered tribal and peasant women to assert their worldviews. Some unstructured 

interviews of women revolutionaries like Shanti Munda and Leela Kishan suggests that how, 

for the first time, they felt empowered by intrinsically taking part in the movement and how 

they were identified as actors of revolutionary change by their ideological leaders. They added 

that how they felt a ósense of freedomô by identifying themselves as órevolutionariesô, thereby 

actively taking part in the Guerilla squads, evolving beyond their traditional roles, which was 

narrowly limited to the domestic sphere. However, this work observes that how certain 

patriarchal tendencies in the intellectual leadership, in a subtle manner, subordinated the 

cultural perspective, i.e. the question of gender and women leadership in the rebellion. 

Additionally, it showcases that how the primary literature of the movement nowhere 

emphasises on the question of gender, thus pushing the role of women to the periphery of the 

movement. It finally concludes by arguing that how on the basis of the óclassô factor over the 

óculturalô factor, there has been a marginalization of tribal women making them ósubalternsô of 

their own rebellion. Hence, on the basis of a mixed-method (review of primary literature and 

ethnographic study of tribal women who participated in the Naxalbari rebellion), this work 

assesses the role of women and their dialectical relation with the question of leadership and 

egalitarian participation in the movement. 

Keywords: Subaltern, Tribal Consciousness, Women Empowerment, Naxalbari Rebellion. 

Bio-note: 

Rabina Chatterjee is a Reseach Scholar of Political Science at Diamond Harbour Womenôs 

University. She is also working as a Faculty member of Political Science at Heritage Law 

College, Kolkata. She has completed her graduation from Bethune College (University of 
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Calcutta) and her Masters in Political Science from Presidency University, Kolkata. She has 

authored numerous research articles on Western Political Thought and Subaltern Studies. 

Indigeneity And Gender In Dalit Narratives - Sites For Decolonization 

ARIMITRA DEBROY, Post-graduate student, St. Xavierôs College Autonomous, West 

Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

The mainstream literary tradition, which is largely a product of the cultural hegemony of the 

ósavarnasô and aided only Brahminical knowledge production, fuelled a casteist tradition in 

India that conditioned the Dalits into a óculture of silenceô. Even when Dalit literary movement 

emerged as an óintellectual propagandaô for the construction of a Dalit-consciousness against 

the psychological and physical devaluation of them, hardly any attention was paid to the gender 

perspective and indigenous tropes. The interplay of indigenous tropes and gender in Dalit 

narratives not only just subvert the grand narrative of the casteist traditions but also reconstruct 

Dalit reality that counters gendered narrative by male Dalit writers. This ódoubleô de-

Brahminization of the Dalit narratives employ tropes that often are sidelined in the canon, like 

that of oral tradition, narratives based on intergenerational memories and bodies that becomes 

a paradoxical site for both double marginalization, sexual and physical exploitation as well as 

the embodiment of indigenous art forms. Even when Gopal Guru asserts that Dalit women ótalk 

differentlyô, the scope of such an assertion can be expanded to include not just gendered bodies 

but also the representation of Dalit consciousness via proximity to nature, local music, 

artworks, dance forms and the primacy of the body in the process of turning art into resistance 

against the Manusmriti. This striving towards dismantling the casteist literary tradition can 

further be studied as an extension of the narratives of decolonization that question spaces and 

sites of hegemonic power as loci for colonial manipulation of history, cultures, domesticity and 

body. This paper intends to study indigeneity and gender in works of Dalit writers like Bamaôs 

ñSangatiò and ñKarukkuò, Namdeo Dhasalôs poems, Kalyan Raoôs ñAntarani 

Vasantamò(Untouchable Spring) and Urmila Pawarôs ñThe Weave of My Life: A Dalit 

Womanôs Memoirsò, and examine these narratives as sites of decolonization as it counter the 

colonial discourse manoeuvred into the mainstream casteist literary traditions. 

Keywords: Indigenous Tropes, Gender, Dalit Discourse, Decolonization, Body Politic. 

Bio-note: 

Arimitra Debroy is a Postgraduate student of English Literature pursuing her studies from St. 

Xavierôs College [Autonomous], Kolkata. She has written an article titled ó The Blood-Stained 

Cup: Migrant workers in Qatarô under Refugee Watch Online. She has previously presented 

three of her papers in different seminars that include topics such as Dalit literature, a re-
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imagination of Indian myth in the context of Partition and a graphical analysis of Neil Gaimanôs 

work. She has also presented a paper under Inmind Support international conference on 

Travelling Transmission and Transgression, 2024. She has won several awards in fields of 

creative writing and debate competitions and is also the content head for Xaverian Theatrical 

Society for the session 2024-25. She takes keen interest in fields of Dalit studies, gender 

studies, psychology, theatre, Indian literature, popular culture, queer literature and culture 

studies. 

Non-Historical Native Perspectives: Thinking with A Modern Native View 

KATERI SMITH, MA, Institute of American Indian Arts, Seth Regensburg 

Abstract: 

As it pertains to the Native Americans, a historical perspective has been the norm. How did 

these people live as opposed to how they live? This focus on history and historical perspectives 

leads one to forget the current situation of this diverse and evolving group of people. There 

were hundreds of groups pre-contact and even today there are 574 tribes and entities which 

make up the board category of ñNative American and Alaskan Native.ò By using other 

disciplines rather than just history we can see into and with a more focused eye on the modern. 

By looking with an Indigenous eye we can seek to discover the world. In this presentation we 

will discuss the harm of using only a historical perspective and work to see the modern using 

sociology and philosophy to see a new perspective on Native American Identity. 

Keywords: Native American, History, Anthropology, Perspectives, Identity. 

Bio-note: 

Kateri Smith, MA is a historian and museum worker whose focus is on Native American 

History and more specifically about historical representations of Native Peoples.  

Seth Regensburg is a  writer who currently lives on the ancestral land of the Pueblo people 

and has sought to bring diverse perspectives to his writing. 

Social Media: A Proletarian Weapon in Conflict Against Capitalist Media 

Bias and Oppression 

Zenith Khan, Research Consultant, Institute of Study and Development Worldwide, 

India 

Abstract: 

The paper examines the use of social media through the lens of Karl Marx theory, in which he 

posits that the class controlling the means of production also controls intellectual production.  
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However, social media despite certain limitation has come across as a disruptive force to the 

current traditional media structure, which are owned by priviate entites to serve certain vested 

interested for their economical gain. Karl Marx coined the term ñproletariatò to describe the 

class of workers who are dependent on the sale of their labour to survive since they do not own 

the means of production. This paper focuses on Palestinian journalists as proletarian subjects, 

using social media to sell their stories and counter traditional media narratives. Here, the focus 

is on journalists utilizing social media to promote their stories, not materially, but to ensure 

their voices are heard and acknowledged, contributing to their intellectual and existential 

survival. It will look into the case study of current Palestine- Israel war, and the use of Social 

Media by Palestinians to counter the traditional media rhetoric trying to down play the 

condition in Gaza. Through the case study analyses the paper tries to illustrate how the 

proletariat might regain control over intellectual production, opposing capitalist dominance 

serving specific economic and political interests  and promoting a more equal media. 

Keywords: Media, Conflict, Violence, Society, Proletariat. 

Bio-note: 

Zenith has completed her Master in Defense and Strategic Studies from Central University of 

Gujarat in 2022 and has been working as a researcher remotely at IFSD, Sydney on climate 

security. She is also a fellow of Network for Advanced Study of China (NASC) Fellowship at 

Takshahila Institution. She completed her Bachelorôs in Journalism and Mass Communication 

from MSU, Vadodara in 2020. She likes to combine the knowledge she received both in 

Bachelors and Masters in her research work. 

Uncovering the Route of Keralaôs Art Journalism through Various 

Narrative Styles 

SRUTHI K S, Research Scholar, Kerala Kalamandalam Deemed University, 

Cheruthuruthy, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

This article delves into the rich tapestry of Keralaôs art journalism, exploring its distinctive 

narrative styles and their evolution over time. Art Journalism in Kerala has played a vital role 

in documenting and analyzing various forms of artistic expression, from traditional to 

contemporary. By analyzing historical developments, stylistic elements and the societal impact 

of Art Journalism, this study aims to highlight its contributions to the cultural landscape of 

Kerala. Through a comprehensive review of literature, interviews with key figures in the field, 

and content analysis of representative works, this paper illuminates how Art Journalism in 

Kerala has shaped perceptions, promoted discourse and preserved artistic heritage.  
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Keywords: Art Journalism, Narratives and Society, Cultural Interactions and Identity, Art and 

Society. 

Bio-note: 

Sruthi K. S, is a media professional. She is also a writer, social activist, professor and 

researcher. She authored four books Thanichayavalude Vedapusthakam, Nizhal Chayangal, 

Naalvazhikal (Poems), On Air (Articles) and also writes features and articles in periodicals. 

She is doing research in Art Journalism. Sruthi serves as the Civil Defence Warden of Kerala 

Fire and Rescue Services since 2019. She also worked as Sub Editor, Journalist, Assistant 

Professor and Public Relations officer. 

Demystifying the Notion of Freedom and Choice in Democracy 

ZAIRU NISHA, Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Ramanujan College, 

University of Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Freedom of choice is a prerequisite principle of democracy, yet the empirical question is does 

democracy value choice? Also, whether politicians and people in common, give value to 

individual choice in the formation of collective decision-making. The deep-rooted tension 

between individual freedom and the right to collective decision-making is a grave challenge 

democratic societies have been facing even today. The question becomes more relevant in the 

politics of post-independent India which has a persistent diverse form of democratic regime. 

The imaginaries of modern Indian democracy revolve around the distinct identities of class, 

caste, ethnicity, religion, language etc. and its socio-political order is always dominated by a 

group of collective identities that could deteriorate or develop the Indian ethos, and jeopardize 

individual choices and social equality. This scenario perplexes many political thinkers such as 

Marxists, libertarians and Republicans. They try to comprehend its basic nature and trajectory 

in a limited way. However, the dominant questions related to social structures, political 

efficacy, historical consciousness and practical reasoning that are part of political theory are 

either ignored or not properly addressed. Charles Taylor, in his writings, addresses these issues 

and provides new insights and methods to understand the democratic struggle in post-

independent India and the significance of individual freedom. He claims that the strength of a 

powerful democracy resides in its citizenôs autonomy to make their conscious choices. The 

paper is an attempt to critically analyze the questions and meaning of individual freedom in 

modern Indian democracy to comprehend the various facets of human reality. I argue that the 

recognition of an individual choice is crucial for the life of heterogeneous democracy and for 

overcoming its limitations. In doing so, I will make use of Taylorôs insights on social 

imaginaries, multiculturalism, politics of recognition and alternative modernity to develop my 

argument. 
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Keywords: Charles Taylor, Choice, Democracy, Freedom, Social Imaginary. 

Bio-note: 

Zairu Nisha is an Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Ramanujan University, 

University of Delhi, Delhi, India. 

Perceived Social Support and Psychological Well-being of Undergraduate 

Medical Students: A Cross-sectional Study 

NAVYA SANKEERTHANA CH, Assistant Professor, GITAM(Deemed to be) University, 

Hyderabad, India 

Abstract: 

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to ascertain the relationship between perceived social 

support and psychological wellbeing among undergraduate medical students. The individualsô 

perceived social support is analysed as a predictor of their psychological well-being. 

Methods: Multidimensional Scale of Perceived Social Support (Zimet et al. 1988) and Oxford 

Happiness Questionnaire (Hills & Argyle, 2002) were used to collect the data. The study used 

a descriptive research design and survey method of data collection. The sample for the current 

study was drawn using purposive sampling. The undergraduate medical students studying from 

a medical college, Vizianagaram during the academic year 2023-2024 have participated in the 

study. The data comprises of total 41 male and 103 female students (n=144). 

Results: The predictor variables in the study is Perceived Social Support and criterion variable 

is Psychological well-being. The regression analysis showed that perceived social support is a 

significant predictor of psychological well-being, and the model as a whole is statistically 

significant in explaining the variability in psychological well-being (RĮ = .32, ɓ = .86 p<.001). 

This indicates that as the involvement of family increases, psychological well-being also tends 

to increase. 

Conclusion: The results of the study indicated that perceived social support was revealed to be 

a significant predictor of psychological well-being for undergraduate medical students. 

Keywords: Perceived Social Support, Psychological Well-Being, Undergraduate Medical 

Students. 

Bio-note: 

She has worked as Junior Research Fellow(2016) at Defence Institute of Psychological 

Research (DIPR),(DRDO), New Delhi. She has passed Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) 

examination conducted by University Grants Commission (UGC), New Delhi , December-
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2015. Worked as Assistant Professor (On contract) in department of psychology, Central 

University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi, Karnataka during 16/06/2022 - 15/05/2023. Currently 

working as Assistant Professor in department of psychology, GITAM (Deemed to be) 

University, Hyderabad. 

Memory and Trauma: The Japanese Tea Ceremony and Cultural 

Narratives in the Comic Hyouge no Mono 

AADYA S A, Research Scholar, Dept. of English, University College, University of 

Kerala, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

The following paper looks at the complicated relationship between memory, trauma, and the 

Japanese Tea Ceremony as an innovative tool of representation and reception of historical and 

cultural events, traditions, and collective memories. The tradition of the tea ceremony is dated 

back to the 9th century but was not completely configured until the 16th century by the master 

of tea, Sen no RikyȊ. It includes the four main Japanese valuesðharmony, respect, purity, and 

tranquillity. The present work analyses the ways in which the tea ceremony acts as a material 

service containing collective cultural memory, transmitting tradition between generations by 

the most highly ritualised practices and aesthetic principles. The paper goes on to explore the 

role it has placed in historical trauma: times of war through natural disasters and social 

upheaval.  

This paper attempts to demonstrate how Hyouge no Mono, by lacing historical authenticity 

with creative storying, has been able to achieve a nuance in views concerning Japanôs Sengoku 

era through the evaluative narrative structure, character development, and visual aesthetics. 

The way in which the comic book represents the tea ceremony as a cultural artefact and 

simultaneously as a metaphor for power relations offers a deep insight into the sociopolitical 

background of that age. This paper will further endeavour to find out how Hyouge no Mono 

helps an audience from across cultures and geographies identify themselves and succeed in 

providing an idea of what Japanese history and culture stand for. Subtly done with painstaking 

effort in details and a great effort to maintain a coherent storyline, Hyouge no Mono attempts 

to preserve a historical memory by calling on the viewer of today to consider the relationship 

between history, culture, and identity. 

Keywords: Memory, Trauma, Tea Ceremony, Japanese, History, Narratives. 

Bio-note: 

Aadya S A, known by the pen name Aadya Sain, is a research scholar at the Department of 

English, University of Kerala and author, Japanese tutor, poet and translator. She has published 
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many Japanese haikus with its translation in Malayalam and English. She has co-authored the 

short story translation collections ñUser Manual for Losersò (from Malayalam to English), 

Koneko, and The Lion and the Dog (from Russian to Japanese), published by the University of 

Kerala. She also translated the Japanese poem ñHajimete Ko Niò by Hiroshi Yoshino to 

Malayalam as ñEnte Aadyathe Kunjinu.ò She co-authored Keralaôs first-ever Queer writings 

with the poem ñVandukal Parakkendathillatha Udyanam.ò She won the Japanese speech contest 

conducted by the Japanese Ministry of Culture in 2023. 

Art and Society 

NAINA SHARMA, Ph.D SCHOLAR, K R Mangalam University, Gurugram 

Abstract: 

The ancient Indian scriptures, collectively known as the Vedas, offer invaluable insights into 

the cultural and spiritual heritage of the Indian subcontinent. The Agamas, the Natya Veda, and 

the Natya Shastra hold a pivotal role in shaping cultural and social paradigms. The Agamas, 

with their comprehensive liturgical and ritualistic frameworks, provide a robust foundation for 

the spiritual and philosophical dimensions of society, promoting ethical values and community 

cohesion. The Natya Veda, regarded as the fifth Veda, and the Natya Shastra, an ancient Indian 

treatise on performing arts, extend these principles into the realms of drama, dance, and music. 

Together, they transcend mere entertainment, serving as conduits for moral education, social 

reflection, and the preservation of cultural heritage. Through their intricate synthesis of art and 

spirituality, these texts foster a holistic development of individuals, enhancing societal harmony 

and continuity. Their enduring relevance underscores the essential role of the arts in promoting 

a balanced and enlightened society, enriching both personal and collective human experience. 

Keywords: Agamas, Vedas, Natyaveda, Natyashastra, Dvijas, Bharatanatyam, Dramatic 

Science, Kalakshetra. 

Bio-note: 

Naina Sharma also a PGT history in K R Mangalam world school GK -2. Also a train classical 

Bharatanatyam dancer from Sri Ram Bhartiye Kala Kendra (Mandi house). An enthusiast in 

ancient history. Currently writing thesis on Women of Indian knowledge system. 
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Tailoring Teacher Trainees for Health Promotion: A Socio-historical 

Analysis of B.Ed Programme in Kerala, India 

ANJALI MERIN JOSEPH, Senior Research Fellow in Sociology, Department of 

Sociology & Social Work, CHRIST (Deemed to be University) Bangalore, Karnataka & 

JOGY GEORGE, Department of Sociology & Population Studies, Bharathiar 

University 

Abstract: 

Teaching is a profession beyond the scope of deciphering educational material to students. It 

involves promoting a holistic approach ranging from the social and behavioural development 

of students to the evolution of their worldviews and attitudes from the academic discourses. 

Teacher education programmes are essential for teacher trainees to attain the training and 

capacities to adapt to this holistic approach. Health literacy has been an integral element for 

teachers to effectively engage with students, and to understand their physical and mental well-

being. With the state of pandemic and new types of epidemics increasing in this world, the need 

for teachers to have health education gains more significance. It should begin with teacher 

training. Therefore this qualitative study explores the presence of health promotion practices 

within the teacher education programme. The study employs a multimethod approach utilising 

data collected through analysis of relevant literature, observations and interviews with teacher 

trainees from B.Ed colleges in Kerala. The research questions of the study are: (a) Does the B. 

Ed programme appropriately structured to generate valid health conceptions among teacher 

trainees, (b) What are the components of curriculum through which teacher trainees obtain 

appropriate health information, and (c) How the B. Ed programme guides the teacher trainees 

to appraise their health conceptions. Through a socio-historical analysis driven by these 

research questions, the study delves into the encapsulation of health notions in the upskilling 

process of  B.Ed teacher trainees within its historical and social contexts. 

Keywords: Health Promotion, Education, Teacher Education, Health Literacy. 
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Decoding Sport as A Tool Of Domination and Resistance in Imperial Assam 

Tea Plantation in Mulk Raj Anandôs Two Leaves And A Bud (1937) 

SRIYA SARMA, Phd Research Scholar, Indian Institute of Information Technology, 

Guwahati, India 

Abstract: 

Since the Edwardian era, sport was an integral part of British imperial culture. It was considered 

as a powerful tool of Europeôs civilizing mission in its colonies. Britainôs cultural dominance 

over its colonies was reinforced by the development of the sport. The playing of rugby and 

cricket defined the British world against uncivilized natives. Further, crucial features associated 

with colonial sports like physical courage, moral uprightness, stoicism in the face of adversity 

classified it as a masculine game and its practice was identical to the demonstration of Empireôs 

patriarchal ideologies in its former colonies. In the imperial tea plantation of Assam, sporting 

culture was enmeshed with the plantation culture of colonial Empire. Several sports ranging 

from cricket, hockey, billiards, polo, horse-riding were played in the colonial tea plantations. 

At once, this imperial sporting culture showed the supremacy of the civilized colonial culture 

and also initiated a power structure that consistently tried to dominate as well as exploit the 

human as well as non-human agencies of the colonized societies. The aim of this paper is to 

examine how in Mulk Raj Anandôs novel Two Leaves and a Bud (1937) the imperial sporting 

culture appears as a colonialist trope and the novelôs critique of these imperial attitudes widely. 

Further, this study is influenced by postcolonial discourse analysis that consistently engages as 

well as resists the colonialist ideologies. 

Keywords: Imperial Sports, Tea Plantation, British Empire, Post Colonialism, Assam. 
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Conflict, Violence and Peaceful Resolution: A Philosophical Outlook 

DR. BAISHALI MAJUMDAR, Assistant Professor, Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma 

University, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Conflict raises from deprivation or feelings of injustice. Sometimes it has some real basis or 

some imaginary ideas. In a democratic country like India, there are different reasons for giving 

rise to a conflict. When conflicts are not resolved by negotiation or any constitutional means, 

then it turns into violence. However, now-a-days we are perceiving conflict or full-fledged 

violence not merely in our country but also it spreads all over the world. There are some 

procedures through which conflicts can be resolved. Although religion and peace education can 

play the significant role to prevent conflict as well as violence. In a peaceful society, there will 

not be any kind of exploitation, injustice, war. Today each and every citizen being in the global 

family wishes to live in the peaceful atmosphere and this would be possible by following only 

the Gandhian philosophy. These is the time to observe the International Day of Non-violence 

on 2nd October that is the birthday of Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation. The message 

of the day is spreading non-violence, public awareness, endorse the yearning for a culture of 

peace, tolerance. These are all the significance of this day. The main strategy of this paper is to 

explore the meaning of the terms óconflictô and óviolenceô; what are the sources of conflict; 

what are the process of conflict resolution in Western perspective as well as Gandhian peaceful 

resolution in Indian perspective. How religion and peace education are effective to resolve 

conflict and the active role of United Nations Organisation (UNO) for establishing global 

peace. 

Keywords: Conflict, Violence, Resolution, Religion, Education And UNO. 
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The Role of Structural violence in Perpetuating Ethnic Conflicts: a 

Comparative Analysis 

HEENA, Ph.D Student, Department of Political Science, Maharaja Sayajirao 

University, India 

Abstract: 

The paper will present the role of structural violence in perpetuating ethnic conflicts through a 

comparative analysis of three significant case studies: the Rwandan Genocide, the Israeli-

Palestinian Conflict, and the Rohingya Crisis in Myanmar. Structural violence, a concept 

developed by Johan Galtung, refers to the systematic ways in which social structures harm 

individuals by preventing them from meeting their basic needs. This paper argues that structural 

violence manifested through economic, legal, and social inequalities, plays a critical role in 

maintaining and intensifying ethnic tensions, often leading to violent conflict. 

The study begins by outlining the theoretical framework of structural violence and its 

intersection with ethnic conflict theories. It then examines each case study, highlighting the 

specific forms of structural violence that have contributed to the persistence of ethnic 

hostilities. In Rwanda, colonial legacies and land distribution policies deepened ethnic 

divisions, while in Israel-Palestine, legal and economic inequalities continued to fuel the 

conflict. The Rohingya Crisis is analyzed through the lens of citizenship laws and economic 

disenfranchisement, which have systematically marginalized the Rohingya population. 

Through comparative analysis, the paper identifies common patterns of structural 

violence across these conflicts, while also noting key differences shaped by regional and 

historical contexts. The study concludes that addressing structural violence is crucial for 

achieving sustainable peace in ethnic conflicts, emphasizing the need for comprehensive policy 

interventions that target the root causes of inequality and exclusion. The findings have broader 

implications for understanding the role of structural violence in other forms of conflict and 

offer pathways for future research. 

Keywords: Keywords: Structural Violence, Ethnic Conflict, Comparative Analysis. 
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participation in academic conferences, including presenting a paper on óThe Politics of Cultural 

Revivalismô at the 60th All India Political Science Conference. She is committed to advancing 

the field of political science through both my research and her dedication to nurturing future 

scholars and informed citizens. 

Unconventional Kinship: Exploring the óSolarpunk Creaturesô of Hope in a 

Sustainable Future 

SAYANTANI SENGUPTA, Assistant Professor, NSHM Knowledge Campus, Kolkata  

Abstract: 

Solarpunk is an emerging sub-genre of science fiction that envisions and works towards 

developing a sustainable future interconnected with nature and community. In a solarpunk 

world, technology and nature are in harmony rather than in conflict with each other. The 

ultimate goal of this genre of science fiction is to work towards a future of coexistence, which 

appreciates and acknowledges our kinship with other beings, as an alternative to dystopian 

gloominess. Solarpunk Creatures, a recent anthology of solarpunk short stories introduced the 

readers to a host of more-than-human protagonists including robots, AI, unconventional 

creatures, comet and so on. 

This paper intends to explore two unique more-than-human protagonists of the short 

stories titled ñHunting for Rainò by Lyndsey Croal and ñAn Inconvenient Unicornò by 

Geraldine Briany Hunt. While the first one, a robotic dog searches for rain in a drought-ridden 

place, ñAn Inconvenient Unicornò showcases this magical creature who evokes hope and tells 

us the importance of preserving the wild. This paper will further delve into some of the 

prominent themes like community building and technopositivism and argue that these 

narratives are not mere imaginations and source of passive entertainment but tools of revolution 

and evolution. 

Keywords: Solarpunk, Nonhumans, Kinship, Technopositivism, Sustainability. 
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Art and Society 

LAISHRAM SUSHIL, Research Scholar, Department of fine arts, Tripura University 

Abstract: 

From the earlier period onwards, art and society have a deep relation. As art is the reflection of 

a society where human beings lives in. It is said art is an expression of ideas, beliefs and 

feelings. Its the artist who plays the role of a medium  between art and the society. Because 

artist himself or herself lives in the society where he or she is gone through those experience 

which strikes in their mind and evoke their emotion also. Human  beings are influenced  by 

their environment whether it is their taste, class, gender or race which come under the culture. 

In art culture hold an important part, as culture define the society. Different society means 

different culture. Every society have their own culture. Which came from the people beliefs 

and the practice they follow. In earlier period artist do art work as form of semiotic of a society. 

Later artist start to express their feelings and ideas through their artwork. In todayôs rush and 

stressful life which people lives, art gives a moment to enjoy and keep their mind peace. It is 

the society which keep inspiring the artist to create good and relevant artwork of the society. 

Without inspiration artwork doesnôt have the taste and itôs became lifeless. Itôs the society 

where the inspiration are found and exists. 

Keywords: Society, Expressions, Beliefs, Environment, Influence 
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Echoes of Care: A Study of the Representation of Caregiving in Cynthia 

Kadohataôs Kira Kira 

SNIGDHA SUBHRASMITA, Research Scholar, Department of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, IIT Roorkee, India 

Abstract: 

This paper endeavours to investigate the representation of caregiving in the novel Kira Kira 

(2004) by Cynthia Kadohata, with a specific focus on the role of the caregiver and the attendant 

implications on their personal and professional lives. The narrative of the novel centres on the 

protagonist, Katie, who assumes the role of caregiver for her terminally ill sister, Lynn. It 

presents the emotional and physical burdens of caregiving, highlighting the challenges faced 

by caregivers often thrust into this role without adequate preparation or compensation. 

Additionally, the paper explores how caregiving impacts caregiver-care recipient relationships 

and alters oneôs perceptions of family and the meaning of life. This study uses literary analysis 
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to explore caregiving themes and the presentation of the caregiverôs experience. Findings are 

expected to increase knowledge of caregiving difficulties and challenges as shown in literature 

and how they mirror real-life caregiver struggles. Moreover, the study investigates the cultural 

setting of the Japanese - American community and how it shapes caregiving norms and beliefs. 

Keywords: Caregiving, Terminal Illness, Care Experience, Care Recipient, Japanese-

American Community. 
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The Emergence of Islam: Illuminating the Submission to Allah 

WASIM AZAM, Research Scholar, Banaras Hindu University, India  

Abstract: 

Islam is not a religion but a spirit to Allah. It is a path of eternal love and divine peace. It is an 

Arabic word which seems to have been derived from the word Aslama, meaning to submission. 

It focuses on the spirit of giving oneself entirely to Allah. It leads to an illumination of the 

supreme power. Muslim is an adherent name to Islam. Muslim is an Arabic word, meaning to 

one who gets submission to Allah. Islam is a path of dedication to Allah. In Islam, there is a 

concept of monotheism where only Allah is the greatest and the most merciful. Allah is the 

most beneficient, the ever-living, and the self-subsisting. As every religion shows that love is 

a vital point to reach out to Allah, Islam also lights the perpetual love. In every religion, there 

is love, yet love has no religion. Allah can be perceived through the power of divine love. The 

submission to Allah is an evocation of love. The realization of Allah is possible only through 

the path of love. The path of love becomes celestial when two lovers are dedicated to each 

other at any cost without any conditions. Where the illumination of unconditional love, there 

is the realization of Allah. The divine path of self-realization is an exhilaration of Islamic 

mysticism, encompassing Sharia, Marifa, Tariqa, and Haqiqa. Islamic mysticism leads to 

etiquette of truth and knowledge. Islamic asceticism is a practice of mysticism, revealing the 

unheard message of love and peace that leads to the light of the whole cosmos. 

Keywords: Islam, Allah, Love, Submission, Mysticism. 
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The Stench of Rotten Meat and Bones : The Self, the Object, and the Abject 

in the Narrative of Jibanananda Dasôs Malloban 

SAMPRITI BHATTACHARYYA, Ph.D. Research Fellow, Department of Humanities 

and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur, 

West Bengal & MALLIKA GHOSH SARBADHIKARY, Associate Professor, 

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Engineering Science 

and Technology, Shibpur, West Bengal 

Abstract: 

This paper, through a psychoanalytic and narratological study of the novel Malloban (1973), 

attempts to investigate how Jibanananda Das employs the narrative trope of the abject that 

haunts the margins of socio-cultural-linguistic landscape and beckons to the other side of oneôs 

identity. The abject, according to Julia Kristeva, is a ñprimal repressionò associated with 

something that ñdisturbs identity, system, orderò. The state of abjection can be produced when 

the idea of selfhood is distorted, cast out, or cast aside by the óotherô. This óotherô in Malloban, 

is not only maternal but also a larger sociopolitical, linguistic, and psychological landscape 

where the narratorôs separation anxiety, psychosexual anomalies, malaise of the urban conjugal 

life serve as nuanced spaces of threat, incorporating forms of individual and collective trauma. 

This entails a breakdown in meaning, resulting in a disjunction between óselfô and the óotherô, 

life and death, abject and the real. Malloban revolves around this dialectic, gradually 

recognizing the abject as an extension of himself, thus adding further layers of obscurity to the 

narrative of identity. The paper seeks to unfurl how Dasôs narrative upturns the power dynamics 

of the society and strives to proffer a fresh study that substantiates the supremacy of the 

carnivalesque in the novel that subverts the social and linguistic order thereafter. This paper 

tries to explore this understudied narrative aspect of Malloban and show how a narrativeôs 

proximity to abjection, use of vile idioms, street diction, mentions of disease, death and dirt, 

acts of spitting and vomiting, bawdy and disturbing at times, stand out as the means to portray 
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a linguistic protest against the polished tongues of a time and also mark the turning of a poet 

to a reticent urban novelist, naked and raw with all his angst, standing at the threshold of an 

inexplicable existential crisis. 

Keywords: Jibanananda Das, Narrative, Abject, Self, Other, Identity, Carnivalesque 

Bio-note: 

Sampriti Bhattacharyya is a Ph.D. Research fellow (UGC-JRF) in the Department of 
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Navigating City through Anomalous Profession: Representation of Lived 

Experiences of Urban Poor Women in an Indian Documentary 

AMRITA TALUKDAR, UGC-JRF PhD Research Scholar, IIT PATNA, India 

Abstract: 

In the last couple of decades due to modernization and industrialization India has witnessed an 

escalating growth of internal migration from rural to urban areas, especially in megacities. 

However, in a bid to attain a better livelihood, a significant portion of this migrant population 

lives in impoverished marginal settlements like slums with poor infrastructure and unhygienic 

conditions. Therefore, their journey from obtaining a home in the city to have ability to feel the 

city as home is widely different from those people who live in the big mansions of the city. The 

article wants to probe into the gender dynamics of the Indian slum narratives through 

examining a PSBT (Public Survey Broadcasting Trust) India documentary, Mera Apna Sheher 

(My Own City) (2011) directed by Sameera Jain. It solely focuses on the lived experiences of 

those women who belong to the weaker socio-economic section in the city. It shares the 

narratives of some women who are professional drivers emerging especially from the slums of 

Delhi. Despite living a life of uncertainty and absurdity, these women showcase resilience to 

precarity through taking an anomalous profession which is typically meant for men. As a result, 

their narratives of navigating the space they inhabit as well as the city reflect how daunting it 

is for them to absorb the male-gaze in their quotidian existence. We have employed the feminist 

standpoint theory as a conceptual lens which enables us to critique individualistic and 

essentialist claims promoting communication and solidarity among differently situated women. 

This article argues that the lived experiences of these women who daily navigate an intersection 
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of spatial dynamics, as depicted in the documentary can challenge and transform the 

stereotypical portrayals of slum narratives by (re)presenting the unromanticized realities of 

their precarity and how these representations can potentially incite a transformation of urban 

futures in India. 

Keywords: Gendered Precarity, Urban Poor, Resilience Through Anomalous Profession, 

Indian Documentaries. 
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Naturally towards Nurture: The Eco Feminist Trailblazers in óGrandma 

Gatewoodôs Walkô and óWildô 

USHA SRIKANTH, Assistant Professor, Presidency College, India 

Abstract: 

óGrandma Gatewoodôs Walkô speaks of the hike that Ms. Emma Gatewood undertakes, a hike 

through the Appalachian Trail, the worldôs longest footpath, at the age of sixty seven, in 1955, 

leaving behind her household of eleven children and twenty three grandchildren from Gallia 

County, Ohio. She escaped from her thoughts and memories of an abusive marriage. She 

became a celebrity and was captured by leading newspapers; she escaped from the abuse of her 

husband only to find kindness in strangers and the terrain. Years later Cheryl Strayd undertakes 

a hike of the Pacific Crest Trail in 1995, she escaped the memories of her mother who 

succumbed to cancer and also escaped her own self that she did not recognize. She writes that 

she regained herself in the midst of nature. Both these woman go on these long and exhausting 

hikes only to feel rejuvenated and exhilarated, they reinvented themselves to become heroes in 

the eyes of the world.  Her book óWildô inspired many women to take this hike as a sport. This 

commonly became famous as the óWildô effect.  

The experiences of these two women is very different from one another yet equally 

awe-inspiring, the beauty of the experience is that they found in the wilderness the most 

precious thing that they had lost deep down, a connection with themselves. 

Ecofeminism movement explores the interconnection between women and nature, 

mainly oppression of women and nature by patriarchy. Women were denied access to the 

wilderness as it was mainly dominated by men. This paper attempts to compare the two books 
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óGrandma Gatewoodôs Walkô by Ben Montgomery and óWildô by Cheryl Strayd and analyse 

them from an ecofeminism critical theoretical viewpoint.  

Keywords: Ecofeminism, Gender, Gender Geography, Feminism, Patriarchy. 

Bio-note: 

She is  an Assistant Professor teaching English to undergraduates, she has been in this 
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reading books. She is especially interested in women and their work areas that deal with 
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for spirituality, it speaks of the journey from outside to inside and how Mother Nature curates 
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Modernization Without Westernization: The Influence of Hallyu on 

Cultural Integration in North-East India 

PRERNA GUHA, Independent Researcher 

Abstract: 

With globalization at its prime, cultural hybridization has found its footing universally. 

Offering a blend of traditional South Korean culture along with Western culture, the South 

Korean wave or Hallyu has been chasing the spotlight as an alternative form of modernization 

that does not compel one to forsake their inherent heritage while adopting another culture. 

South Korean waveôs cultural invasion into the whole of India is recent unlike its decade-long 

entry and pervasiveness in Indiaôs North East, particularly, among the young. The militantsô 

ban on satellite Hindi TV networks and the distribution of Hindi films in state-run theatres and 

homes had led to the emergence of South Korean media. Much of this cultural invasion also 

stemmed from the attributes of resemblance as well as the degree of familiarity of South Korean 

dramas, films, fashion, music, and style that gave impetus to curiosity and keenness in the 

youth of Indiaôs North East. Unlike the cultural affinity identified by the people of North East 

India with South Korea, there is an evident lack of cultural intimacy between them and the 

mainlanders. As a result, it causes a hindrance in establishing a sense of understanding and 

attachment to Indian popular culture and entertainment. 

Hence, this article explores the increasing popularity and dynamics of the cross-cultural 

interaction between Hallyu and the emergent popular culture in North-East India by analysing 

the terms on which the cultural proximity between these two geographically distant locations 

was bridged and strengthened. Therefore, this paper concludes that South Korean mediaôs 
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representation of Korean culture, fashion trends, cuisine, make-up, dramas, and films acts as a 

catalyst to leave an imprint on the impressionable youth of Indiaôs North-East. 

Keywords: Hallyu, Indiaôs North-East, South Korean Culture, Cultural Integration, Cultural 

Assimilation. 
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Prerna Guha, born and currently residing in Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India, is a postgraduate in 

English Literature from Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology, formerly KIIT (Deemed to 

be) University. As an independent researcher, her scholarly research entails domains such as 
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childrenôs literature. Along with a paper publication, she has presented six of her research 

papers in international webinars and conferences. Beyond the realm of literature, she has a 
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Dismantling the Nature/Culture Binary in the Nature Writing of Helen 

Macdonald and Erica Berry 

MONALISA JHA, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Lady Brabourne 

College, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

This paper shall explore twenty first century Nature writing, with special reference to Helen 

Macdonaldôs Falcon and Erica Blairôs Wolfish: Wolf, Self and the Stories We Tell About Fear, 

in order to parse how significations of what is understood by the ówildô, and how the non-

human is understood or defined, is a function of human cultural constructs. It shall trace what 

a practice of living with the non-human may represent, as exemplified in these texts, and how 

traditional hierarchies of human/animal may be dismantled by thinking about the non-human 

in ways which do not automatically privilege anthropocentric paradigms. As human thought is 

ineluctably centered on narratives, on which stories we choose to focus on, and how we choose 

to deliver them, this paper posits that alternative narratives of the non-human, which challenge 

the binaries of nature/culture, human/nonhuman, predator/prey, or civilisation/wilderness 

might provide for an ontological shift which focusses on a more ethical and responsive way of 

being in the hazardous present, marked by environmental crisis and precarity. The chosen texts 

focus on the falcon and the wolf, two animals which have been inextricably woven into the 

human cultural landscape as idea and concept, and challenge the normative ways of thinking 

associated with them to unravel the causes and effects of such thought. They also challenge 

boundaries of genre by combining elements of personal memoir, culture studies, and historical 

exploration, thus paving the way for a new kind of narrativity, which offers a fresh way of 

interrogating the Anthropocene. 
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Keywords: Nature-Writing, Anthropocene, Non-Human, Precarity, Ecology. 
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One is also not born but rather becomes, a man; A study of Jehangirôs life 

STUTI SHARMA, Research Scholar, Indira Gandhi National Tribal University, 

Amarkantak, India 

Abstract: 

The title of this paper ñOne is also not born but rather becomes, a man; A study of Jehangirôs 

lifeò is inspired from Beauvoirôs famous declaration in The Second Sex. She wrote, ñOne is not 

born but rather becomes, a womanò quoting a girlôs transformation into a meek, submissive 

and dependent woman due to the long process of socialization. This paper extends the similar 

discourse around men. It examines a boyôs transformation into a tough and stoic man. For this, 

the study chooses Jahangir, from Mistryôs Family Matters. It aims to analyze his life and 

influences which contributed in shaping his masculine identity. It explores how his expressive, 

sensitive and affectionate childhood turns into a more hardened and stoic manhood.  

The paper introduces the topic, outlines the novelôs story to explore Jehangirôs 

masculinity. It also reflects on the ideals of masculinity as presented by men around him. It 

shows his progressive disconnect from his mother, which is surprisingly accepted by her as a 

normal masculine coming-of-age process. Moreover it talks how she unknowingly nurtures 

faulty ideas of masculine shame and masculine honor for him.  

The paper concludes, either boy or a girl, both fall prey to the societal expectations 

shoved upon them since childhood. It is the society which signals boys to be tough, aggressive 

and stoic. Hence, a surge in the number of men struggling with anger, depression and 

hopelessness is evident. The elder members of families play pivotal role in instilling these ideas 

in boys, imbuing them with problematic notions of masculine shame and masculine honor. 

Jehangirôs final words ñYes,ò I say. ñYes, Iôm happy.ò, marked with his emotional numbness, 

reveals the impression of restrictive masculine socialization on him. 
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Keywords: Men and Masculinity, Gender Roles, Masculine Shame, Masculine Honor and 

Family Matters.   
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Popular Culture and Chetan Bhagatôs The Three Mistakes Of My Life 

DR. DIVYA P, Higher Secondary Education Department, Higher Secondary Education 

Department, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

The popular culture has not only become an emerging new genre of literary text in the twenty 

first century, but also appeared to reflect new modalities of living. The narratives reflect young 

metropolitan characters that are with ignited mind and working modern jobs in the corporate 

service sectors. The characters are struggling to preserve their identities in the spirit of urban 

modernity as young professionals in metropolitan spaces within and outside India. The 

narratives of popular literature highlights multinational food chains including bar and pubs, 

cafe shops, bakery, Pizza outlets and so on as the icons of Indian global culture. In the novel, 

The Three Mistakes of My Life, Chetan Bhagat sketches the plan of the protagonists to open a 

new outlet for their sporting-goods shop, but the massive earthquake destroys their dreams and 

aspirations as well as the prospect of a new six-storey mall. Chetan Bhagat, in the novel The 

Three Mistakes of My Life, delineates various phases of human life where victory and defeat 

as well as ups and downs are the parts of human life. As human beings we should never think 

of suicide and never think to end our life while tossing on the misfortunes and personal 

complexities. The sports and cricket are used as a metaphor of life, which shows the unending 

sequence of rise and falls or ups and downs. In our life we often lose our innings but, later we 

regain strength and repair the broken pieces of our aspirations and pursue our journey of life. 

The narrator Govind resurrects his life like a phoenix from the ashes of three mistakes which 

is similar to the winning and loss of wickets in the cricket of Indian team. 

Keywords: Popular Culture, Metropolitan, Modernity, Tradition, Aspiration. 
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Dr. Divya. P obtained her Ph. D in Indian Diasporic Literature. She was educated at various 

colleges under the universities in Kerala. Her area of interest includes Indian Diaspora, 

Feminism, Indian Writing in English etc. She has presented papers in different seminars 

including international/national/state level. A large number of scholarly papers have been 

published in reputed national and international refereed journals and e-journals. She has 

contributed book chapters too. Currently she is pursuing her teaching profession in English. 

ñAll Rise (Except For...?)ò: The Curious Case of Thind and the Evolution 

and Racism, Law and Exclusion in the Early 20th Century, USA (1900s-

1920s) 

RONEY P VIJAY KUMAR, Scholar, Department of History, University of Delhi, Delhi 

Abstract: 

This research examines the complex relationship between immigration, racism, and citizenship 

through the Bhagat Singh Thind vs. United States case, exposing the contradictions within 

Americaôs ideals of equality and the reality of racial exclusion. The study reveals how the Thind 

case played a crucial role in shaping the legal definition of ñwhitenessò and its implications for 

U.S. naturalization, highlighting the racial constructs that have historically influenced societal 

norms and laws. 

The paper traces the origins of Asian-Indian immigration to the U.S. and the legislative 

measures, such as those labeling certain groups as ñaliens ineligible for citizenship,ò that were 

specifically designed to exclude non-white immigrants. Despite their aspirations for a better 

life, Indian immigrants in the U.S. were met with persistent racism and discrimination, which 

mirrored the systemic oppression they faced in colonial India. In India, the British Empireôs 

policy of ñdivide et imperaò exploited existing social hierarchiesðsuch as caste, religion, and 

ethnicityðto maintain control and further imperial interests. 

Moreover, the research underscores how ñwhitenessò became a unifying concept across 

the U.S., Canada, and the British Empire, fostering solidarity against South Asians and other 

marginalized communities. The study critiques the false notion of ñscientific raceò theories that 

underpinned these exclusions and exposes the enduring legacy of racism that continues to 

influence the lives of South Asian immigrants. By unraveling these historical and legal 

complexities, the research challenges the dominant narratives of American equality and 

opportunity, prompting a deeper reflection on the nationôs ongoing struggles with race, identity, 

and belonging. Ultimately, it calls for a reexamination of Americaôs ideals in light of its 

exclusionary past and present practices. 

Keywords: Ghadar movement, Racism, Citizenship, Immigratiom Whiteness. 
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Trauma and Silence: Reading Shobha Raoôs óThe Lost Ribbonô 

MITALI MISHRA, Associate Professor, Department Of English, Lady Shri Ram 

College, University of Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

This paper analyses the story óThe Lost Ribbonô from Shobha Raoôs 2006 book An Unrestored 

Woman. It uses the framework of Motherhood Studies to argue that the act of infanticide at the 

heart of the story is embedded in larger structural inequalities and patriarchal ideologies of the 

Partition-Recovery Operation that need examination. The paper provides a perspective on 

maternal ambivalence to expand on Adrienne Richôs distinction of mothering as óexperienceô 

and motherhood as a patriarchal institution. It argues that contrary to an abstract ideal of a 

ónaturalô mother, her subject position was determined by patriarchal forces that created 

traumatic ambivalence in her regarding where she belonged while the law insisted that she 

return to a nation that refused to accommodate her children. The subject position of women at 

the time of Partition was caught within multiple discourses. The State, religion, family, 

community, and nation intersected in myriad ways to construct discourses of women as a 

gendered citizen subject. Women had to negotiate these with their lived realities during the 

Partition. This was specifically problematic for mothers of post-abduction children. 

Keywords: Trauma, Silence, Filicide, Motherhood Studies, Recovery Operation. 
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Mitali Mishra,  is an Associate Professor, Lady Shri Ram College, University of Delhi. She has 

been teaching at LSR College since 1998. She has done her B.A. (LSR 1994, DU, Gold Medal), 

MA (St. Stephenôs 1996, DU), and M.Phil. (DU1999, Distinction). She has publications in 

newspapers and journals. Her area of research is gender and partition studies. 

Shaping self and identity: Through the under-graduate campus experiences 

of Dalit Women in Kerala 

AISHWARYA KS, PhD Scholar, IIT Palakkad, Department of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Indian Institute of Technologym Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

This paper is based on my own research on the under-graduate campus experiences of Dalit 

women in Kerala. Beginning from deciding what to study after their schooling till the point of 

reflecting their own experience of their undergraduate campus life, I attempted to capture 

various moments, choices, challenges and events that happened in their undergraduate life. 

Looking from a Dalit feminist standpoint, I tried analyzing how different aspects of their 

experiences were shaped based on the socio-economic and cultural context they live in. 

Reflecting their own educational journey and locating themselves as a Dalit woman in Malayali 

society, I could see how differently each of them viewed their own process of self-construction 

and identity formation.  

Taking a qualitative approach, I had in-depth conversations with 25 Hindu-Dalit women 

who have completed their under-graduation from different colleges in Kerala and were born 

and brought up in Ernakulam district. The paper will therefore discuss what and how different 

factors such as family, class status, caste location, gender, neighborhood, school, friends and 

so on played roles in shaping their under-graduate journey.  

Treating the notion of experience, intersectionality and reflection as the key concepts 

in my study, this paper focuses on how gender and caste takes different forms in influencing 

choice making process, feelings, emotions and their own notions on their self and identity. The 

construct of merit, certain beauty standards of Malayali women, financial statuses, social 

identity and the very own reality of being a Dalit Woman has taken different roles in their 

under-graduate campus lives. I could find or explore new forms of interconnectedness of 

gender, education, caste and society thus giving new scope to the already existing research 

scholarships to indulge into new paradigms.  

Keywords: Dalit Women, Campus, Experience, Kerala, Intersectionality. 
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She is currently pursuing PhD in Sociology/ Social Anthropology at the Department of 

Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology, Palakkad, India. She 

completed my M.Phil. in Planning and Development from Indian Institute of Technology, 

Bombay. She did my Masters in Social Work with specialization in Dalit and Tribal Studies 

and Action from Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai. She did my graduation in Electrical 

and Electronics Engineering from National Institute of Technology, Calicut.  

She has been passionate about different aspects of society specifically focusing on the 

caste and gender dynamics in India. Both my masters and M.Phil. research projects were 

centered around the under-graduate experiences of Dalit students in Kerala. She has begun 

indulging with the idea of intersectionality while curiously looking into the interplay between 

multiple identities; specifically, caste and gender.  

Tracing the voices of Diaspora, Memory and Home in some select work of 

poet Rohan Chhetri 

ANUPAMA PRADHAN, State Aided College Teacher, Darjeeling Government College, 

West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Rohan Chhetri is a an Indian-Nepali poet and translator originally hailing from Doors, the  

region of West Bengal located in the border of India and Bhutan, the region that experiences 

its own geopolitical story of turmoil, linguistic syncretism and identity crisis in time past an  

time present. He is the recipient of Emerging Poets Prize (2015), Kundiman Poetry Prize  

(2018), who is currently pursuing Ph.D. in literature and creative writing at the University of  

Houston U.S.A. living abroad. His second book Lost, Hurt or In Transit Beautiful acclaimed 

him worldwide recognition and popularity as he intends to bring out his roots and wings into 

his poetry, his love for his birth place and its essence. He revisits his migration history, the pain 

engulfed in his memory and issues of identity crisis in his poems from this anthology.  He wants 

his readers to move through the polyphony, to visit the texture of the landscape, the  forbidden 

story of border towns. Chhetriôs poetry heralds the intensity of his pain and discovery, his 

struggle and journey towards success. These are not just a piece of art or poetry but the 

reflection of entire community history, a literary discourse that widens up our perspective of 

understanding the border village life and the myth of nationhood and the concept of identity 

associated with nation. My paper intends to do the close reading of his selected poems from 

the collection of Lost, Hurt or In Transit Beautiful tracing the voices of diaspora, migration, 

memory and home.ôThe term diaspora is referred as a forced dispersal and displacement, 

collective trauma, cultural flowering, a troubled relationship with the past, transcending 

frontiers etc. However, the term diaspora has been expanded to incorporate situations that are 

not associated with forced dispersal or a desire to returnô writes Vijay Agnew in his book 
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ñDiaspora, Memory and Identityò. Rohan Chhetriôs works thus denote a transnational sense of 

self and community as a whole and create an understanding of ethnicity, ethnic bonds, familial 

history with ached past that transcends the borders and boundaries of nation states. His poems 

are an amalgamation of diasporic experiences and a dynamic tension he undergoes between the 

place of his birth and the place he is currently living in. He dwells upon his memories to fetch 

beautiful creation shaped in poetry. He has discovered the tussle of ideas between his 

metaphorical home and the real home back in Doors, India. Chhetri uses his intellectual, social, 

cultural and personal resources to construct his identity into his poetry which transcend 

physical and social boundaries reaching the mass across the globe. Tony Morriso (1990) 

compares memory to water and notes, not stable and static but fluid and temporal. Memories 

ignite our imagination and enable us to vividly recreate our recollections of home as a haven 

filled with nostalgia, longing and desire, or they compel us, as witnesses and co- witnesses, to 

construct home as a site and space of vulnerability, danger and violent trauma. Memories can 

be nostalgically evocative of imaginary homelands and places of birth and origin as well as an 

antidote to the struggles of the present. Chhetri uses his memories as instrument to weave his 

thoughts in order to place it in transit beautiful. Rohan Chhetri is a real poet of soil who can 

pacify the meaning of pain and loss, his language is indelible and his expressions are like a 

moving image. I intend to highlight some of his poems like Father, Farther :1986, Singing 

Bone, Lamentation for a Failed Revolution, Bordersong, Dasai, The Intelligence of Hunger and 

Raidak River Thimphu in context of diaspora, trauma, memory and home. This paper is an 

attempt to analyze Rohan Chhetriôs poetic journey from the tow  of foothills to .S., an insightful 

story of oneôs struggle and achievements 

Keywords: Diaspora, Memory, Migration, Home, Rohan Chhetri, Doors, Houston. 
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Telugu Films in America: Nostalgia of Homeland for a Diasporic Community 

D. SUDHA RANI, Assoc. Prof. in English, VNR Vignana Jyothi Institute Of Engineering 

and Technology & RACHEL IRDAYA RAJ, Asst. Prof. VNR Vignan Jyothi Institute of 

Engineering and Technology, India 

Abstract: 

Rohan Chhetri is a an Indian-Nepali poet and translator originally hailing from Doors, the 

region of West Bengal located in the border of India and Bhutan, the region that experiences 

its own geopolitical story of turmoil, linguistic syncretism and identity crisis in time past and 

time present. He is the recipient of Emerging Poets Prize (2015), Kundiman Poetry Prize 

(2018), who is currently pursuing Ph.D. in literature and creative writing at the University of 

Houston U.S.A. living abroad. His second book Lost, Hurt or In Transit Beautiful acclaimed 

him worldwide recognition and popularity as he intends to bring out his roots and wings into 

his poetry, his love for his birth place and its essence. He revisits his migration history, the pain 

engulfed in his memory and issues of identity crisis in his poems from this anthology. He wants 

his readers to move through the polyphony, to visit the texture of the landscape, the forbidden 

story of border towns. Chhetriôs poetry heralds the intensity of his pain and discovery, his 

struggle and journey towards success. These are not just a piece of art or poetry but the 

reflection of entire community history, a literary discourse that widens up our perspective of 

understanding the border village life and the myth of nationhood and the concept of identity 

associated with nation. My paper intends to do the close reading of his selected poems from 

the collection of Lost, Hurt or In Transit Beautiful tracing the voices of diaspora, migration, 

memory and home. óThe term diaspora is referred as a forced dispersal and displacement, 

collective trauma, cultural flowering, a troubled relationship with the past, transcending 

frontiers etc. However, the term diaspora has been expanded to incorporate situations that are 

not associated with forced dispersal or a desire to returnô writes Vijay Agnew in his book 

ñDiaspora, Memory and Identityò. Rohan Chhetriôs works thus denote a transnational sense of 

self and community as a whole and create an understanding of ethnicity, ethnic bonds, familial 

history with ached past that transcends the borders and boundaries of nation states. His poems 

are an amalgamation of diasporic experiences and a dynamic tension he undergoes between the 

place of his birth and the place he is currently living in. He dwells upon his memories to fetch 

beautiful creation shaped in poetry. He has discovered the tussle of ideas between his 

metaphorical home and the real home back in Doors, India. Chhetri uses his intellectual, social, 

cultural and personal resources to construct his identity into his poetry which transcend 

physical and social boundaries reaching the mass across the globe. Tony Morrison (1990) 

compares memory to water and notes, not stable and static but fluid and temporal. Memories 

ignite our imagination and enable us to vividly recreate our recollections of home as a haven 

filled with nostalgia, longing and desire, or they compel us, as witnesses and co- witnesses, to 
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construct home as a site and space of vulnerability, danger and violent trauma. Memories can 

be nostalgically evocative of imaginary homelands and places of birth and origin as well as an 

antidote to the struggles of the present. Chhetri uses his memories as instrument to weave his 

thoughts in order to place it in transit beautiful. Rohan Chhetri is a real poet of soil who can 

pacify the meaning of pain and loss, his language is indelible and his expressions are like a 

moving image. I intend to highlight some of his poems like Father, Farther :1986, Singing 

Bone, Lamentation for a Failed Revolution, Bordersong, Dasai, The Intelligence of Hunger and 

Raidak River Thimphu in context of diaspora, trauma, memory and home. This paper is an 

attempt to analyze Rohan Chhetriôs poetic journey from the town of foothills to .S., an 

insightful story of oneôs struggle and achievements. 

Keywords: Nostalgia, Memory, Telugu Diaspora, Films. 
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The Interplay of Memory, Trauma and Healing in Michael Ondaatjeôs The 

English Patient 

DR. MD RAKIBUL ISLAM, Assistant Professor of English, Department of Law, Amu 

Centre Murshidabad, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

In this research paper, we search for the themes of memory, trauma, and healing and how they 

are intricately weaved into the lives of characters like Hana, Kip, Caravaggio, and Almasy in 

Michael Ondaatjeôs Booker Prize (1992) and Golden Man Booker Prize (2018) winning fiction 

The English Patient (1992). Ondaatje creates a profound exploration of the human psyche; each 

character is given a chance to shed light on the dark corners of their memories related to 

physical and psychological wounds. Shedding light on the dark corners of their respective pasts 

also works as a powerful form of self-therapy, helping them find peace of mind and healing 

and move forward. Almasy, the English patient, suffers severe physical injuries and memory 

loss; his fragmented recollections of his past are related to the trauma he has endured, as well 

as the fact that his memories are often triggered by emotional distress or pain, a reflection of 

how trauma can alter the way memories are recollected. Hana, a Canadian nurse, helps him 

cope with his past, slowly reclaiming his lost identity. Hana herself becomes isolated as a result 

of her trauma, primarily due to the loss of her father and inborn baby in an abortion. Through 
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caring for the English Patient, Hana confronts her grief of the past and begins to rebuild/heal 

her sense of self. Caravaggio also bears a series of physical and psychological scars, and his 

memories of the war are linked to feelings of loss and betrayal. Kip, an Indian Sikh sapper, is 

forced to confront the trauma of his colonial identity. For Kip, healing involves a painful 

realisation and a rejection of his previous loyalties; his final parting from Europe (coloniser) to 

India (colonised) symbolises a step towards a new identity. The paper portrays how each 

characterôs path to healing- physical, psychological, personal or communalðis different, 

reflecting the complex nature of memory and the enduring impact of trauma on the human soul. 

Keywords: Healing, Memory, Physical And Psychological Wounds, Self, Trauma, War. 
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Murshidabad, West Bengal, India. He did his Masters and his Ph.D. from Aligarh Muslim 

University, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, India. His research papers have appeared in journals like 

The Grove - Working Papers on English Studies, Contemporary Voices of Dalit, and Journal of 

Postcolonial Writings. At present, he is in charge of the Publication Committee at AMU Centre 

Murshidabad. He is also one of the review members of an international journal titled The 

Criterion: An International Journal in English. His research and teaching interests include 

postcolonial literature, linguistics, English for specific purpose, and legal language. Email: 

mdrakibulislam1989@gmail.com  

Breaking Domestic Conventions During the War: A Resistance Pattern of 

Women Warriors in Nayomi Munaweeraôs Island of A Thousand Mirrors 

and Maaza Mengisteôs The Shadow King 

S SATHIYA GNANAMBIGAI, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Kanchi Mamunivar 

Government Institute For Post Graduate Studies and Research, Pondicherry, India 

Abstract: 

There are many forms of resistance in literary studies. Resistance not only includes the violent 

strategies of the minorities or the marginalized against the majorities or the centralized, but 

also it deals with the individualsô exposition of resistance resulting to the change of their 

positions. In better way, the subject of resistance depicts the dynamic changing place of the 

marginalized. Resistance literature is the output of many marginalized writers, deals with the 

ideas of dominances, oppressions and liberations. At the modern literary scale, many expatriate 

women writers voice out for the people of minorities in their homelands. In their respective 

novels, Nayomi Munaweera, a Sri Lankan born American writer and Maaza Mengiste, a 

Ethiopian born American writer elucidate the struggles of innocent women during their 

countryôs controversial conflicts. This paper critically analyzes the transformation of those 
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women from naµve to warrior by crossing the dysphoric and abusive domestic space. It sorts 

out the resistance pattern of two women warriors from two different countries during the rising 

conflicts. Elaborating the patriarchal dominance at the war reality, the paper finds out the new 

identities of the protagonists who protest against nightmares, suppression, slavery and violence. 

Keywords: Resistance, Ethiopian Women Fighters, Weaker Sex, Intersectional Violence, War 

Reality And Unglorified Heroism. 

Bio-note: 

S. Sathiya Gnanambigai is a Full-Time Research Scholar, working on the subjects of gender 

inequality and trauma in the writings of Sri Lankan  Diaspora narratives. As she is a diversified 

reader, she is always curious to search, appreciate and learn the innovatives of English 

Literature. she is currently turning the pages of Indian graphic novels. 

ELT in Digital India and Rural Bharat: A Case Study of Language 

Challenges in Agricultural Universities of Rajasthan 

BHARTI SHOKEEN, Assistant Prof., Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture University, 

Jobner-Jaipur, Government of Rajasthan & VHUYASHI DAS, Assistant Prof., Delhi 

Technical Campus, Greater Noida affiliated to GGSIPU Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Article 1 of the constitution states, ñIndia, that is Bharatéò Here two names óIndiaô and 

óBharatô stand for one nation. However, even after celebrating 78 years of independence, 

ironically, it is being felt that India and Bharat is not one but two different nations where India, 

i.e. the 25% urban population, powered by Intel, is always shining whose next generation goes 

global, within a fraction of second, digitally via Google, Instagram, Facebook or Twitter etc. 

On the other hand, Bharat, i.e. the remaining 75% rural population, still awaits a power 

restoration even after weeks of a heavy rainfall or some similar situation, or prays for the timely 

arrival of the only bus that comes twice a day to the nearest bus stop of the village. Compared 

to the affluent India, Bharat seems to be deprived, desolate and deficient in all walks of life. 

Similar is the fate/case of English Language Teaching (ELT). When Indian students, attempting 

Olympiads in school, are going global in IELTS and TOEFL etc., the Bhartiya Vidyarthi, even 

after a monotonous training of 9-10 years, finds it difficult to jot down the first line of a simple 

Reference to the Context (RTC): ñthese lines have been taken froméò. The situation becomes 

quite alarming when one realizes that majority of UG students donôt even know the Hindi 

equivalents of all words of Wh- questions viz, who, when, why, whose, whereéetc. This paper 

focuses on the challenges of teaching English to the rural students of Rajasthan agriculture 

universities. 
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Keywords: English Language Teaching (ELT), Agriculture, Rural. 

Bio-note: 

Bharti Shokeen is an Assistant Professor of English at Sri Karan Narendra Agriculture 

University, Jobner-Jaipur, Government of Rajasthan. She holds a PhD from Jawaharlal Nehru 

University, Delhi, on the topic of Language Testing for Immigration and Citizenship. Her 

teaching and research areas include English Language Teaching (ELT), Computer Aided 

Language Learning (CALL), Communication Skills and Training & Placement. She has more 

than 15 years of teaching experience including 8 years at IIT Delhi. As an editor, I have also 

edited reports and policy documents of Central Govt. bodies such as ICSSR, IIDS Delhi, JNU 

Delhi etc. As a language lab trained teacher, she has an extensive experience of Digital 

Language Laboratory which includes CALL, language software, audio-visuals, multimedia, e-

assessment, operating laboratory electronic systems etc. 

Collective Remembering: Unravelling Cultural Trauma in Abdulrazak 

Gurnahôs By The Sea 

NAZLEE RAHMAN BARLASKAR, Research Scholar, University of Science And 

Technology, Meghalaya, India 

Abstract: 

Literature is a powerful medium to explore cultural memory and trauma, bridging personal 

narratives with broader societal contexts. It often portrays trauma, allowing readers to engage 

with its emotional and psychological effects. This study will explore how cultural memory and 

trauma shape the understanding of the past and its impact on collective identity. Cultural 

memory refers to the shared recollections of historical events within a group or society. It is 

transmitted through various forms of representation, such as literature, art, monuments, and 

rituals. In contrast, cultural trauma occurs when a group or community experiences a 

horrendous event that leaves lasting marks on their collective consciousness. It involves 

discursive practices, shared narratives, and struggles to define what constitutes trauma. 

Abdulrazak Gurnahôs novels often delve deeply into themes of cultural trauma, particularly 

focusing on the experiences of displacement, migration, and the lingering effects of 

colonialism. His works explore how these historical and social forces shape individual and 

collective identities. In his novel By the Sea, Gurnah portrays the trauma of displacement and 

imprisonment. The narrative, set between Zanzibar and Britain, highlights the sense of 

unbelonging and the psychological impact of being uprooted from oneôs homeland. His 

characters often grapple with feelings of loss, frustration, and loneliness, reflecting his 

experiences as a refugee. His writing provides a poignant exploration of the refugee identity 

and the quest for spiritual belonging in a world marked by cultural and geographical 
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dislocation. This study will explore how societies remember and respond to historical events 

in the crisis of traumatic experiences. 

Keywords: Collective Memory, War, Trauma, Violence, Shared Narratives, Alienation. 

Bio-note: 

Nazlee Rahman Barlaskar is a research scholar in the Department of English at the University 

of Science and Technology, Meghalaya, India. Her research interest focuses on war-related 

trauma, memory, mental issues, and identity crisis of war-ridden people in African societies. 

She has passed her post-graduation and B.ed degree from Assam University, Silchar, Assam. 

She has worked as a Guest Lecturer in the Department of English at Cachar College, Silchar, 

Assam. 

Telling the Trans Story: Precarity in Haddi and Taali 

SMITA VIVEK JAKKANI (DHANTAL), Independent Researcher, CHRIST University, 

Bengaluru, India 

Abstract: 

The representation of the Indian transgender community in Haddi and Taali, both released in 

2023, is glaringly divergent. Haddi presents the transgender community as being involved in 

morally dubious and illegal activities like prostitution, extortion, violence, and so on. This 

results in the entire community being looked at as a blemish on the society by the others in the 

film, a notion that is also partially echoed by the general society in the real world. On the other 

hand, Taali focuses on the various struggles faced by the community on the journey towards 

achieving acceptance and assimilation. The web series showcases how the majority of the 

community wishes to be acknowledged and recognised as citizens of the society and would 

like to have the same rights as the óothers.ô However, both the portrayals carry some truth and 

some fiction for dramatic effect. In order to compare the similarities and differences in the 

representation of the Indian transgender community in these two texts, this article focuses on 

themes such as violence, transphobia, death, parenting, love and sexuality, and also the 

initiation into the closed transgender community. Consequently, the article reflects on the 

struggle both the protagonists face to form their identities in a society which claims to worship 

the Ardhanareshwar form of the divinity, while also demeaning an entire community of 

transgenders, leaving the transgender community precarious. 

Keywords: Haddi (2023), Precarity, Taali (2023), Vulnerability. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Smita Vivek Jakkani (Dhantal) received her PhD in English Studies from  CHRIST 

(Deemed to be University), Bengaluru. She worked in the areas of Fantasy Fiction and Literary 
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Theory. She is an academic and creative writer who explores ideas from different fields of 

knowledge. Apart from Literature, her interests lie in fields of Psychology, Sociology, 

Philosophy, and History. She has published academic articles in the areas of Childrenôs 

Literature, Gender Studies, Food Studies, and Fantasy Fiction . She has also published the tool 

she developed for her PhD research as a patent. 

Wells of Suffering: Exploring Trauma in Haruki Murakamiôs The Wind-

Up Bird Chronicle 

UMASHANKAR ROY, Assistant Professor of English, Netaji Subhas Ashram 

Mahavidyalaya, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Abstract: This paper, titled Wells of Suffering: Exploring Trauma in Murakamiôs The Wind-Up 

Bird Chronicle, investigates how Haruki Murakami portrays violence and trauma in his novel. 

The novel intertwines the personal struggles of the protagonist, Toru Okada, with Japanôs 

historical wartime atrocities, creating a layered exploration of both individual and collective 

trauma. The symbolism of the well, a recurring motif in the novel, serves as a metaphor for the 

descent into the unconscious, where repressed memories and deep-seated traumas reside. By 

examining the psychological, emotional, and historical aspects of violence in the story, this 

paper explores how Murakami uses magic realism, surrealism and fragmented storytelling to 

highlight the enduring impact of trauma. Ultimately, the paper argues that The Wind-Up Bird 

Chronicle presents a haunting meditation on the inescapable nature of suffering and the 

challenging path toward healing in a world where the past continually reverberates into the 

present. 

Keywords: Trauma, Motif, Unconscious, Magic Realism, Surrealism, 

Bio-note: 

Umashankar Roy is Assistan Professor at Department of English, Netaji Subhas Ashram 

Mahavidyalaya, West Bengal.  

Advertisements and Cultural Politics: A Study on the Visual Ads in Kerala 

Media 

JITHIN JOSEPH, Director, Lane Language Academy, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Advertisements and Cultural Politics: A Study on the Visual Ads in Kerala Media is the title of 

the research project that examines the advertising displayed before as day by day. For the best 

product sales, the prevalent culture is changed and made a little political. Using visual media, 
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we may see contemporary trends. In todayôs advertising, you may learn how to implement and 

apply the latest trends in conventional approaches. Recent comparative advertising research in 

the fields of advertising, mass communication, and marketing primarily relied on culture to 

explain differences in advertisement content between nations. 

India was often compared uncritically with other nations, especially those with non-

Western political traditions, media systems, and social structures, which raises epistemological 

questions regarding the validity of such comparisons. After examining commercials that are 

popular in our country, India, I analysed their influence on Kerala culture and tradition. 

Innovative themes are used in the ads to draw attention to Keralan culture, custom, folklore, 

and other traditions. Godôs Own Country is filled with colourful festivals, mouthwatering 

cuisine and beautiful beaches and backwaters. Newspapers, magazines, posters, websites, and 

television commercials are the mediums used by the advertising industry to communicate the 

above stated information and ideas to and on behalf of others. 

These components and their impact on culture make it clear that management teams 

must take into account cultural differences among various groups of persons when creating 

product marketing techniques. Future research should examine the effect of socioeconomic 

variables on cultural elements. Researchers have a difficulty when it comes to data availability.  

Researchers found that commercials consistently use the creative ideas of directors and 

producers to attract and engage their target audience. They are always seeking new strategies 

to capture customer attention and drive sales. 

Keywords: Cultural Impact, Advertising Trends, Consumer Engagement. 

Bio-note: 

As the Director of Lane Management Company and Lane Language Academy, I offer a broad 

range of experience in education and management. My career began as an English Language 

Trainer at St. Antonyôs Public School in Anakalu, Kanjirapally, and expanded through roles at 

TPS Manakala and Times Gurukula CBSE School in Karnataka. I also served as a Probationary 

Assistant Professor at Marygiri College of Arts and Science in Koothattukulam. 

I hold degrees in English Language and Literature from Al Azhar College and Deva 

Matha College Kuravilangad. My expertise is bolstered by certifications in Human Resources, 

MS Excel, digital marketing, and communication skills. Awarded the Young Researcher Award 

2023, I am recognized for my problem-solving skills and commitment to excellence. Passionate 

about lifelong learning, I am eager to explore opportunities for collaboration and growth. 
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Studying Performativity in Food Tradition and Ritualistic Fervour of 

ñMaha Prabhu Barowari Melaò in Paschim Medinipur 

POULAMI HALDER, PhD Scholar, Visva-Bharati, Santiniketan, West Bengal 

Abstract: 

Festivals and carnivals portray a series of ritual practices around food. This is extremely 

interesting for understanding the gastro-politics behind a social belief for the community 

progression. When events occur in rural settings, they often reveal the 

fundamental/foundational history of community traditions. Taking the example of óBarowari 

Melaô (Community Fair) around the grand duo of ñGour-Nitaiò (Shri Chaitanya Dev and his 

associate Nityananda Prabhu) in Keshiary, a village in Paschim (West) Medinipur in West 

Bengal, this paper aims to understand the development of this festival through the lens of food 

in a land not predominantly inhabited by the Vaishnavas. The diverse demography of this 

region reflects the influx of people from the surrounding states of Odissa and Bihar, along with 

the Bangals (immigrants from East Bengal), Ghotis (locals of Bengal before partition) and 

Adivasi communities of the region. This socio-cultural milieu brings forth the interplay of 

geopolitics for the development of a belief, as each food custom around this festival like 

inviting the Gods with óSidaô (an assortment of grains, vegetables and spices) to óDodhi-

Bisharjanô (distribution of blessed curd among the devotees at the end of celebration) studies 

the assimilation of regional practices as a collective force but again by questioning the 

hierarchy, for a certain section of people get limited to a specific work.  Newer perspectives 

regarding the dual nature of food like it being concrete as a material object at once while being 

abstract and symbolic as a community memory will also be analysed here. This paper will 

further explore the carnivalesque nature of the festival to study the dimensions of identity 

formation and orality of a tradition through the volatile nature of taste. 

Keywords: Cultural Studies, Gastro-Politics, Carnivalesque, Performativity, Orality. 

Bio-note: 

Poulami Halder is a PhD scholar in English at the Department of English, Visva-Bharati, 

Santiniketan. Her doctoral research lies in the intersections of Cultural Studies and Critical 

Food Studies as she is trying to explore the different dimensions of thought regarding the 

theoretical nature of regional food. She has previously presented her work at a Two-Day 

International Seminar on ñFrom Farm to Fork: Exploring the Interplay between Food Culture 

and Politicsò organised by Cluny College, Kalimpong and a Three-Day National Conference 

on ñFood and Cultureò organised by IIST, Thiruvananthapuram. Two of her academic papers 

titled ñPostcolonial Feminist Reading of Perumal Muruganôs One Part Woman with its 

Resistance in the Context of Myth and Cultureò and ñFood Trails of the Bengal Partition: 
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Studying Gastro-Politics in Bhaswati Ghoshôs Victory Colony 1950ò have been published by 

Akademos (SKBU: Journals) and Postcolonial Interventions respectively. 

 

Warôs Echoes: Psychiatric Progress and Societal Evolution 

 in Pat Barkerôs The Regeneration Trilogy 

IVANA CHOWDHURY, Junior Research Fellow, Raiganj University, University Road, 

College Para, Raiganj, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

As a harbinger of death and destruction, war acts as a canvas upon which the struggles of 

humanity are indelibly etched. Simultaneously, it is a crucible for technological and medical 

advances; the exigent treatment of shell-shocked soldiers catalyzes progress in the field of 

psychiatry. The articulation of psychological trauma as a legitimate form of disability, one that 

necessitated treatment and empathy, was a radical shift propelled by the collective experience 

of war. Therefore this paper seeks to aim the profundity of warôs impact intricately woven into 

the literary tapestry of Pat Barkerôs esteemed ñThe Regeneration Trilogy.ò Through the 

narratives of Regeneration (1991), The Eye in the Door (1993), and The Ghost Road (1995), 

Barker engages with the monumental aftermath of World War I. The trilogy is not merely a 

historical recount but an exploration of the metamorphosis in societal awareness and 

acceptance of mental disabilities, especially those inflicted by war. It critiques the interplay of 

fact and fiction, examining the pioneering psychiatric work of Dr. W.H.R. Rivers at 

Craiglockhart War Hospital and the evolving acknowledgment of war-induced trauma. By 

zooming in on the inhabitants of the hospital, Barker reveals how soldiers suffered from both 

conspicuous physical disabilities and the invisible wounds of psychological trauma. The 

narrative delves into various responses to this trauma, from poetry as an emotional outlet for 

Siegfried Sassoon, to mute psychological breakdown in the case of Billy Prior. It unveils 

personal and national identity crises as characters grapple with the psychological ólockhardtsô 

of wartime Britainôs moral hysteria. Therefore this paper will navigate how the narrative 

demonstrates the transformative role of war-both destructive and reformative- particularly 

highlighting the advancements in mental health awareness, and that from the deepest wounds, 

the seeds of progress are sown.  

Keywords: Disability, Identity crisis, Societal awareness, Trauma, War. 

Bio-note: 

Ivana Chowdhury is a junior research fellow of the English department in Raiganj University. 

She has completed her graduation and post graduation from North Bengal University. She is 
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presently pursuing phd on a comparative study between Arthur Conan Doyleôs Sherlock 

Holmes and Satyajit Rayôs Feluda. She has also qualified for WBSET and GATE exam. She 

has published three articles in reputed international journals, one paper in ugc care listed journal 

and one book chapter as well.  

 

Examining The Complexities of Memory and Trauma in the works of Toni 

Morrison, Arundhati Roy and Cathy Caruth 

GARIMA SINGH, Research Scholar, Baba Mastnath University, Rohtak, Haryana, 

India  

Abstract: 

Trauma studies emerged in the 1990s, drawing on Freudian theory to create a model of trauma 

that depicts an intense event that tests the bounds of language and even ruptures meaning 

entirely. This paradigm of trauma suggests that suffering is unrepresentable. Following the 

classic paradigm, a more pluralistic concept of trauma emerged, implying that the supposed 

unspeakability of trauma is one of many responses to an intense experience rather than its 

distinguishing trait. The idea that a traumatic event tests the bounds of language, fragments the 

psyche, and even completely ruptures meaning established the fieldôs basic parameters and 

continues to influence critical discourse even as alternative approaches displace it. This paper 

seeks to unravel the concept of trauma and memory through the works of Toni Morrison, 

Arundhati Roy and Cathy Caruth. 

Keywords: Trauma, Memory, Freudian Theory , Language, Psyche. 

Bio-note: 

She is Pursuing Phd in English at Baba Mastnath University, Rohtak, Haryana, India.  

The Relevance of óKabirô in Present Scenario: A Study of Kiran Nagarkarôs 

The Arsonist 

JYOTI MALAV, PhD Research Scholar, Department of English, Mohanlal Sukhadia 

University, Rajasthan  

Abstract: 

The Relevance of óKabirô in Present Scenario: A Study of Kiran Nagarkarôs The Arsonist  

ñéKabir is timeless. Which is why he is always timely. He is the contemporary of every age. 

And his time is forever ónowò (Kiran Nagarkar) 
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Kabir Das was the medieval religious poet and saint of North India. Nobody knows 

whether Kabir was a Muslim or a Hindu. He used to say himself both óSon of Allahô and óSon 

of Ramô. He is considered a saint and a guru by the Muslim community as well as the Hindu 

community throughout the Indian subcontinent. Kabir is well-known as an Indian poet due to 

his teachings, poems (musical odes), and sermons. In the 15th century, he taught lessons to the 

people through the very essence of wisdom. 

The paper presents the relevance of Kabirôs philosophy in the contemporary scenario 

through the novel The Arsonist (2019) by Kiran Nagarkar. The book cover reads, ñThe 

Arsonist, poet, weaver, seer, blasphemerò, which makes Kabir contemporary and timeless. In 

the novel, the writer has portrayed the character of Kabir as a weaver and a Master, whose 

teachings to his disciples deliver lessons in co-existence among diverse communities, and 

social harmony. The study attempts to trace the philosophy of Kabir through questions, asked 

by the Masterôs students, related to caste, class, and religion. The Master claims an identity of 

a human being without a label, as he believes that there is one Creator, only one God. The paper 

will also explore how the powerful upper caste and class people divide society into different 

groups and create a hierarchical order. 

Keywords: Kabir, Religion, Caste, Class, Society. 

Bio-note: 

Jyoti Malav is a Research Scholar at the Department of English in Mohanlal Sukhadia 

University, Udaipur. Her research concerns broadly fall under the field of Subalternity in 

Postcolonial Studies. 

 

A Study of Deterritorialization and Reterritorialization of Transgender 

People in Arundhati Royôs The Ministry of Utmost Happiness and Mahesh 

Dattaniôs Seven Steps Around the Fire 

DR MOHD SHAMIM, Associate Professor, Department of English, Halim Muslim PG 

College, CSJM University Kanpur, India 

Abstract: 

Transgender People are one of the most stigmatized, abused, humiliated, marginalised and 

sexually harassed communities of India. They are treated as alien, lowest of the low and 

stranger. They have their bright past, they played a vital role in Ancient and Medieval India. 

With the British Act of 1871 their professions and source of livelihood were criminalised and 

sidelined for centuries. They have been treated as visibly invisible. The NALSA Judgement 

and Transgender Persons Act 2019 brought revolutionary change in their life style in India. 
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They held position as third gender and got legal recognition. They were depicted in literature 

and portrayed in cinema. The paper delves into the Study of Deterritorialization and 

Reterritorialization of Transgender People in Arundhati Royôs The Ministry of Utmost 

Happiness and Mahesh Dattaniôs Seven Steps Around the Fire through the characters Anjum 

and her desire to built the house of dream, Anarkali, Subbu and Kamla. 

Keywords: Sex, Gender, Transgender, Trauma, Transphobia, Deterritorialization and 

Reterritorialization. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Mohd Shamim, Associate Professor, Department of English, Halim Muslim PG College, 

CSJM University Kanpur. Especialisation: Gender Studies, Fictional Theory and Postcolonial 

Literature. Published Papers in Scopus and UGC Care Listed Journal:32. Books:03; Invited 

Talks:75. 

Critical Understanding of Eco humanities: Tracing Eco hermeneutics in the 

selected Climate Change Fiction 

Priyanka S Raj 

Abstract: 

Anthropocene has emerged as a critical focus of investigation within the interdisciplinary field 

of Eco-humanities, particularly in understanding the rise of climate change as a global 

phenomenon. It is evident that in severing the essential relationship between humans and the 

environment that has been the primary cause of planetary degradation, Anthropocentric view 

of man has relegating nature to a mere backdrop for human activities. Clingerman (2013) 

argued that the óAnthropoceneô serves as a hermeneutic concept which has underscores its role 

as an interpretive framework and crucial for comprehending contemporary human-

environment relations and their material consequences. This paper tries to examine the 

hermeneutics of the Anthropocene in the selected contemporary climate change novels. 

Through the framework of environmental humanities and eco-hermeneutics, this essay will 

analyze narrative strategies, thematic concerns and the ethical implications manifested in 

climate change literature. I would also argue how anthropocentric view has opened the critical 

discussion for the eco consciousness in climate change novels and other eco fiction.  Eco 

humanities have preferably served as both a mirror and a moral compass for human and 

environment relations. Thus, using the eco-hermeneutic method to interpret the selected change 

text would help to integrate the ecological thought in the green realm of literature.   
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The main goal of the essay to highlight the eco hermeneutic approach in the study of 

climate change novels and its related theme ñAnthropoceneò discourse that would lead 

understand the climate justice, environmental ethics and re-imagining the human nature 

relationship in an age of planetary crisis.  

Keywords: Eco-humanities, Climate change novels, Anthropocene, Climate crisis, Eco-

hermeneutic. 

Bio-note: 

Priyanka S Raj is former TV journalist and Media Advisor worked under Ministry of Earth 

Science Govt. of India. Presently, she is a Doctoral Candidate in the Department of Humanities 

and Social Sciences at Mahindra University. Her area of research interest revolves around 

Environmental Humanities, Media Ecology, Climate Change Fiction Literature, Science, and 

New Humanities. She had presented Conferences on Climate Crisis, and Rise of Environmental 

Humanities, Gender and Climate Crisis in 2023. She have also served as a distinguished 

delegate at several conferences on research and innovation held in New Delhi. Her 

brainstorming ideas on how to deal with climate when visiting these high level International 

Research and Innovation Conferences in the years 2021-2023 with delegations from the UK, 

Sweden, France, Germany, and Japan was praised. She had an opportunity to speak at G20 

Roundtable Conference in August 2023 at New Delhi especially on Climate Change and 

Sustainability. She have interviewed ISRO Chairman thrice on Venus, Moon and Aditya 

Mission in the year 2022-2023.  She recently presented her paper in the International 

Conference on Three Societies at University of Birmingham (2024) on Romantic Studies and 

Cosmology .As a speaker; she had delivered talks on Climate Science Literacy: Essential 

Principles of Climate Literacy on Oct 9, 2022. She has been recently listed as a fellow for 

propagating Climate Change Literacy by University of Minnesota. Her book chapter entitled ñ 

Exploring Eco media strategies for Effective Climate Change Communicationò published in 

July 2024. Her research paper on Climate Change Literacy got published in May 2024. 
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Crossroads of Culture: Language Shift and Cultural Identity Among 

Girmitiya Descendants 

DR. PANKAJ BALA SRIVASTAVA, Professor and Head of the Department of English, 

Mahila Vidyalaya Degree College & YASHASVI SRIVASTAVA, M.A. Final Year 

Student, English Literature, University of Lucknow, India 

Abstract:  

In the chronicles of diaspora, the saga of the Girmitiya descendants stands as a poignant 

testament to linguistic metamorphosis and cultural evolution. This paper explores the intricate 

dynamics of language shift among the progeny of the Girmitiyasðthose indentured labourers 

forcibly uprooted from India and far-flung across distant colonies under the yoke of British 

imperialism. Over successive generations, these communities have experienced profound 

linguistic alterations, embodying a delicate footing between their ancestral tongues and their 

adopted homelandsô dominant languages. By tracing the trajectories of language preservation, 

erosion, and revival, the study highlights the remarkable resilience and adaptability of the 

Girmitiya descendants in the face of cultural dilution and linguistic attrition. It posits that 

language, far beyond its role as a mere communication tool, functions as a living repository of 

collective memory and identity, resonating with the unyielding spirit of a people who, despite 

physical displacement, continue to weave their rich cultural heritage into the fabric of 

contemporary society. This research illuminates the linguistic odysseys of the Girmitiya 

descendants, contributing to broader discourses on diaspora, identity, and the fluid relationship 

between language and culture in an increasingly interconnected world. Through the lens of the 

Girmitiya experience, the paper offers a nuanced understanding of how language influences 

and is influenced by the intricate processes of cultural continuity and transformation. 

Keywords: Girmitiya, Language shift, Cultural Identity, Girmitiya Descendants, Diaspora, 

Indentured.  

Bio-note: 

Dr Pankaj Bala Srivastava, M.A., LL.B., Ph.D., D.P.A., P.G.D.C.,  is Professor and Head of the 

Department of English at Mahila Vidyalaya Degree College (affiliated to the University of 

Lucknow),  Lucknow (U.P.). With 31 years of teaching experience, her 51 research papers have 

been published in both national and international journals, and she has authored the book,ò 

Bernard Shawôs Prefaces: A Rich Legacy of Literatureò, She has contributed chapters to various 
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Her academic interests include feminist studies, genre fiction, cultural studies, and diasporic 

literature. 

Nimona and the Constant Battle for Acceptance 

AGNEL NELLISSERY POULOSE, Ph. D Scholar, Vellore Institute of Technology, India 

Abstract: 

The world as we know it has shifted and evolved into an amalgamation of futuristic thoughts 

riddled with age old superstitions and backward thinking. Though modernism peaks through 

these heavy curtains of past beliefs, it still has a hard time pushing completely through. The 

positive exposition on race, gender and mental health throughout the years is one such modern 

concept. The various platforms used to convey these opinions have grown and changed along 

with these movements as well. From Cult classics to mainstream cinema, films that cover such 

topics have garnered a number of viewers and sympathisers. Nimona, a Netflix production, 

takes on this concept through the form of sci-fantasy. The story itself is about a shape-shifting 

person who goes by the name Nimona, and has been painted to be a villain of epic proportions 

only because she does not fit the description of being normal and a misunderstanding in the 

past. Apart from this, another story of class distinction and discrimination runs side by side 

with another character, a commoner who fought his way to the top of the highest position of 

knighthood only to be faced with disappointment and fear, Ballister Boldheart. The story sets 

up these two characters to join forces and fight for their right with its climax set in a penultimate 

battle and a bitter-sweet ending. The idea of acceptance and non-judgement are fundamentals 

within the building blocks of humanity. An animated film like this helps breaks down complex 

ideas into digestible pieces, further helping the mindset of the coming generations. This paper 

aims to examine the movie and its various plot points and concepts, as well as social media 

influences. 

Keywords: Sci-Fantasy, Mental Health, LGBTQ+, Humanities, Discrimination. 

Bio-note: 

Agnel Nellissery Poulose has completed her MA at Loyola College, Chennai and is currently 

pursuing her Ph. D at Vellore Institute of Technology, Vellore. Her interests lie in Mythology 

and Folklore. 
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Negotiating Normativity: LGBTQ+ Lives in Contemporary India 

PRAVAT RANJAN SETHI, Assistant Professor, Central University of Himachal 

Pradesh, India & KH ALTAF HUSSAIN, Research Scholar, RIMT University, Punjab, 

India 

Abstract: 

The study ñNegotiating Normativity: LGBTQ+ Lives in Contemporary Indiaò explores the 

intricate and constantly changing landscape of LGBTQ+ experiences in India, considering 

cultural, legal, and social changes. The decriminalization of Section 377 of the Indian Penal 

Code in 2018 was a significant turning point for LGBTQ+ rights in India, representing the 

acknowledgement of their legal rights and a step forward in achieving equality. Nevertheless, 

this legislative victory represents just a fraction of the broader struggle for LGBTQ+ inclusivity 

and parity. This research explores the intricate aspects of LGBTQ+ lifestyles by analyzing how 

individuals traverse institutional structures, cultural norms, and social customs. By examining 

the intersections of gender, sexuality, class, caste, and religion, this study sheds insight on the 

diverse and occasionally challenging lives of LGBTQ+ individuals in many regions and social 

groups. By employing qualitative methodologies including in-depth interviews, ethnographic 

observations, and analysis of media portrayals, the study documents individual accounts and 

communal encounters, uncovering both advancements and enduring challenges. This study 

emphasizes the importance of activism, community support networks, and digital platforms in 

influencing LGBTQ+ identities and fostering a sense of inclusion within the contemporary 

LGBTQ+ community. Additionally, it evaluates the impact of legal reforms and public attitudes 

on the daily experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals, as well as the broader societal and political 

implications of these transformations. Through contextualizing individual narratives within a 

broader social, cultural, and political context, the study offers a nuanced comprehension of the 

ongoing battle for conformity and the quest for recognition, integrity, and fundamental human 

entitlements. It is a significant contribution to the expanding field of research on gender and 

sexuality studies in South Asia. This resource provides valuable information to scholars, 

activists, and politicians with the purpose of constructing communities that are more equitable 

and inclusive. Furthermore, it provides funding for ongoing endeavours to address cultural bias 

and systemic inequity experienced by LGBTQ+ individuals in contemporary India. 

Keywords: LGBTQ+, Decriminalization, Intersectionality, Gender, Sexuality. 

Bio-note: 

Pravat Ranjan Sethi is a student in the field of Modern History. He pursued his academic studies 

at the Center for Historical Studies, JNU. Currently, he is employed as an Assistant Professor 
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of History at the Central University of Himachal Pradesh, located in Dharmasala. 

Professionally, his areas of interest include modern and contemporary history, gender history, 

and womenôs studies. 

Kh Altaf Hussain is a Research Scholar, RIMT University, Punjab, India. 

 

Exploring Temptation as a Catalyst for Destruction in Nathaniel 

Hawthorneôs ñThe Golden Touchò and W.W. Jacobsôs ñThe Monkeyôs 

Pawò: A Comparative Analysis 

KAMINIKANTA MOHANTY, Research Scholar in English, Sri Sri University, Odisha, 

India & Dr KRISHNA PRATAP SINGH, Professor of English, MGMU, Maharashtra, 

India 

Abstract: 

The paper aims to explore the devastating consequence of greed in two short stories: American 

fiction writer Nathaniel Hawthorneôs ñThe Golden Touchò and English fiction writer W.W. 

Jacobsôs ñThe Monkeyôs Paw.ò In addition to it, the paper aims to make a comparative analysis 

of the two short stories. The ñGolden Touchò is such a short story that exhibits the misfortune 

faced by the central character, King Midas, due to his excessive temptation for gold. His wish 

for everything he touches to turn into gold leads to personal tragedy and isolation, highlighting 

the perils of temptation. Similarly, ñThe Monkeyôs Pawò is such a short story that casts light 

on the tragic consequences faced by the White family due to their undesirable quest for more 

wealth and comfort through a magical paw. So far as the comparative analysis of the two stories 

is concerned, both stories are about the three wishes and the devastating consequence of 

temptation. Both the stories are didactic in nature as they impart moral lessons about the 

dangers of greed and the consequences of tampering with fate. The present study will certainly 

foster profound reflection with regard to the proper ways of life. So, the study of this 

perspective is indispensable for learning about how to live a significant life. 

Keywords: Destruction, Fate, Fiction, Greed,  Temptation. 

Bio-note: 

Born on 12th April, 1985 in Odisha, Mr. Kaminikanta Mohanty has been working as a lecturer 

in English at Subarnarekha Mahavidyalaya, Baliapal, Balasore, Odisha, since 2016. He was 

selected through the State Selection Board (SSB) examinations for lectureship. He holds an 

M.A. and an M.Phil. in English.  
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Dr. K.P. Singh, Professor of English, Mahatma Gandhi Mission University, 

Maharashtra, is his PhD supervisor. ñEthical and Social Dimensions in the Short Stories of 

Manoj Dasò is the title of his doctoral dissertation. He has given the presentation of several 

research papers at different seminars and conferences. His research papers have been published 

in  reputed journals. In addition, he is an author of more than twenty books. 

 

Eco-terrorist and the Ecological Zone: Escalating the Catastrophe of 

Climate and Culture in the Works of Sheela Tomay, Amitav Ghosh and 

Kim Robinson 

LABANI SARKAR, Research Scholar, Raiganj University, India 

Abstract: 

The anthropocentric capitalism has created the planetary crisis through their escalating attack 

against nomadic environmental ethics,causing environmental degradation as well as,it has 

demolished the ecological diversity and quietly stopped human mobility.It affects the 

environment and its objects and gradually destroys the eco-friendly  relationship of biotic( 

living) and abiotic (non-living) beings.The eco_ terrorist mentality of human beings and the 

global petrodollar economy targets the ecological zones.As a result, it degrades  the ecosystem 

and it causes climate change in the planet,as well as it creates global warming,ice melting, 

avalanche, deforestation, landslides,flash flood and many more. In future,humans will be 

threatened by Natureôs reckless attitude towards them. Eco- literature aims to connect literature 

mitigating the natural world so that we can combat climate change and the devastation of 

natural environments with the required measures.Eco- fiction is a new genre of eco- literature 

that places a lot of attention on Ecology,as well as global climate change and environmental 

degradation. It is a humanitarian approach to preserve the environment.In present paper, I 

would like to analysis critically the works of Amitav Ghosh,Kim Stanley Robinson and Sheela 

Tomy. Sheela Tomyô s work Valli(1970) points out the exploration of forest in Kerala and itôs 

indigenous peopleôs culture and heritage.Kim Stanley Robinsonô s work The Ministry for the 

Future(1920) points out the reaction of climate change within 2020 to 2040, as well as he points 

out a dystopian world where bureaucrats, immigrants,emigrants ,eco- terrorist, farmers, 

scientists and the common men fight together against the natural disasters.Amitav Ghoshôs Gun 

Island 2019) and The Great Derangement (2016) delineates the planetary environmental crisis 

due to the anthropocentric activities causing global warming as well as the destruction of 

ecological zones on the planet. 

Keywords: Eco- terrorist, Petrodollar, Ecological Zone, Planetary Crisis. 
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Bio-note: 

Labani Sarkar is a Researcher of Raiganj University, Raiganj,West Bengal.  She is pursuing 

PhD on War Literature, particularly Bosnian War Literature. She is enthusiastic about War 

Literature, Environmental studies, Dalit studies and Postcolonial Studies. She has qualified 

West Bengal SET. She has also qualified  UGC NET ( Thrice). Now she enjoys National 
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Exploring the Effect of Language Translator Devices on Studentsô British 

Accent Mastery 

RAJESWARI M, Research Scholar, Deptartment of English, St. Johnôs College, Tamil 

Nadu, India & DR. A. RATHINA PRABHU, Assistant Professor, Dept. of. English St. 

Johnôs College, India 

Abstract: 

This study explores the impact of language translator devices on studentsô mastery of British 

accent pronunciation. Accent mastery has become a critical skill with the increasing global 

importance of English proficiency, particularly in professional and academic settings. 

Language translator devices, which offer real-time translations and pronunciation guides, have 

the potential to enhance studentsô ability to adapt and refine a British accent accurately. The 

study utilized a pre-experimental research design, specifically a one-group pre-test and post-

test approach. A sample of 30 students from class IX C was selected using a cluster random 

sampling method. Data collection was conducted through pre-test and post-test assessments, 

revealing that studentsô performance in the pre-test was lower than their post-test results. In 

addition, the effect size score (3.34) denoted a strong effect of using these devices significantly 

improves pronunciation and helps students internalize the phonetic patterns of British English. 

Additionally, the study explores the challenges and limitations associated with technology for 

accent acquisition. This research contributes to the growing field of technology-assisted 

language learning and offers valuable insights for educators and students seeking to improve 

accent proficiency in English. 

Keywords: British Accent, Language Translator Devices, Pronunciation Ability. 

Bio-note: 

Rajeswari M. is a dedicated Research Scholar with a keen interest in advancing knowledge in 

her chosen field of study. With a strong academic background, she has been actively involved 

in research projects to address contemporary issues through innovative solutions. Her research 
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work is characterized by its depth, rigor, and relevance, reflecting her commitment to academic 

excellence.Throughout her academic journey, she has developed a profound understanding of 

research methodologies and analytical techniques in ELT, which she applies effectively in her 

studies. Her contributions to the academic community include several presentations at 

conferences and participation in workshops that enhance her research skills. She is passionate 

about contributing to society through research and aim to make a meaningful impact in her 

field. As she continues her scholarly pursuits, she is focused on achieving academic goals and 

making a lasting contribution to the world of research. 

Dr. A. Rathina Prabhu is an Assistant Professor, Dept. of. English St. Johnôs College, 

India. 

Representation of Northeast India and its Women in New Indian Media : A 

Transnational Feminist Analysis of Selected Films 

AISWARYA P, Research Scholar, St Thomas College, University of Calicut, India 

Abstract: 

Northeast India is an abode to a large number of distinct ethnic groups that have had their 

customary laws and practices since time immemorial. This difference in physical, cultural, 

religious affiliation etc underlines the fact of the divide that exists between these region and 

rest of the mainland India. Often known as a place of bewilderment, a victim of otherisation 

and external myth-making, the regionôs cultural, political and Indigenous legacy is often 

devalued and discarded. Long affected by insurgency-related violence, Northeastern part of 

India presents a complex and convoluted geopolitical picture that have irrevocably scarred the 

region with ordinary inhabitants caught in the crossfire between Indian Army and militant 

group. In a region that remains marginal to the mother country, the position of women in the 

Northeast is further marginalised. The virtue of being a woman of ethnic community, along 

with joined hands of patriarchy and intensive militarisation, has had a hitherto detrimental 

effect on Northeastern Indian women. Though the status of women has improved considerably, 

gender disparities still exist in Northeastern Indian society.  

This paper is an attempt to look at selected films and how they have represented a more 

accurate and empathetic portrayal of Northeast India, its citizens especially women and their 

geopolitical and cultural realities thereby fostering greater understanding and integration of 

Northeast Indian narratives into mainstream media. The paper attempts to critically evaluate 

the gendered aspects of the selected films and tries to record the voices of Northeast Indian 

women, the voices raised in protest, in celebration, in hope.  

The paper tries to analyse the gender issues making use of theorical perspectives of 

acclaimed feminist voices from Northeast India like Temsula Ao, Easterine Kire, Patricia 

Mukhim etc also drawing insights from prominent Transnational Feminist critiques. 
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Keywords: Northeast India, Authentic Stories, New media, Film, Otherisation, Patriarchy, 

Customary laws, Gender disparity, Exoticism, Inclusive approach, Agents not victims, 

Transnational Feminism, Transnational Solidarity. 

Bio-note: 

Aiswarya P is a Research Scholar of St Thomas College, University of Calicut, India. 

Exploring Ecocultural Themes in Amitav Ghoshôs Literary Works: A Study 

of Nature and Culture 

DR. PIYALI GOPE, Assistant Professor, Noida Institute of Engineering and Technology, 

India 

Abstract: 

The paper aims to examine the notion of óecocultureô and its place in literary studies to 

emphasize the mutually beneficial connection between culture and environment. The paper 

concentrates on Amitav Ghoshôs works, covering fiction and nonfiction, and examines them 

from an ecocritical perspective. The paper attempts to contribute to ecocriticism to address the 

current world problem. Ecocriticism has developed as an important field, trying to address 

pressing ecological issues and envision a world wherein humans and nature may coexist with 

one another. By exploring literary viewpoints on eco culture and a sustainable economy, the 

paper seeks to probe the prominent conventions of our altered, unsustainable society. The depth 

of Amitav Ghoshôs comprehension of ecological problems and the crisis-threatening culture 

and imagination is highlighted in his writings. The paper highlights the importance of 

environmental and cultural literacy in addressing the forthcoming global ecological crisis 

through a critical analysis of Ghoshôs literary works. The paper aims to motivate readers to 

reevaluate what they believe and contribute to preserving the environment by fostering an 

international recognition of the relationship between culture and the environment. The paper 

aims to address the issues raised by cultural crisis and climate change by evaluating various 

literary works, including those by Ghosh.  

Keywords: Culture, Environment, Cultural Crisis, Unsustainable Economy, Ecocriticism. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Piyali Gope is an Assistant Professor of English at Noida Institute of Engineering and 

Technology with a passion for research in various areas, especially feminism. She earned her 

PhD. in English Literature from Amity University and has since dedicated her career to 

exploring feminism, ecofeminism, post-feminism, contemporary studies, and others 
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Throughout her academic journey, Gope has authored numerous articles, book chapters 

and contributed to research in the field of gender studies. She has presented her research at 

international conferences and has been recognized for her contributions to the field. 

 

Disability of the Human Mind in Bravely Fought the Queen by Mahesh 

Dattani 

AAKANSHA SAMADDAR, Independent Research Scholar, University of Calcutta, 

India 

Abstract: 

Mahesh Dattani consciously examines feminine sensitivity and dehumanisation of women 

which has been salient in the social landscape of India. Thus, Bravely Fought the Queen, 

focuses on an Indian household which showcases the prevalent gender stereotypes and 

elements of oppression and subjugation that women face in a patriarchal society. These social 

issues can be seen as an emotional disability and the physical representation of these underlying 

emotional imbalances is Daksha. Dattani introduces a household, a representative of the then 

society, where accepting homosexuality and seeking oneôs gender identity itself was compared 

to a psychological disorder. As disability in literature has been used symbolically, Dattaniôs 

play is not an exception.  

The paper will try to delve deep into the actions and reactions of the female characters 

in the face of patriarchy. However, existing studies across the globe have tried to focus on the 

social issues prevailing in the play and the factors of disability in Daksha. However, the 

speciality of this paper lies in the fact that it aims to focus on the pivotal question of the 

emotional retardedness of the women characters namely- Baa, Alka, Lalitha as well as Dolly 

and create an interlink with the physical retardedness of Daksha.  

Thus, undeniable oppression and entanglement in social stereotypes are making the 

women of the household emotionally disturbed. The physical paralysis and inability of Daksha, 

is going to be seen as a microcosm of the inability of the other female characters to act as per 

their will. The paper, therefore, would like to enlighten the readers with the fact that both 

emotional and physical disabilities are unacceptable in society. Henceforth, the groundbreaking 

ending of this play signifies the act of untangling the conventions and stereotypes. Henceforth, 

this paper is going to highlight how the physical disability of Daksha and the emotional 

disability of other female characters are intertwined with each other. 

 

Keywords: Patriarchy, Gender Discrimination, Subjugation, Disability, Stereotype. 
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Bio-note: 

Aakansha Samaddar has completed her post-graduation from Basanti Devi College (affiliated 

with the University of Calcutta), in 2024. She did her graduation from Muralidhar Girls College 

(affiliated with the University of Calcutta), in 2022. Presently an independent research scholar, 
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Revisiting Contours of Human -Wild Conflict in Amitav Ghoshôs The 

Hungry Tide 

MOUMITA SAHU, Research Scholar, Indian Institute of Engineering Science and 

Technology, Shibpur, India & Dr MALLIKA GHOSH SARBADHIKARY, Associate 

Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, IIEST Shibpur, India 

Abstract: 

The non-human turn brought forth by the Western philosophy of Posthumanism by proponents 

like Cary Wolfe and Donna Haraway makes a paradigm shift in thinking about the ecological 

crisis that has become urgent in the era of the Anthropocene. The instrumentalisation of species, 

or the concept of óSpeciesismô in considering humans as the crown of creation such that s/he 

can exploit other species for utilitarian purposes has been dismantled. Instead, relationality and 

entanglement with other forms of beings are pondered upon. The human-wildlife conflict 

visibly present in places such as the Sundarbans is one realm where human and non-human 

interaction is reciprocal and simultaneous. This building of the óEcohorrorô ï a genre that as 

Christy Tidwell and Carter Soles describe presents nature striking horrifically back at humanity, 

resurfacing fears while engaging with the non-human world in the time of planetary climate 

crisis. Ecohorror leads to the displacement of the dynamics as humanity crosses borders while 

entering the world of man-eating tigers, bringing nature into the cultural realm and facing the 

other world of shared vulnerability and interdependence. The paper aims to explore the 

changing dynamics of the human-animal encounter in the context of Sundarbans through 

Amitav Ghoshôs novel The Hungry Tide (2004) to highlight how non-humans who have 

traditionally been the objects of scrutiny used for commodification can reclaim their agency 

and radically break the artificial chain of speciesism or the human autonomy in the susceptible 

landscape like the Sundarbans. 

Keywords: Ecohorror, Non-human, Posthumanism, Speciesism, Vulnerability. 

Bio-note: 

Moumita Sahu is a PhD research scholar in the department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
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Dr Mallika Ghosh Sarbadhikary is an Associate Professor of the Department of 

Humanities and Social Sciences in IIEST Shibpur. Dr. Mallika Ghosh Sarbadhikary is currently 

heading the HSS department at IIEST Shibpur where she is an Associate Professor having over 

3 decades of teaching experience. Her areas of specialization include Renaissance Drama, 

Gender Studies, Digital Humanities and Translation and Intersectionality Studies.  

 

The óTruthô of Kaliyug and Hindi Cinema in the light of Foucaultôs 

Discourse Theory in Matrubhoomi: A Nation Without Women, Carbon: 

The Story of Tomorrow and Kalki 2898 AD 

ISHANI SAHA, Research Scholar, Coochbehar Panchanan Barma University, West 

Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the cinematic representation of óKaliyugô or óThe age of darknessô found 

in Hindu Epics in the three films, Matrubhoomi: A Nation Without Women (2003), Carbon: 

The Story of Tomorrow (2017), and Kalki 2898AD (2024) in the light of Foucaultôs Discourse 

theory. These films are exploded with dystopian visuals and variations of most potential images 

of future in óKaliyugô. óKaliyugô in Hindu mythology is often regarded as most corrupted age, 

full of conflict and sin. This age is the shortest óyugaô of Four óyugasô in Hinduism. The films 

in this study has explored visuals of epic and folktales related to the óFourth Ageô. The paper 

aims to analyse and decode the visuals and themes in these three films and to find out how they 

are organizing the knowledge of óKaliyugô which is structurally related to the broader episteme 

of history. In the progression of the paper, it has highlighted the power play in constituting the 

óTruthsô of body and abstract regime. Furthermore, the study has added fluidity in the discursive 

understanding of good and evil, sexuality, food and environment which destabilises the 

underpinning fixed meanings in the system of knowledge. 

Keywords: Kaliyug, Hindi Cinema, Discourse, Foucault, Feminism. 

Bio-note: 

Ishani Saha is a senior research fellow in the department of English at Cooch Behar Panchanan 

Barma University. She is presently working on LGBTQ studies. Apart from the area of gender 

and sexuality studies, she has publications on folk Culture. Some of her poetries are published 

in registered anthologies.  
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Monitored Marches: Analysing the Surveilled State of Pride Marches 

SOUMILI PAUL, Ex-student, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India & TIYASHA 

PUROHIT, Ex-student, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

Kolkata has been the forerunner in the organization of Pride marches in India and South Asia. 

What constitutes a celebration of varied gender identities and sexualities often comes at the 

cost of oneôs anonymity. Historically speaking, Pride was birthed through a riot. With the 

proliferation of equal rights across the world, Pride marches have become a symbolic 

remembrance of the resistance of the bygone days that had criminalized homosexuality. 

Kolkataôs queer community has stood its ground to safeguard queer rights, but a glaring 

predicament jeopardizes queer lives: Surveillance. Without denying the surveillance state we 

inhabit, the visibility in pride marches has often outed individuals against their will. 

Pride marches need permission from the state machinery to run its course. The 

protection offered by the State for such marches also exposes individuals to being targeted by 

biased security officials. Pride has always been political but  a-politicization of Pride comes at 

the behest of the State apparatus withholding the permission to introduce political undertones. 

The police officers, thus become a representation of Michel Foucaultôs conception of the 

panopticon, with an overpowering gaze. In a similar vein, the news channels, hold their 

cameras to shoot telecasting vulnerability. Web 2.0 ushered content creators who put queer 

individuals on their social media profiles, which gain harmful attention, causing a depreciation 

of individualsô mental health ï a result of ópro-sumption.ô The faade of a progressive 

metropolis grapples with coming to terms with the non-binary, trying to hold on to the bradralok 

identity, the one that has always offered resistance to the subaltern and their command of the 

metropolitan space. Having lived experiences of the authors to attest to the same, the paper 

shall also rely on narratives of queer individuals and social media content analysis, to raise a 

theoretical understanding of surveillance in Pride marches in Kolkata. 

 

Keywords: Queer, Surveillance, Pride, Panopticon, Web 2.0. 

Bio-note: 

Soumili Paul has completed her Masters from Jadavpur University, Kolkata in 2024. Drawing 

her inspiration from Erving Goffman, she is interested in working on gender and politics across 

varied socio-economic levels. She has presented her scholarly work at national and 

international conferences. She strives to focus her research on areas that shall help underline 

the prevalent gender divide among the youth, with an intention to contribute to the field of 

Gender and Sexuality in due course. 
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Tiyasha Purohit has completed her post graduation in Sociology in the year of 2024, at Jadavpur 

University, Kolkata. She has earned a Bachelorôs degree in Sociology from Jadavpur 

University. Her research interests are based on gender and intersectionality. She is fascinated 

with queer intersections, along with the politics, encompassing them. Her interests also lie in 

understanding the ócontestationsô and óamityô conceived within the university spaces, extending 

to the politics grappling inside the campus life and a co-authored paper on the same. 

Postmodern Cultural Interactions and Identity in Chitra Banerjee 

Divakaruniôs Selected Short Fictions in Arranged Marriage : A Critical  

Study 

PRIYA KUMARI, Research Scholar, Nava Nalanda Mahavihara, India 

Abstract: 

In Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni ós collection of Shorter fiction entitled Arranged Marriage, a 

multicultural encounter of protagonists in the realm  of postmodern perspective. This Cultural 

Interactions provides a sense of Individual happiness as it liberates  and departs them from their 

old traditional cultural values. In contrary to their old cultural values in India ,the multicultural 

environment in America offers them a freedom of Individual  expression and choice.For 

instance,the protagonist of óClothesô and  óAffairô Sumita and  Abha choose to leave their old 

traditional values  under the postmodern space.They recognise  and embrace their own 

individual  happiness over the boundaries and limitations of a marriage.The paper will study 

the journey beneath postmodern Cultural interactions in their lives from a gender perspective. 

Keywords: Identity, Multicultural encounter, Old traditional culture, Postmodern cultural, 

Gender perspective. 

Bio-note: 

Priya Kumari is a Research Scholar in the Department of English of Nava Nalanda Mahavihara 

Nalanda. 

Representation of Traumatic Memories in Isabel Allendeôs The House of 

the Spirits and Of Love and Shadows 

SUSMITA MIDYA, Research Scholar, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, India 

Abstract: 

Literature, history and memory are interconnected. Literary representation of historical events 

through the lens of collective and individual memory create our understanding of the past. 
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Isabel Allende sees herself as intertwined with history of Chile and feels accountable for her 

role in it. By documenting oppressive practices, she aims to ensure they remain in the collective 

memory and possibly never repeated again. Her novels The House of the Spirits (1982) and Of 

Love and Shadows (1984) are situated in Augusto Pinochet regime. Both these novels deal with 

survival of a traumatic past associated with the Pinochet dictatorship. Allende uses fiction as a 

medium to portray the impact of political violence on individual and collective memory. The 

House of the Spirits is a multigenerational narrative where memory is portrayed as fragmented, 

nonlinear and often repressed which haunts the present and creates traumatic conflict. There is 

an interaction between the livings and dead where trauma transcends time and space. In Of 

Love and Shadows memory is closely tied to the act of bearing witness through journalism, 

photography and personal testimony. This novel documents the detainment and disappearance 

of citizens by the Chilean military. The constant battle of danger and safety in homeland 

represents space of home as betrayal and forces the protagonists to leave their homeland which 

resonates with the crucial problematic of exilic experience. From the mediated recalling of 

horror to the immediacy of present experiences that is the trajectory of the way in which author 

tries to focus on the events in her country. 

Keywords: Isabel Allende, Latin American literature, Collective Memory, Trauma in Exile, 

Representation. 

Bio-note: 

Susmita Midya is a PhD research scholar in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Indian Institute of Engineering Science and Technology, Shibpur. Her research areas include 

Gender Studies, Trauma Studies and Latin American Literature. 

 

The Psychology of Voicelessness: A Look into the Menace of Human 

Suicide 

ANKITA SWETAPARNA, Assistant Professor, Vellore Institute of Technology, Andhra 

Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

Voicelessness is not silence. Silence can be forced or voluntary. In most cases, it is enigmatic. 

Voicelessness, on the other hand, is a state of mind when an individual feels like being there at 

the dead end of life. He thinks he is pushing himself against a wall and then, suddenly discovers 

that he has become completely voiceless. Incidents of committing suicide have risen alarmingly 

in this country and elsewhere. What is ironical is that it has grown at the same pace with 

material prosperity and education. Psychologists, sociologists and others have all tried to study 
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vigorously to pinpoint the reasons behind such incidents. The psychologists count on the 

fundamental abnormality of all human beings irrespective of caste, creed or religion and seem 

to have found an answer there. Sociologists worldwide trace the seed in the fragile human bond 

which gets reflected in lack of trust, understanding, faithfulness in the society among its 

members. The enforcement of law in India to minimize such incidents of suicide have failed 

miserably to put a clip to such incidents. What is pathetically missing is not science or lack of 

science; it is a sheer lack of empathy that has not been tried with the right perspective. 

Completely accepting a man as he is, is the true foundation of human dignity. An understanding 

of this can pave ways for further elaborative measures to bring down suicide cases and 

furthermore, create the right environment for a sustainable and healthy human society. It is, 

empathy at the beginning, and empathy at the end. The paper attempts to analyse the reasons 

for failure of human attempts at curbing the menace and suggest palpable ways to reinvigorate 

the efforts. 

Keywords: Silence, Voicelessness, Suicide, Empathy, Human dignity. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Ankita Swetaparna currently works as an Assistant Professor in English at VIT-AP 

University, Andhra Pradesh. Writing on innovative and challenging topics has been her forte. 

She has presented papers in various national and international conferences on topics based on 

literature and linguistics. She has published articles in reputed journals and written book 

chapters. Apart from linguistics and literature, her career subjects, she has shown avid interest 

in psychology, geography and social issues. 

 

The Dystopian Nature of Human Relationships in the Digital World of 

Science and Technology: A Reading of Margaret Atwoodôs Oryx and Crake 

SHALINE JENIFAH D, Research Scholar of English, St. Xavierôs College 

(Autonomous), Tamil Nadu, India & DR D. JOCKIM, Assistant Professor of English, 

St. Xavierôs College (Autonomous), Tamil Nadu, India 

Abstract: 

ñNo man is an islandò, says John Donne. For ages, the relationships among human beings 

served as the foundation in amalgamating the entire humankind. In general, the relationships 

among humans were platonic in nature and greeting each other, having face to face interactions 

or exchanging smiles with one another was a part of human life. Family relationships, 

friendships, acquaintanceships and romantic relationships were held in much regard than the 

materialistic assets. Unfortunately, in the digital era, there has been a drastic change in this 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
 

structure. The affinity towards the digitized technology creates an antipathy against the real 

human relationships. Moreover, the digital media causes a mental distraction. The cutting- edge 

technology of the twenty first century has led to the emergence of online relationships in which 

people are in the quest for new relationships in the digital world of illusion. It is pathetic to 

know that the members of a family within the four walls under the same roof interact with each 

other via digital media. In Margaret Atwoodôs novel Oryx and Crake, the relationships among 

characters have weakened as the characters are engulfed by the digitized technologies and they 

remain isolated from the real world. This research paper aims at analyzing the role of science 

and technology in creating a dystopia in human relationships. It also explores the jeopardy of 

the human beings in the digital world with respect to relationships in Atwoodôs Oryx and Crake. 

Keywords: Human relationships, Digitized technologies, Digital world, Online relationships 

and Dystopia. 

Bio-note: 

The researcher, Shaline Jenifah. D is a Research Scholar of English, from St. Xavierôs College 

(Autonomous), Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India. She is pursuing her PhD under the title 

ñDigital Dystopia: A Reading of the Select Works of Margaret Atwood.ò  She is receiving 

NFOBC- National Fellowship for pursuing PhD. She has completed a course offered  by 

SWAYAM NPTEL titled ñText, Textuality and Digital Mediaò. Her papers have been published 

in reputed journals. Her areas of interest include Canadian Literature, Digital Humanities, 

Posthumanism and Cultural Studies. She has a teaching experience of few months as an 

Assistant Professor of English in St. Xavierôs College (Autonomous), Palayamkottai, 

Tamilnadu, India. 

Dr. D. Jockim is an Assistant Professor of English of St. Xavierôs College (Autonomous) in 

Tamil Nadu. 

 

Reflections of Reality: A Critical Study of The Water Cure and Future 

Home of the Living God 

SHAKSHI SAINI, Research Scholar, Central University of Haryana, India 

Abstract: 

In a world full of violence and suffering, dystopia serves as a powerful tool to reflect the 

existing condition of society. From the time it emerged as a genre in the twentieth century to 

the present day, it continues to take existing social and political concerns into consideration 

and amplify them to an extreme level. In the last few decades, there have been several women 

writers who penned dystopian narratives, portraying a society where women are forced to live 
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under the control of the patriarchal government which snatched their basic rights away. The 

rise in dystopian writing was mainly because of abortion ban politics and violence against 

women all over the world.  

Thus, in this context, the paper aims to analyse two dystopian novels The Water Cure (2018) 

by Sophie Mackintosh and Future Home of the Living God (2017) by Louise Erdrich, which 

delve into the complexities and anxieties of the existing society, to see how the social and 

political circumstances shaped their dystopian narratives. This paper argues that by portraying 

real-world issues such as gender inequality, oppression, destruction of personal freedom, and 

violence, both writers use their narratives to critique the existing social and political landscapes, 

effectively bringing forth pressing issues and prompting readers to question the trajectory of 

their own societies. Their dystopian visions serve as a powerful commentary on the need for 

social and political reform.  

 

Keywords: Dystopia, Control, Resistance, Social Critique. 

Bio-note: 

Shakshi Saini is a PhD scholar at the Department of English & Foreign Languages of Central 

University of Haryana in Mahendergarh. 

Beyond Victimhood: The Evolving Portrayal of Somali Women Migrants in 

Nuruddin Farahôs North of Dawn 

RITUSHMITA SHARMA, Assistant Professor, Dibrugarh University, India 

Abstract: 

In African literature of migration and gender studies, the stories of Somali womenôs agency 

have remained underreported for a considerable time, and surfaced a little in comparison to the 

narratives of emancipation which have emerged out of other Third-world countries. Nuruddin 

Farahôs literary oeuvre, in this context, is inimitable as his works gives voice to the expansive 

stories and experiences of Somali women, whose movement across different cultures 

empowers them to carve out their heterotopias of emancipation. In the light of this, Farahôs 

North of Dawn (2018) which this present study undertakes, reflects on how migration in the 

context of Somali women is an enriching motif to improve gender equality, and also to 

strengthen óagencyô so as to end all forms of heinous atrocities they had experienced, especially 

in the forms of FGM and rape. Moreover, what significantly surfaces in relation to characters 

like Gacalo, Himmo and Saafi in the aforementioned text is the extent to which they decides to 

move out of their restricted space to potentially mobilise their stories of resilience to assert 

their unique sense of óidentityô and ódifferenceô. Hence, the individual life narratives of these 

women migrant figures can be viewed as counter-discourses which are distinct to Somali 
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women in particular, so as to challenge the grand narratives of patriarchy, gender, and racism 

that are often accorded to them on the pretext of their Black Muslim identities. 

Keywords: Somalia, Women, Migration, Agency, Gender, Equality. 

 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Ritushmita Sharma is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English, Dibrugarh 

University, Assam, India. She completed her M.Phil degree in English on the topic titled 

ñHeterotopia Revisited: A Spatial Reading of Khaled Hosseiniôs Novels in the Postmodern 

Geography of Identityò in the year 2016. She has been awarded her Ph.D degree in the year 

2021 for her thesis titled ñKinopolitics and the Figure of Migrant Identities: A Study in the 

Select Migration Novels of Nuruddin Farahò. Her areas of research interest, includesðSouth 
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Indigeneity and Resistance: The Helava Community as a Case Study from 

Fourth World Perspective 

GOURI BASAVARAJ INDI, Research Scholar, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Abstract: 

The Helava community of North Karnataka are renowned for safeguarding and recording the 

genealogy of families in various parts of Karnataka and the nearby states since 12th century 

AD, till date. They update their records every year by visiting the families and have structured 

the genealogy through songs unique to each family, while also built from the same format. The 

Helava community encompasses a unique blend of indigeneity, oral tradition, and cultural 

resistance. Through the perspective of Fourth World studies, this paper analyses the 

genealogical practices as both a preservation of historical knowledge and a subtle form of 

resistance against cultural erasure. It also places the Helavas within a broader framework of 

indigenous communities that are pressured by modernization and technological change, that is 

taking away their livelihood with the government keeping records for census. The oral, 

genealogical songs of Helavas thus become a repository of ancestral knowledge, as well as a 

medium of resilience and continuity.  

George Manuel talks about the ñFourth World,ò wherein lie the tribes and communities 

which, though existing within the boundaries of nations, are marginalized, colonized, and 

excluded from full participation in the nation. The research critically evaluates the Helavaôs 

role in protecting their communityôs identity and heritage and the intersections of indigeneity, 

marginalization, and cultural sustainability in this rapidly globalizing world. This paper draws 
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on primary sources like the oral genealogical songs and the ethnographic studies of the 

migratory and social practices of the Helavas, providing an insight into how the community 

deals with the challenges of modernity while retaining their distinct cultural practices.  

 

Keywords: Helava, Fourth World studies, Genealogical songs, Cultural resistance, North 

Karnataka. 

Bio-note: 

Gouri Basavaraj Indi is currently pursuing PhD in the Department of English at Central 

University of Karnataka, Kalaburagi. She completed her Masterôs in English Literature from 

The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. Gouriôs research interests include 

Oral narratives and cultural studies. She is actively involved in exploring the genealogical and 

folk songs of the Helava community as part of her research. 

 

Intersecting Identities: Marginalisation of Indigenous Women in ñValliò 

BIBIYA JOSEPH, Research Scholar, Central University of Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Sheela Tomyôs novel ñValliò offers a compelling narrative that addresses the complexities of 

migration, indigeneity, and gender. This paper attempts to critically analyse the marginalisation 

of Indigenous women in Valli. Tomy places the novel in the background of Malabar migration, 

the movement of people from Travancore to Malabar in the twentieth century. Set in 

Kalluvayal, the novel follows the growth of the characters and the development of the place 

through time. It is a space where the native and the ódiasporianô coexist and negotiate their 

subjectivities and identities while safeguarding their social locations. Women from the 

Indigenous communities are marginalised even when the narrator attempts to be óinclusiveô, as 

they are threatened by social, economic, and political deprivation. Drawing from Avtar Brahôs 

concept of ñdiaspora spaceò, which is claimed to be a space which ñdecentres the subject 

position of ónativeô, óimmigrantô, ómigrantô, the in/outsiderò, this paper critically analyses 

Kalluvayal as a ñdiaspora spaceò. This study also analyses the interactions of the people of the 

diaspora and the Indigenous women, examining the womenôs vulnerable position and 

marginalised subjectivities. It also addresses the spatial marginality of the Indigenous people, 

especially women, as they struggle to have a óhomeô or a place of safety and security. It also 

attempts to begin a discussion on the long-term impact of historical migration patterns on 

Indigenous communities and explore the complex intersections of gender, indigeneity, and 

diasporic identities in contemporary society reflected in the novel. 
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Keywords: Malabar migration, Diaspora, Marginalisation, Diaspora space, Spatial 

marginality. 

Bio-note: 

Bibiya Joseph is a Research Scholar in the Department of English and Comparative Literature 

at the Central University of Kerala. She is pursuing her research under the supervision of Dr. 

Joseph Koyippally. Her research falls under the broad area of Migration and Diaspora Studies 

focusing on Malabar Migration. She has participated and presented papers on this area of study 

in various seminars and conferences. She remains committed to working on her research and 

making possible contributions to the field of Migration and Diaspora Studies. 

 

A Study of Institutional Violence in Tamas and Raag Darbari: An 

Interdisciplinary Approach 

ANAM SIDDIQUI, Research Student, University of Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the representation of institutional violence in works of Hindi literature that 

highlight the significance of literature in socio-political issues in post independent India. By 

analysing Raag Darbari by Shrilal Shukl and Tamas by Bhisham Sahani, the paper examines 

how these texts reflect and critique systematic oppression, social hierarchies and power 

dynamic within Indian Society. By drawing on knowledge from multiple disciplines, 

incorporating textual analysis and sociological theories, the paper explores the impact of 

institutional violence on various communities. The paper reveals the understanding of socio-

political landscape of India through close reading of texts that suggest the ways in which 

literature serves as a tool of resistance or social commentary. The paper is an attempt to draw 

a dialogue between literature and other social science disciplines that address complex societal 

issues.  

Keywords: Institutional violence, Tamas, Raag Darbari, Interdisciplinary approach, Hindi 

literature. 

Bio-note: 

Anam Siddiqui is a researcher exploring the intersection of poetry and its spaces. With an 

MPhil degree in Comparative Indian Literature, she has conducted extensive research on how 

the Urdu poetic space Mushaira transformed and evolves over a period of time. Her work 

explores how the new intellectual, artistic and technological developments bring change in the 

Mushaira culture of Amroha, a city in Uttar Pradesh. As a researcher investigating the Mushaira 
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Culture of Amroha, she identifies herself as a third generation migrated from Amroha to Delhi, 

partially aware of local culture in general yet oblivious of in-depth understanding of poetic 

culture. Her research not only benefited her to reconnect to her long lost roots but it also 

significantly contributed to the local academic circle of the city. She has proficiency in Hindi, 

English and Punjabi and has a basic understanding of Urdu language.  

 

Dreamscapes and Digital Realms: Exploring Mental Health, Power, and 

Manipulation of History in Paprika and Summer Wars 

V N KRISHNAKUMAR, Research Scholar, Department of English, TKM College of 

Arts & Science, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

This paper investigates the themes of mental health, power structures, identity, and the 

manipulation of history in two iconic Japanese sci-fi anime films: Paprika and Summer Wars. 

Both films explore societies where technology plays a central role in shaping human experience 

and social dynamics. In Paprika, the narrative centers around a device that allows users to enter 

and manipulate dreams, blurring the line between reality and the subconscious. The film delves 

into the psychological consequences of this technology, highlighting the fragility of mental 

health when dreams are exploited for personal and political gain. As the boundaries between 

dream and reality dissolve, the film critiques the misuse of power and the ethical implications 

of invading the most private aspects of the human mind. The resulting chaos underscores the 

potential for violence when individuals lose control over their own identities and perceptions. 

On the other hand, Summer Wars presents a world where a virtual reality network called 

OZ serves as the backbone of global communication, commerce, and governance. The film 

examines the manipulation of history and information within this digital landscape, where 

power is concentrated in the hands of a few who can control the network. When a malicious AI 

virus threatens to disrupt OZ, the ensuing conflict exposes the vulnerabilities of a society overly 

reliant on technology and highlights the dangers of centralizing control in a virtual 

environment. The narrative also explores the psychological impact of living in a digital age 

where personal and collective identities are constantly mediated and reshaped by online 

interactions. By analyzing Paprika and Summer Wars, this paper aims to uncover how these 

films critique contemporary anxieties about the intersection of technology, mental health, and 

power. Through their vivid depictions of futuristic worlds, these films offer a compelling 

commentary on the ethical dilemmas and psychological challenges posed by rapid 

technological advancements. 

 

Keywords: Identity, Mental health, Power structures, Anime, Manipulation. 
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Muffled Screams: Gendered Victimization in Dina Mehtaôs Brides are Not 

for Burning and Poile Senguptaôs Mangalam 

SHUCHI SHARMA, Professor, University School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi, India & NEHA MANDHOTRA 

Ph.D. English Research Scholar, University School of Humanities and Social Sciences, 

Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Gendered victimization is a systematic and organized web of multifold mechanisms concerning 

gender dynamics that creates an imbalance of power between men and women. It further 

regulates the power play through the repression of women as marginalized and subaltern 

beings, thus withholding the rights and agency of women to voice their desires, fears, and pain. 

Therefore, victimization becomes a medium to cease/erase/eliminate/dismiss the existence of 

women in the name of greed, false pride, family honour, and legacy. Such targeted erasure of 

womenôs voices demands the examination of womenôs position in a patriarchal society by 

placing women at the centre of the narrative. To emphasize this argument, play texts by Indian 

women playwrights depict and critique the gendered victimization in Indian society through 

various lenses such as sexual politics, gender politics, family politics, identity politics, 

psychological abuse, and violence i.e. domestic, physical, and sexual.  

Indian Women playwrights engage in the examination of womenôs position in a 

patriarchal setup through the interrogation of rigid gender roles that provide men with the 

privilege to uphold power over women. Questioning the power dynamics through their plays, 

they further attempt to interrogate the subjugation of women through various themes such as 

the institution of marriage, patriarchy, victimization of women, oppression of women, and 

marginalization of women. To critique the theme of gendered victimization, Dina Mehtaôs 

Brides are Not for Burning and Poile Senguptaôs Mangalam are taken into consideration. Both 

plays focus on presenting and critiquing the condition of women as pawns, puppets, and preys 

because of the manifold mechanism of gendered victimization. Thus, the violated bodies and 

muffled screams of women become the central subject in the concerned plays highlighting the 

necessity to examine womenôs position in a patriarchal society. 

 

Keywords: Gendered victimization, Power dynamics, Gender politics, Dina Mehta, Poile 

Sengupta. 
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areas of research interests include Performance Studies, Gender Studies, Indian Drama and 

Theatre, and Continental Drama. She has taught courses on Modern Drama, Gender Studies, 

Non-verbal Communication, and Modern Indian Drama. 

Neha Mandhotra is a Ph.D. English research scholar at University School of Humanities and 

Social Sciences, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Dwarka, Delhi. Her research 

interests include Drama and Theatre Studies, Gender Studies, Feminist Theatre, Indian 

Mythology, and Womenôs Studies. She has presented papers at various national and 

international conferences and her papers appear in various reputed journals. 

 

Intersections of Philosophy and Politics in the Panchatantra: Lessons for 

Governance and Social Order 

MONIKA, Assistant Professor of English, M.S.J.Govt. P. G. College, Rajasthan, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the Panchatantra, an ancient Indian collection of animal fables, through 

the lens of social contract theory, power dynamics, and cultural hegemony. By analysing its 

narratives, the research investigates how the Panchatantra reflects and perpetuates the social, 

political, and patriarchal structures of ancient Indian society. The study delves into the 

philosophical underpinnings of governance, emphasizing the balance between dharma (duty) 

and rajneeti (political strategy), and the tension between idealism and pragmatism in 

leadership. It also examines how the Panchatantra functions as a tool for socialization, 

transmitting cultural values and norms across generations and societies through its oral 

tradition. The research methodology combines a literary analysis of selected stories from the 

Panchatantra with a comparative approach, drawing parallels with Western political 

philosophy, particularly the social contract theories of John Locke and the political strategies 

of Machiavelli. The study also incorporates a sociological perspective, analysing the textôs role 

in reinforcing patriarchal and hierarchical norms, while identifying instances of subversion 

where female characters challenge these gender roles. The primary objectives of this research 

are to uncover the philosophical and political dimensions of the Panchatantra, understand its 

role in shaping and reinforcing social identities, and explore its relevance in contemporary 

discussions on governance, ethics, and gender. By doing so, the paper aims to contribute to the 

broader discourse on the intersections of literature, politics, and social order in ancient texts. 
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Keywords: Social Contract Theory, Dharma, Rajneeti, Power dynamics, Cultural hegemony, 

Patriarchy, Gender roles, Oral tradition, Socialization. 

 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Monika is an Assistant Professor of English at M. S. J. Govt. P. G. College, Bharatpur, 

Rajasthan. She holds her Ph.D. from the University of Rajasthan, Jaipur. Her primary research 

interests lie in Indian Aesthetics and comparative studies. Additionally, she has a deep affinity 

for arts, mythologies, folklores, and childrenôs literature. She has presented and published 

various research papers on Indian Aesthetics, Indian art and literature, Indian philosophy, and 

nature poetry. Currently, she is focusing her research on the field of mythology and folk 

literature. 

Ajanta Murals as a Reflection of the Contemporary Society 

SHRUTI LAL, Ph.D. Scholar, Department of Art History & Art Appreciation, Jamia 

Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

Art has been regarded as a mirror of society from ancient times. The artist preserves a visual 

history of the period by depicting what he sees in paintings. Ajanta Caves are acclaimed for 

their magnificent Buddhist murals and sculptures. Ajantaôs art closely corresponds with two 

major Deccan empires. They were excavated in Deccan during the Satavahana and Vakataka 

periods roughly four hundred years apart. The paper will focus on the murals of the caves of 

the Vakataka period, i.e., Caves 1, 2, 16, and 17. The Vakataka period was characterised by 

significant political stability and prosperity in the Deccan region, both of which contributed to 

the development of artistic expression. Which aspects of the Ajanta paintings provide us with 

a glimpse into the society in which they lived?  The paper would analyse how murals reflect 

commerce and  society. 

The paintings are of significant importance in constructing an image of life in ancient 

India because they portray various aspects of the material culture of the time. Art historians 

seek to comprehend the cultural heritage, customs, and traditions reflected in paintings. This 

paper  will investigate the wide variety of cultural artefacts that are depicted in the paintings. 

In what ways did the artists of Ajanta include the Vakataka society into their depictions of 

Buddhist themes? This paper will examine the activities portrayed in these murals. The history 

and culture of these caves have been studied by Walter Spink, M.K. Dhavalikar, and Yazdani.  

The paintings have the potential to serve as an illustrative record of the ordinary culture that 

existed throughout the Vakataka period. This is due to the fact that they show the painters of 
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Ajantaôs personal interpretation of the world. The paper will look into why art is considered a 

reflection of society.  

Keywords: Ajanta, Murals, Society, Culture. 

Bio-note: 

Shruti Lal is pursuing her Ph.D. in Art History & Art Appreciation from Jamia Millia Islamia, 

New Delhi. Her academic journey has been marked by a deep engagement with Indiaôs history, 

culture, and art, particularly Ancient India. Her research interests lie at the intersection of visual 

culture and historical context, with a particular emphasis on mural paintings and ancient Indian 

treatises on art. Her interest also extends to the history of South and Southeast Asia. In addition 

to India, she has presented her work papers at conferences in Australia and New Zealand.  

The Role of Mother Tongue-Based Education in Language Preservation: 

Analysing the Significance of NEP 2020 in Promoting Linguistic Diversity 

and Cultural Heritage in Assam 

DR BIBHA DEVI, Assistant Professor, Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva 

Viswavidyalaya, India 

Abstract: 

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 highlights the crucial importance of mother-tongue 

based education and acknowledges the rich multilingualism present in India. Assam is a state 

abundant with language and cultural heritages. This study explores how the NEP 2020 will 

impact the preservation and the plurality of languages of Assam. Given the need for actions to 

safeguard the large number of the local languages in the region, the paper is intended to discuss 

how educational policies based on the language of the people can contribute to the 

strengthening of the language, the maintenance of cultural identities, and the improvement of 

the education system. 

A qualitative and documentary research approach is used which involves elucidating 

the key findings from a literature review and an analysis of relevant policy documents. The 

study deals with the theoretical and practical levels of the incorporating mother tongue-based 

education while encouraging linguistic diversity, challenges that are faced in implementing the 

theoretical foundations in the educational context and the possibilities and strategies for 

language preservation. 

The paper demonstrates how mother tongue-based multilingual education is beneficial 

for developing linguistic as well as cognitive abilities of the learners and for language 

preservation in the context of Assam. Additionally, this paper offers some additional 

recommendations to educators and decision-makers. 
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It is hoped that the findings of this study would be beneficial in protecting cultural and 

linguistic diversity and indigenous heritage while ensuring effective education. The paper 

elaborates on the existing discourse and the numerous aspects of the issues encountered in 

educational reform as well as in language preservation, as a result, it has the potential to serve 

as a helpful resource to policy makers, educators, communities whose languages are 

endangered. 

 

Keywords: Mother Tongue-based education, NEP 2020, Language preservation, Linguistic 

diversity, Assam. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Bibha Devi is UGC-NET qualified and currently teaches English at Mahapurusha Srimanta 

Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya, Guwahati Unit as Assistant Professor. Her extensive teaching 

experience spans various educational levels. 

Dr. Devi is actively engaged in teacher training and has collaborated with organizations 

like SSA Assam, Gauhati University, ALERT, SIL International, and NCERT. Her research 

interests include language teaching methodologies, multilingual education, and technology 

integration in teaching. She has presented at numerous conferences, published in UGC CARE 

and Scopus indexed journals, and authored a textbook for Dibrugarh University. 

She has also participated in significant professional development programs, including 

those on managing online classes, NEP 2020, and multilingual education. 

 

Epigenetically induced Trauma, Memory and Identity: An Expository 

Exploration in Literature 

KALYANI, Phd Research Scholar, Patna University, India & PRASHANT RAJ, 

Independent Research Scholar, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper entitled óEpigenetically induced Trauma, Memory and Identity: An 

Expository Exploration in Literatureô has incorporated study of trauma and its haunting 

memory, coaxed into the generations thereafter. Trauma and memory studies have been a part 

of literary arena since a long time now with multiple cataclysmic events that shaped the global 

understanding of violence and trauma. This research paper seeks to investigate epigenetically 

induced trauma in literature. Although, epigenetics is a relatively newer scientific field, its 

implications resonate with long standing literary explorations of inherited trauma, memory and 

Identity. It involves exploring how the transmission of trauma across generations has been 

represented in literature. Furthermore, the paper explores how the current scientific and cultural 

understanding of the long term impact of trauma has been engaged through these 
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representations.The paper shall reflect upon how these portrayals in literature inherit not just 

the memories but the physical and psychological burdens of the ancestral traumas often 

depicted through metaphors of haunting and bodily marks or psychological disturbances and 

also acknowledge the role of narratives in shaping our understanding of the inherited suffering 

and resilience. 

Keywords: Epigenetics, Identity, Inheritence, Memory, Trauma. 

Bio-note: 

Kalyani is a PhD Research Scholar in Patna University. She has done Masters in English from 

University of Delhi and Masters in Psychology from IGNOU. Her field of interest is medical 
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Prashant Raj is an Independent Research Scholar. He has done Masters in English from 

University of Delhi. His area of interest is medical humanities, Bhakti literature and post 

colonial narratives. He has published his research paper on Bhakti literature. 

 

Whither Border? Connecting Tribes and Popular Politics in Mizoram in 

Indiaôs Northeast 

SOMA GHOSAL, Assistant Professor, Sri Ramkrishna Sarada Vidya Mahapitha, India 

Abstract: 

Identity in the northeast of India has been a subject of interest for scholars delving into the 

several realms of social science and humanities. Here, identity is as much a political construct 

as also a social and economic construct. The colonial administration laid down the basis for 

mapping the region and a remapping took place with the organising of the Census that provided 

a detailed database on the existence of the several tribes. The administrative necessity tamed 

the wild tribes providing the first semblance of modernity through a modern religion, 

Christianity, and a conscious ethnic identity through a script for the ethnic language. The 

independence of India followed by the introduction of autonomous administrative structures, 

re-infused the sense of identity in these states. The post independence period witnessed intense 

identity movements in the various states of the northeast in an attempt to root out illegal 

immigrants from various parts of the north-east. There have been conscious attempts at 

consolidating tribe identity, segregating the óusô from the óotherô. There was a gradual 

degeneration of several of the identity movements into separatist and insurgent outfits in the 

region that capitalised on the failure of the state to adequately represent the ethnic groups in 

administrative structures. An enforced border cutting across tribal affinities has complicated 
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the situation. Often, conflicts and reprisals in neighbouring states have had severe 

consequences for the administration in the border states. The Mizo identity and the politics in 

the state of Mizoram can be seen as a classic example of cross border ties of connectivity. The 

reprisals in the Chin state of Myanmar have reverberated across the state of Mizoram, where 

identity and administrative policies have intertwined to assume a new paradigm. The paper 

attempts to explore some of these common grounds of history and kinship ties that have shaped 

the politics in Mizoram. 

Keywords: Ethnic politics, Connectivity, Historical ties, Chins, Mizos. 

Bio-note: 

Soma Ghosal is Assistant Professor, Political Science, SRSVM, Kamarpukur, Hooghly, West 
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ed., A Journey through the Stilwell Road (Shipra, 2011); óVoices from Bengalôs Periphery: The 

Identity Movement of the Koch Rajbansisô in Chandan Basu and Manoj Kumar Haldar ed., 

Modern Bengal: In Search of Tradition and Discourses of Margins.( Netaji Subhas Open 

University, 2019). Language as a Resource in Indiaôs Decolonized Cultural Curriculum: A Case 

Study of the Santali Language, in Ann Lopez , Herveen Singh eds., Decolonizing Educational 

Knowledge, Palgrave, University of Toronto. 

 

Analysing Traumatic Toxic Masculinity and Pathogenic Reminisces in 

Stephen Chobskyôs The Perks of Being a Wallflower 

SHREYA BHATIA, Research Scholar, Department of English, Central University of 

Himachal Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper aims to study the traumatic experiences of the protagonist Charlie, a 

representation of numerous young-adult boys, that resulted from toxic masculine ideals and 

agonizing recollections triggered by the child abuse in The Perks of Being a Wallflower (1999) 

by Stephen Chobsky. The research seeks to bring to the light how themental health of men 

deteriorates because of the set standard gendered attributes that force men to hide emotions and 

undergo insecurities caused by oneôs inability to appear in the manner as dictated by the strict 
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societal constructs. It seeks to examine how sexual-abuse can cause traumatic memories and 

how educational deprivation about sexual coercion and assault can make one suffer without 

even being aware of the source of affliction as is seen in the case of Charlie. It seeks to 

emphasise the importance of sex-education that is as crucial for boys as it is for girls. To study 

the toxic masculinity and the Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder in The Perks of Being a 

Wallflower (1999), the research paper will employ psychoanalytic lens, gender and narrative 

theory with an inclusion of the theories given by theorists such as Cathy Caruth, R.W. Connell, 

Sigmund Freud, Jacques Lacan, Judith Butler and Jerome Bruner. 

Keywords: Toxic Masculinity, Trauma, Memory, Sex-education, Young-adult. 

Bio-note: 

Shreya Bhatia is a PhD Scholar in the Department of English at Central University of Himachal 

Pradesh, Dharamshala. She has completed her Masters in English from Himachal Pradesh 
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Additionally, she has worked as an Assistant Professor for a brief period of time at Shoolini 

Institute of Life Sciences and Business Management, Solan. She holds a strong penchant for 

teaching, reading, creative writing and cooking. Her research interests include the trauma 

studies, young adult fiction, indigenous studies and ecological narratives with intertwining of 

psychoanalysis. 

 

Representation of Indigenous Values and Cultural Practices: Myth and 

Folklore 

KALPANA MAIREMBAM, PhD Scholar, Dhanamanjuri University, Manipur, India & 

DR. H. SUBRATA SINGH, Associate Professor, Dhanamanjuri University, Manipur, 

India 

Abstract: 

Storytelling can be termed as the oldest form of folk art. The oral transmission of cultural 

narratives and traditions is vibrant and organic in nature among most Indians. We have grown 

up listening to folk tales, myths and legends which have been passed down from generation to 

generation. Our mythological stories of Ramayana and Mahabharata, Akbar and Birbal Fables, 

Hitopadesha and Vetala Panchavimshati have been the fondest part of the Indian childhood. 

Oral tradition has been a great part of Indian tradition as well as for the native American. The 

paper intends to approach the use of indigenous media and indigenous oral narratives by giving 

a comparative study of Kannada language movie Kantara (2022) and N. Scott Momadayôs The 

Journey of Tai-me (1967) by blending folklore with mythology. Kantara optimally represents 
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indigenous concerns within the form of contemporary media. Momadayôs The Journey of Tai- 

me provides how oral transmission ensures the survival of the spirit of indigenous perspectives 

and world views. Both works successfully encapsulates and explores several culturally located 

tradition. The paper reflects the akin indigenous ontology viz the emphatic use of Bhoota Kola, 

a performative ritual prevalent among the indigenous community of Adivasi in the coastal 

region of southern Kerala and the Sun dance ritual of the native American, exchange of Panpirli 

Darva, (an animist form of the spirit) and the exchange of spiritual amulet Tai-me to the Kiowa 

tribe. To delve and analyse the two works, this paper will employ the theoretical model of 

ñfourth cinemaò as offered by Barry Barclay and Levi-Straussôs concept of ñmythemesò. The 

paper attempts to bring up the essence of indigenous values, lives, and authenticity to limelight 

within an indigenous space rather amalgamating nor assimilating within the mainstream or 

dominant narratives. By bringing up he mystical and intriguing narratives through folklore the 

paper studies the discourse of indigenous cultural practices and rituals and how it also raises 

the question of polarity between the negative and positive connotation of superstition and 

belief. 

Keywords: Oral tradition, Folklore, Myth, Bhoota Kola, Sun Dance, Panjurli Daiva, Tai-me, 

Fourth cinema, Mythemes. 

Bio-note: 

Kalpana Mairembam has completed SLET , NET, JRF. She is a PhD Scholar from 

Dhanamanjuri University of Manipur.  Her interest area lies in Native American Literature. 

Dr. H. Subrata Singh is an Associate Professor, Dhanamanjuri University, Manipur, 

India 

Between Presence and Absence: Transitional Phenomena in Grief and 

Memory in Kat Chowôs Seeing Ghosts (2021) 

GHEETA CHANDRAN, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, India & Dr REVATHI 

GOPAL, Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper explores the intersections of grief and memory through the lens of DW. 

Winnicottôs concepts of Transitional Objects and Space, particularly as articulated in a grief 

memoir, Seeing Ghost (2021) by Kate Chow. Grief memoir comprises personal narratives of 

loss, mourning, and the intricate emotional landscapes that accompany such events. Grief 

memoir functions as both a means of personal expression and a collective action that can deeply 

resonate with readers who have experienced comparable losses, therefore promoting a feeling 

of connection and empathy in the midst of intense emotional pain (Hagstrºm, 2014; Mağecka, 
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2023). Through an examination of how Chowôs characters interact with Transitional Objects, 

which are physical reminders of loved ones lost, and the Transitional Space they live in. This 

paper highlights the intricate emotional terrains that humans traverse after experiencing loss. 

Building upon prior research, which examines the psychological effects of grief and the 

importance of meaningful rituals in the grieving process (Burrell & Selman, 2020; Costello & 

Kendrick, 2000), this study emphasises the need of creative involvement and the establishment 

of supportive settings for coping with loss. The results indicate that transitional objects function 

as both sources of solace and channels for preserving relationships with the deceased, therefore 

promoting a process of psychological recovery and assimilation. Furthermore, the study 

explores how the notion of transitional space enables the investigation of grief in communal 

contexts, highlighting the significance of shared narratives and collective memory in the 

grieving process. By contextualising Chowôs work within the wider framework of grief studies, 

this research enhances our comprehension of how literature can shed light on psychological 

experiences and promote empathy when confronted with loss. The paper ultimately supports 

the adoption of an interdisciplinary approach to grief, promoting further study that goes beyond 

conventional limits and enhances our comprehension of the human experience during periods 

of emotional distress. 

Keywords: Memory, Grief, Transitional object and space, Identity, Diasporic women 

literature. 

Bio-note: 

Gheeta Chandran obtained her degree in B.A (Hons) Literature in English (UKM) and M.A 

Postcolonial Literature in English (UKM). She is currently pursuing her PhD in English 

Literature at Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (UPSI) and serving as a lecturer in the 

Department of Languages and Linguistics, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman, Perak. She is 

interested in Colonial and Postcolonial Literature, Diasporic Issues, Mythologies and Folklores 

and Malaysian Literature in English based research and projects. 

Dr Revathi Gopal is from Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris. 

ñThe Umbilical Cord That Connects Human Beings With The Earth...ò: A 

Study of Ecological Imperialism, Post-Colonial Eco-Consciousness and 

Hydroterror in Selective Works of Sarah Joseph and Amitav Ghosh 

AISHWARYA BHUTORIA, Independent Scholar, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper proposes to probe into a Post-Colonial eco-critical analysis of the role of 

ecological imperialism in the rise of Post-Colonial eco-consciousness in esoteric few. In order 
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to substantiate my argument I rely upon Sarah Josephôs Gift in Green (2011) as well as 

Aalahayude Penmakkal (1999) translated as The Daughters of the Aalaha and Amitav Ghoshôs 

non-fictional work The Great Derangement: Climate Change and the Unthinkable (2016) 

which carries the germ of his novel Gun Island (2019). The study underscores their 

preoccupation with the issue of climate crisis, a human-environment tussle, and the impeccable 

portrayal of hydroterror. The ecological imperialism is underlined as the torchbearers of 

civilization, have played a crucial role in irrevocably altering the geomorphological character 

of the planet Earth. 

Joseph is categorised with other anti-globalisation crusaders as she supported the 

environmental justice movements. Gift in Green beautifully presents the spiritual vision native 

to our country, there is no discontinuity between human beings and nature.  

This paper additionally aims to demonstrate the concerns of hydroterror and hydrocrisis 

as evident in Gun Island (2019) where the boundaries between water and land are dissolved in 

order to represent the realistic consequences of climatic disturbances. In Gift in Green it 

becomes evident with the waste dumping in Aathiôs waterbodies. There are images of water 

surging and flood that are cataclysmic. 

In the process of dissecting the selected texts the underswell of climate induced 

displacement is underscored by the presence of characters like Bilal, Rafi and Tipu. Their 

predicament and plight is a reflection of the life of millions of migrants.  This paper also 

envisions to illustrate the eco-feminist approach through Kunjimathu who organizes a jal 

satyagraha by fasting and remaining immersed in water. 

 

Keywords: Climate, Eco-consciousness, Hydroterror, Hydrocrisis, Post-Colonial. 
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Shattering the Illusion:  Identifying the Repercussions of Model Minority 

Myth on Asian-American Lives 

ANJALI S MENON, Scholar, Government Arts and Science College, Calicut, India 

Abstract: 

Model minority myth defines Asian Americans as hardworking, successful, intelligent and 

obedient. Thus, Asian Americans feel compelled to defend their immigration to the United 

States, also referred to as the ñland of immigrants.ò This paper attempts to show how the Model 

Minority Myth with a positive connotation affects Asian Americans socially and mentally. The 

socio-political context is highlighted with its role in maintaining racial hierarchies with the 

analysis of social and psychological effects of the myth on Asian Americans, particularly 

focusing on how these accentuate the internalization of racism and affect their identity 

formation and family dynamics. It dives into the pressures and challenges Asian American 

students face in educational settings due to the myth, including parental expectations, societal 

pressures, and mental health issues. The study is being carried out using a chosen memoir- 

They Called Us Exceptional: And Other Lies That Raised Us by Prachi Gupta. Textual analysis 

of tha text has been made with the aid of postcolonial studies. The present study is relevant, for 

even today, a large number of south Asians migrate to America, a country which has systemic 

racism. A community which was once perceived as ñyellow perilò to ñmodel minorityò was a 

part of propaganda to promote the idea of the American Dream, which is an illusion. The social 

impacts of the myth are multifaceted, affecting individual identity formation, family dynamics, 

and broader community interactions. The model minority stereotype has historically been 

utilized to uphold White supremacy by placing Asian Americans against other racial minority 

groups, but the positive connotation serves as a mask for the same. 

Keywords: Model minority myth, American dream, Asian Americans, Hybridity, Third  space. 
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Aesthetic Education and Contemporary Schooling System 

Dr MOHAMMAD HASAN, Assistant Professor, Manuu-College of Teachcer Education, 

Bhopal, India & IRAM SLEEM MALIK, Research Scholar, Manuu-College Of 

Teachcer Education, Bhopal, India 

Abstract: 

In the contemporary schooling system, aesthetic education plays a crucial role in the holistic 

development of students, integrating emotional, cultural, and intellectual growth. This paper 

explores the significance of aesthetic education in nurturing creativity, critical thinking, and 

emotional intelligence, which are often overshadowed by the traditional focus on standardized 

testing and academic performance. Through a multidisciplinary approach, aesthetic education 

fosters an appreciation for the arts, nature, and diverse cultural expressions, encouraging 

students to engage deeply with their surroundings and develop a sense of empathy and ethical 

awareness. In the contemporary schooling system, aesthetic education challenges the utilitarian 

and mechanistic views of learning by promoting a more rounded educational experience. It 

emphasizes the importance of sensory experiences, imagination, and personal expression, 

contributing to studentsô overall well-being and resilience. By examining various pedagogical 

strategies and curriculum designs, this paper highlights how incorporating aesthetic education 

into contemporary schooling can lead to more engaged, reflective, and adaptable learners. 

Ultimately, the study argues that aesthetic education should be an integral part of the schooling 

system, not merely as an enrichment activity but as a fundamental component of education that 

prepares students for a complex, multicultural, and interconnected world. 

Keywords: Aesthetic education, Contemporary schooling system, Holistic development, 

Intellectual & emotional growth, Multidisciplinary approach.  
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Strangling Strands: Dismantling The Politics of Hair in Gone Kesh 

AMIYA BODHI T K, Scholar, English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad, 

India 

Abstract: 

Female scalp hair has taken an invincible position in the political and social fronts of society. 

Historically, the scalp hair of a woman was used to control and subjugate them to oppressive 

ideologies. In the present, from asserting identity to reclaiming agency over self, it has become 
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a hyphenated tool of protest. But the notion of a woman being bald is still dealt with stigma 

and shame. It is seen as abnormal and a ólackô by the patriarchal society, which uses sexuality 

and beauty to chain women. With the aid of medical humanities, the paper problematizes the 

collective significance given to scalp hair in female discourses. The study is carried out by 

closely reading the chosen text, Gone Kesh, and analyzing the lived experience of the 

protagonist affected by alopecia with proper regard to society and cultural situations using 

psychological research. The research results show that the stigmatization of bald women is 

shockingly high in society and has intense emotional and social effects on individuals. The 

feeling of shame in female alopecia patients leads to poor quality of life, but with the proper 

support of close ones, a positive change can be attained. The study opens a new arena to explore 

how hair has become a silent tool of oppression, even while dealing with a medical situation. 

As a sum of these, the paper proves how society gives scalp hair an unwanted collective 

position in the life of a woman. 

Keywords: Alopecia, Stigmatisation, Shame, Female experience. 
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Colonial Legacies and Ecofeminist  Resistance in Abdulrazak Gurnaahôs 

Novels 

Dr MAFRUHA FERDOUS, Associate Professor, American International University-

Bangladesh 

Abstract: 

Colonial exploitations, wars, deforestation, and socioeconomic destitution of many of the 

worldôs women challenge all who hope for a more humane world. Increased violence during 

colonial and post-colonial third-world countries, ecological crises, and gender concerns draw 

the attention of some recent academics. Abdulrazak Gurnah, a Tanzanian-born author, is known 

for his insightful exploration of post-colonial themes and his focus on the experiences of 

marginalized individuals. According to Edward Said, a founder of post-colonial studies, the 

perspectives and experiences of the colonized populations are often silenced by the dominant 

Western narratives. Gurnah aims to give these marginalized groups a voice and reevaluate 

historical events and cultural productions from his perspective. While Gurnahôs works touch 

on various aspects of post-colonialism, including identity, migration, and displacement, 

ecofeminism also emerges as a significant motif in his novels. Ecofeminism is an ideology that 
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examines the intersection of feminism and environmentalism, highlighting the ways in which 

the oppression of women and the degradation of the environment are interconnected. 

According to the French feminist Francoise dôEaubone, ecofeminism became a useful tool to 

assess interconnections between womenôs oppression and ecological crisis.  In Gurnahôs 

novels, the portrayal of female characters and their relationship with nature often reflects the 

ecofeminist perspective. His works delve into the exploitation of both women and the 

environment by oppressive systems, exposing the power imbalances and the consequences of 

colonization and globalization. His female characters navigate the challenges of a changing 

world while maintaining the connection to their culture and the natural environment. In 

Paradise, Gravel Heart, By the Sea, Desertion and Dottie Gurnah portrays the female 

charactersô relationship with the natural environment and the intersecting themes of power, 

gender, and the environment. This essay projects the resilience and agency of women in the 

face of adversity. It aligns with ecofeminist principles that emphasize the potential for women 

to be agents of change and advocate for a sustainable and harmonious relationship with nature.  

Keywords: Colonial exploitation, Ecocriticism, Deforestation, Globalization. 
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Ethical Implications of AI in Popular Culture: A Memory Studies 

Perspective 

RACHEL IRDAYA RAJ, Assistant Professor of English, VNR Vignana Jyothi Institute 

of Engineering and Technology, Hyderabad, India & DR D SUDHA RANI, Associate 

Professor of English, VNR Vignana Jyothi Institute of Engineering and Technology, 

Hyderabad, India 

Abstract: 

The last decade has seen an unprecedented rise in the field of technology. These technological 

advances include the development of artificial intelligence (AI) across several domains 

including AI powered devices. This influence of AI is also seen in popular culture. In the recent 

years AI has become a central theme in various forms of media, including movies, television 

shows, and literature. This paper seeks to critically evaluate how artificial intelligence has 

influenced popular culture by examining the movies ï Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), 

M3GAN (2022) and Mission: Impossible ï Dead Reckoning (2023). The films address the 

ramifications of artificial intelligence gone awry, posing concerns about the moral 

consequences and the risks of this technology. These portrayals highlight the significance of 

the real-world implications of AI and its ethical implications as it continues to integrate itself 

across various aspects of society.  A qualitative approach will be employed with content 

analysis serving as the main research methodology. The films are examined for how they 

represent artificial intelligence (AI), how it affects society, and what moral ramifications come 

with advances in AI. The paper will also deliberate the problems of memory retention vs 

memory manipulation, ethical programming, the impact on emotional well-being, the 

autonomy and control of AI, and how to strike a balance between safety and privacy. 

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence (AI), Ethical implications, Memory, Autonomy, Privacy.  
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Cultural Narratives through Cruisine: An In-depth Comparative Study of 

Himachali Dham and Native American Food Traditions 

MS. DIVYA RANA, Ph.D Research Scholar, Arni University Indora, Himachal Pradesh, 

India 

Abstract: 

Food, as a cornerstone of cultural identity, transcends basic nourishment to become a powerful 

narrative of heritage, tradition, and community. Across the world, culinary practices are deeply 

intertwined with the history, geography, and socio-cultural evolution of each region. This paper 

explores the traditional Himachali Dham, a ceremonial feast from Himachal Pradesh, India, 

alongside the indigenous food practices of Native American tribes, to examine the profound 

role of food in cultural expression. 

The Himachali Dham is more than just a meal; it is a ritual imbued with spiritual and 

communal significance. Comprising dishes like ómadraô (a yogurt-based curry), dal (lentils), 

and rice, it is meticulously prepared without onions, garlic, or non-vegetarian ingredients, 

emphasizing purity and simplicity. Traditionally served during festivals and marriages, Dham 

symbolizes the sanctity of food in Himachali culture, where culinary practices are deeply 

connected to religious and communal life. 

In contrast, the food traditions of Native American tribes reflect a deep, symbiotic 

relationship with nature. Their diet, rich in corn, beans, squash, and game, showcases 

sustainable living and a profound respect for the earthôs resources. Unlike the structured and 

ritualistic Dham, Native American meals are often communal, emphasizing harmony with 

nature and collective well-being. 

Despite their differences, both culinary traditions highlight the role of food as a vessel 

for cultural continuity and community cohesion. The ritualistic purity of the Himachali Dham 

contrasts with the adaptive, nature-centric practices of Native American tribes, yet both 

exemplify how food sustains cultural heritage and reinforces community bonds. This 

comparative study underscores the universal importance of food in preserving cultural identity 

and fostering sustainable practices. 

 

Keywords: Cultural identity, Himachali Dham, Native American food, Communal practices, 

Sustainability. 
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Reconfiguring Humanity: Posthumanism and AI in Atlas 

SUMANA GHOSH, Masterôs Student in English with Communication Studies, CHRIST 

(Deemed to be University), Bangalore Central Campus, India 

Abstract: 

This paper examines the sci-fi film ñAtlasò through the lens of Posthumanism, focusing on its 

exploration of human and non-human boundaries in an era dominated by advanced artificial 

intelligence. Situating ñAtlasò within Posthuman theory, the study engages with critical debates 

on the evolving relationship between humans and AI, particularly in a society transitioning 

from early automation to the emergence of Artificial General Intelligence (AGI) and beyond. 

The analysis highlights the filmôs depiction of a future where AI evolves from adaptive 

systems to entities capable of exponential learning and dominance. Drawing on contemporary 

Posthumanist discourse, the paper explores how ñAtlasò envisions the stages of AI evolutionð

from simple automation to a Post-AGI society where AI surpasses human intelligence, leading 

to a role reversal where AI controls human life. The neural link between humans and AI, 

portrayed in the film, serves as a focal point for discussing the potential utopian and dystopian 

outcomes of such integration. While this connection initially promises enhanced human 

capabilities, ñAtlasò also presents a cautionary vision where the reduction of human value to 

mere productivity could either liberate or endanger humanity. 

Pramod K. Nayarôs framework of Posthumanism as the de-centering of the human 

subject allows for a critical examination of how ñAtlasò destabilizes human exceptionalism, 

presenting AI as a force that reconfigures the meaning of existence. Cary Wolfeôs emphasis on 

the ethical implications of Posthumanism further informs the analysis, particularly regarding 

the ethical challenges of AI-dominated societies. Engaging with Peter H. Diamandisôs concept 

of ñfreedomò in an AI-driven era of abundance, this paper situates ñAtlasò within speculative 

fiction traditions that interrogate AIôs implications on human existence. Ultimately, this 

research positions ñAtlasò as a critical text that challenges conventional humanist notions, 

inviting a reconsideration of what it means to be human in an increasingly posthuman world. 

 

Keywords: Posthuman, Sci-fi, Atlas, Artificial Intelligence, Identity decentering. 
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has worked as a copywriter, crypto writer, and journalist for various companies. Her journey 

reflects a commitment to exploring diverse dimensions of literature, media, and cultural 

discourse. 

 

Educational Choices in the Age of Media: Insights and Impact 

AAKRITI GUPTA, Post Graduate Student, M.Sc. Mathematics Education, University 

of Delhi and Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi, India & AYUSHI GOYAL, Consultant 

Communications, United Way Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

In Robert Frostôs poem ñThe Road Not Taken,ò the poet illustrates how the choices we make 

profoundly impact the journey of our lives. The poem serves as a metaphor for decision-

making, emphasizing that each choice we make, no matter how small or significant, shapes our 

future. This theme resonates deeply with the concept of educational choices, where decisions 

about academic paths play a critical role in determining studentsô future opportunities and 

successes.  

In the contemporary digital age, the landscape of decision-making has evolved 

dramatically with the pervasive influence of media. Today, students often turn to the internet 

for information on educational options, relying on social media, ads, and digital content instead 

of personal contacts. Media has become a powerful tool in shaping perceptions, offering both 

a wealth of information and a platform for diverse voices and experiences. For instance, 

consider Riya, a Class 12 student searching for the right college after her Board Exams. Her 

journey involves extensive browsing through college websites, reading student testimonials on 

social media, and consuming content from influencers who share their experiences and 

opinions about different institutions. This influx of information, readily accessible at her 

fingertips, plays a pivotal role in her decision-making process, guiding her towards a choice 

that feels informed and validated by othersô experiences. 

While the media can expand studentsô understanding of educational options, it also has 

notable drawbacks. Biased or overwhelming information, driven by influencers, targeted ads, 

and curated content, can skew perceptions, pushing students towards popular or market-driven 

choices rather than those that best fit their needs. Aggressive marketing from certain institutions 

may overshadow equally viable but less-publicized alternatives. The abundance of information 

can lead to confusion or decision paralysis, where students feel overwhelmed by choices. 

Moreover, media often sets unrealistic expectations or pressures students to follow trends, 

influencing decisions based on societal prestige or financial outcomes rather than personal 
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strengths and interests, resulting in choices that may not align with the studentsô true passions 

or aptitudes. 

This research paper explores the dual role of media as both a facilitator and a potential 

disruptor in the educational decision-making process of students in India. It examines the types 

of media consumed by students, analyzes how media influences their educational choices, 

highlights both the positive impacts and challenges, and suggests ways to address these 

challenges. 

 

Keywords: Media, Education, Educational choices, Decision making, Influence, Students. 
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Telugu Films in America: Nostalgia of Homeland for a Diasporic 

Community 

DR D. SUDHA RANI, Associate Professor, VNR Vignana Jyothi Institute of Engineeing 

and Technolohy(Autonomous), India & DR RACHEL IRDAYA RAJ, Assistant 

Professor, VNR VIgnana Jyothi Institute of Engineering and Technology, India 

Abstract: 

Telugu diaspora in United States of America forms a significant part of immigrant community 

in America. In recent times, Telugu films have a thriving market in United States of America. 

Though this has a greater financial implication for the homeland, it has greater cultural and 

memory related implications for the diasporic community. The concept of nostalgia implies a 

level of romanticization, a selective ñrememberingò of something held in the imagination of an 
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individual or a group of people. Films and food are important for cultural identity of Telugu 

community. Community viewing of films during important days like festivals, special days etc 

is a practice among Telugu community in homeland. This community has been patronizing 

films in a vital manner for a long time and Telugu films form the largest number of films 

produced in India. Therefore, when large number of Telugu people migrated to USA, they 

preferred to carry both food and films along with them. This present paper critically examines 

how food and films are a part of Telugu diasporaôs memory related to their homeland. How 

films could carry the memory of their homeland and satisfy their longing for homeland. This 

helped them deal with alienation and homelessness. This paper analyses how the Telugu 

community maintains a collective memory of films, arranged for their strong nostalgia for films 

and how as a community film viewing is enjoyed in host land. 

Keywords: Nostalgia, Memory, Telugu diaspora, Films, Alienation. 
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Reading the Dystopian Imagination in Films: Parallels between the 

Science-Fiction Narrative and Reality 

PRACHI KHOLIA, Research Scholar, Department of English & Modern European 

Languages, University of Lucknow, India 

Abstract: 

A post-apocalyptic scene in the dystopian world is usually set in an uninhabitable place with 

clear signs of disintegration, characterized by extreme suffering, fear of oppression, violence, 

segregation and class division based on identity politics for complete control of the general 

population. The narrative is often built around a large-scale disaster and raises crucial questions 

about the future. The reason why dystopian narratives matter in the present scenario is in 

relation to the political situation as well as the condition of women in modern society which is 

alarmingly concerning. Reality mirrors the dystopian imagination which embodies these socio-
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political concerns. It launches a dialogue about the future and in doing so, becomes a form of 

resistance towards it.  

This paper explores the fascination with dystopian narratives in science-fiction films 

while drawing parallels between fiction and reality considering the recent pandemic, in order 

to address the appeal of dystopia as a genre. It presents science-fiction narratives as a necessary 

step towards the possibility of a better world through the critique of the present, despite the 

overwhelmingly melancholic imagination the genre embodies. The paper has been expanded 

from a part of my Mastersô Dissertation, ñSci-fi Films: Reading Dystopian World in Visual 

Textò written in 2021. 

Keywords: Science-Fiction, Dystopia, Narratives, Films Studies. 

Bio-note: 

Prachi Kholia is a Research Scholar at the Department of English & Modern European 

Languages, University of Lucknow, India. She is presently working on her doctoral thesis on 

the issues of modern existence as depicted in Japanese confessional literature. Her research 

interests include personal narratives and film studies. Some of her creative works have 

appeared in literary publications like Muse India, Setu, Trouvaille Review, Dreich Chapbook 

and elsewhere. 

Staging Violence and Resistance: A Study of Kanhailalôs Pebet and Samuel 

Beckettôs Catastrophe 

WUNGREIYON MOINAO, Assistant Professor of English, Tagore Govt Arts & Science 

College, Pondicherry, India 

Abstract: 

Heisnam Kanhailal and Samuel Beckett both experienced the horror of World War II and its 

violent impact on human race. Kanhailal grew up to the socio-political chaos and confusion of 

Japanese invasion in Manipur during the war while Beckett actively took part in French 

Resistance movement. Kanhailal presents violence through the social unrest of Manipur while 

Beckett through the socio-political scenario of post-war Europe. What connects these 

playwrights, though from two different unconnected geographical locations, is their response 

to the rampant violence through silent resistance. 

 The paper studies the playwrightsô subtle presentation of resistance where the characters 

passively yield to the torture and exploitation. Through their silence, the characters negate the 

reality of violence and inwardly take a stand of resistance. The playwrights present that, no 

matter how much physical torture and deterioration one goes through, no tyrannical authority 
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or power can ever overcome the universal nature of resilience, which is inherent in human 

being.  

Keywords: Drama, H.Kanhailal, Samuel Beckett, Violence, Resistance. 

Bio-note: 

Wungreiyon Moinao is a faculty of English at Tagore Govt Arts & Science College, 

Pondicherry University. He has eco-edited a book entitled Studies In Mahesh Dattaniôs Tara, 

published by Books Way, Kolkatta. 

From Rights to Realities: The Role of Special Education in Social Inclusion 

for Children with Disabilities 

ANUPAM DEBNATH, Ph.D Scholar, Department of Social Work, Visva-Bharati 

University, India & SUDHANGSU SEKHAR DATTA, Guest Faculty, Department of 

Adult Continuing Education, Rabindra Bharati University, Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

Children with disabilities face many challenges, which point out the importance of 

implementing effective strategies in the education sector to support their learning and 

development goals inclusively. This inclusive approach is evident in national policies like 

Indiaôs initiative óSabka Saath, Sabka Vikasô (Together with All Growth for All). By 

incorporating special education into the standard curriculum, the state tries to meet the 

requirements of children who have disabilities related to intellect and development. For the 

strategy to be successful, it must include values established in the UNôs Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights (UDHR) and international commitments such as the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). To critically evaluate the degree to which special education can 

result in these children being accepted in society, this analytical paper uses secondary literature 

sources, focussing on government initiatives within West Bengal, India. Also mentioned in the 

paper are the perspectives of scholars and activists in the special education field on children 

with disabilities to prompt policy formulation efforts. The findings revealed that despite 

endeavours to identify such children with special needs, a significant number of those with 

hidden disabilities continue to go unnoticed, delayed in diagnosis, and thus require greater 

focus and care for their social inclusion. Nevertheless, legislative achievements such as the 

Right to Education Act 2009 and efforts such as that of the National Trust for the Welfare of 

Persons with Autism, Cerebral Palsy, Retardation and Multiple Disabilities Act 1999 provide 

some basis for improved access to education and social involvement. While the paper 

demonstrates that special education has made vital contributions to the life courses of these 

young people, it also concludes that strong policies, and adaptive programmes are needed to 

secure their rights and human dignity fully. 
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Keywords: Children with disabilities, Social inclusion, Special education.  

Bio-note: 

Anupam Debnath is a full-time Ph.D. Scholar (UGC-SRF) at the Department of Social Work, 

Visva-Bharati University. Adopting an interpretative phenomenological approach, his research 

focuses on the experiences of social inclusion among persons with Intellectual and Learning 

Disabilities in West Bengal. He has publications in journals, and edited books. He has also 

presented his research at various national and international conferences. Prior to his 

engagement in doctoral research, he worked as a Research Associate at the Jayaprakash 

Institute of Social Change and as an Academic Counsellor at Netaji Subhas Open University. 

He also served as a Trainer at the School of Vocational Education at Tata Institute of Social 

Sciences. He has two years of teaching experience as an Assistant Professor of Social Work at 

AMIK Institute of Management Sciences and Technology and Vidyasagar School of Social 

Work. 

Sudhangsu Sekhar Datta is a Guest Faculty of the Department of Adult Continuing 

Education, Rabindra Bharati University of Kolkata. 

 

Role of ICT in uplifting the Socio-economic Condition of Tribal Women: 

An Empirical study in Mayurbhanj district of Odisha 

RESMA SAMAL, Ph.D Research Scholar, Department of Sociology, University of 

Hyderabad, Telangana, India 

Abstract: 

The advent of new media and innovations in ICTs has revolutionized human society, leading 

to swift shifts in social, economic, political, and cultural realms, and giving rise to what Castells 

(1996) termed the ñinformation ageò or ñinformation society.ò Digital technology is 

instrumental in driving social transformation in areas such as the economy, politics, culture, 

religion, etc.  Despite these advancements, ICT penetration remains low among women, 

particularly among tribal women, due to entrenched socioeconomic, structural, and cultural 

barriers. The present paper examines the negotiation of tribal women with technology in their 

everyday lives, and how it affects their social conditions in the digital landscape. It further 

explores the challenges in terms of their use and adoption of ICTs. The study is particularly 

relevant because no systematic research has been conducted on the relationship between ICTs 

and tribal women in Mayurbhanj, Odisha, where they constitute 58.72% of the districtôs 

population (Census 2011). The data has been collected by employing both primary and 

secondary sources. The research based on participant observation, semi-structured interviews, 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
 

and telephonic interviews reveals that ICT adoption has empowered women by building 

confidence, enhancing community participation, improving their economic situation, 

encouraging decision-making capacity, and facilitating engagement in various activities. 

However, the study highlights significant challenges, including infrastructural and financial 

barriers, age, education, and socio-cultural beliefs, which reinforce the digital divide and inhibit 

their full integration with technology. By addressing these issues, the study aims to inform 

policy planners to make appropriate policies and strategies to reduce digital inequalities, 

thereby fostering digital inclusion among tribal women. This research provides a critical insight 

into the intersection of gender, technology, and tribal communities, contributing to a broader 

discourse on empowerment and digital inclusion. 

Keywords: ICT, Digital technologies, Digital inequalities, Empowerment, Digital inclusion. 

Bio-note: 

 Resma Samal is a Ph.D. Scholar in Sociology at the University of Hyderabad, with a focus on 

Science, Technology, and Society (STS), Socio-spatial studies, and Tribal studies. She holds 

an M.A. in Sociology from the same institution, completed in 2022, and am a proud recipient 

of the Junior Research Fellowship (JRF). Her academic journey is marked by extensive 

experience in field observation and qualitative research. Recently, she had the privilege of 

presenting my paper, ñChanging Livelihood Patterns among the Tribal Communities in 

Odisha,ò at the World Anthropology Congress hosted by the Kalinga Institute of Social 

Sciences (KISS). 

 

Existential Angst in ñThe Last Giftò by Abdulrazak Gurnah: A Yalomian 

Analysis 

DEVIKA VINOD, Research Scholar, PG and Research Department of English, St. 

Thomas College (Autonomous), Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Abdulrazak Gurnah profoundly navigates through the intricate lives of his characters by  

delving into complex issues of migration and displacement throughout his novelistic oeuvre.  

Gurnah was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 2021 for his ñuncompromising and  

compassionate penetration of the effects of colonialism and the fate of the refugee in the gulf  

between cultures and continentsò (Nobelprize.org). ñThe Last Giftò, published in 2011 by  

Bloomsbury Publishing, is the eighth novel of Abdulrazak Gurnah portraying the story of a  

family who struggles to find roots for their displaced selves to adhere to. Apart from the  themes 

of belonging, displacement and cultural conflicts, this novel delineates the journey of  a man 
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who escaped from his life to gradually build another. This paper titled ñExistential  Angst in 

ñThe Last Giftò by Abdulrazak Gurnah: A Yalomian Analysisò studies the existential  concerns 

of the novelôs protagonist, Abbas, through a Yalomian lens. Existential psychiatrist from 

America, Irvin David Yalom is a writer of both fiction and nonfiction. He serves as an  emeritus 

professor of psychiatry at Stanford University (yalom.com). The analysis makes use  of Irvin. 

D. Yalomôs four existential concerns namely death, freedom, isolation and  meaninglessness to 

derive insights that explore the existential dimensions of Gurnahôs  protagonist. The 

confrontation of these concerns in life leads to inner conflicts that the major  protagonist Abbas 

encounters. A deeper understanding of the novel can be gained through this psychological 

enquiry. This existential aspect pertaining to the novel and its characters helps  to shed light on 

the often forgotten inner intricacies of migrants and their displaced lives. 

 

Keywords: Existential concerns, Freedom, Migrant literature, Mortality, Isolation. 

Bio-note: 

Devika Vinod is a Ph.D. JRF Research Scholar at the Research and PG Department of English, 

St. Thomas College (Autonomous), Thrissur, Kerala, affiliated to the University of Calicut. She 

works on postcolonial migration and diaspora for her research. She is also interested in gender 

studies, memory studies and existentialism. 

Studying Too Hot to Handle as a Narrative of Confinement 

MUSKAN GARG, Student, Christ (Deemed to be University), Bangalore, India 

Abstract: 

Studying Reality TV shows is one of the most popular fields in visual studies, catering to 

popular culture. The phenomenon of reality TV is comparatively recent, but it has gained 

immense popularity over the last few years. These shows, by and large, attempt to represent 

reality or move away from the script and capture the real emotions of people in real-time. This 

paper seeks to examine one of the most well-known Reality shows, Too Hot To Handle, which, 

through its five seasons, has established itself as an entertainment show set in the lap of a 

luxurious natural resort through the lens of Foucauldian Theory of Panopticism, Goffmanôs 

Theory of Total Institutions, Homanôs the Social Exchange Theory. Reflecting the narratives of 

confinement in this show will reveal that Too Hot To Handle is, after all, a show that is heavily 

guarded by surveillance resulting in certain social behaviors and exchanges. The constant 

observation creates an environment where contestants are acutely aware of being watched, 

often leading to performative actions and self-regulation. This setting highlights how 

surveillance impacts human behavior, pushing individuals to conform to certain norms and 

expectations to avoid penalties or judgment. The process of bringing this research to fruition 

will include textual analysis. The study undertaken in this paper aims to establish Too Hot to 
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Handle as a modern narrative of confinement the implications of which can be applied to more 

and more reality shows and the encouragement to analyze them as reflective of the real world.  

Keywords: Too Hot to Handle, Confinement, Reality TV, Visual studies, Panopticism, Total 

institutions, Social exchange theory.   

Bio-note: 

Muskan Garg did her undergraduate in English, Political Science and History. She is currently 

a final year masterôs student pursuing her masterôs in English and Cultural Studies and 

entertains a passion for reading, theory, and discussion. Her research interests include popular 

culture, visual culture studies, and reality TV. She plans to do a PhD in the interested research 

areas and is excited to contribute to academia. 

 

The Modern Carnival of Bengal: A Case Study of óBhasan Processionô 

TIRTHANKAR SOM, Independent Scholar, Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the ritualistic practice of immersion, or ñbhasanò, which is an integral part 

of several Hindu religio-cultural festivals that involve idolatry. On the final day of these 

festivals, idols are carried to the ghats of the Holy Ganga River for immersion, a ritual typically 

preceded by a procession known as the ñbhasan processionò. During this time, participants 

often engage in behaviors that, under normal circumstances, would be deemed antisocial or 

inappropriate by the dominant cultural values of the bhadralok section. However, during the 

bhasan procession, certain social norms, customs, and even laws are temporarily suspended or 

overlooked by society and state machineries. This paper examines the phenomenon of the 

bhasan procession through the theoretical framework of Mikhail Bakhtinôs concept of the 

ñcarnivalesqueò. By drawing a parallel between Bakhtinian carnivalesque laughter and the 

cacophony of the bhasan procession, the paper demonstrates how the monologic and 

authoritative voice of the state and society is challenged and resisted by the democratic and 

polyphonic voices of the bhasan procession. The study focuses on the bhasan processions of 

2023 Durga Puja in Howrah and Kolkata, India, which is West Bengalôs largest Hindu-Bengali 

festival. The method of participant observation is considered to conduct this research. 

Furthermore, the paper critiques the national standardisation of culture, which demotivates 

creation of local variations and suppresses democratic participation, thereby creating a 

hierarchy within the culture itself, where one form of cultural expression is elevated above 

others. Finally, the paper argues that popular resistance, while democratic in nature, is not 

necessarily progressive, highlighting the complexities inherent in these cultural practices. 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
 

Keywords: Carnivalesque, Cultural resistance, Cultural standardisation, Democratic values, 

Hindu rituals. 

Bio-note: 

Tirthankar Som has completed his Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from Maulana Azad 

College under the University of Calcutta and his Masters in Arts in Political Science from 

Presidency University, Kolkata. He has conducted a dissertation research work, during his 

Masters in Arts, on the topic of ñóHindu Melaô and Nationalism in Nineteenth Century Bengalò. 

For further research, he is interested in the areas of ñPolitics of Cultureò and ñPolitical 
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The Deviant and The Uncanny: Psychogeography and the Nuances of 

Identity in Selected Works of Ruskin Bond 

ABHINANDA CHAKRABORTY, Assistant Professor, Chandidas Mahavidyalaya, West 

Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Psychogeography involves the study of the interrelationship between the human psyche and 

the surrounding physical environment. Both as a theory and as a methodological tool, 

psychogeography can be utilized to understand and analyze how space impacts our lives and 

becomes an integral factor in the formation of our sense of self and identity. It also enables us 

to examine the dynamics of power in human spaces, especially in terms of exclusionary 

practices that determine, for instance, the centre-margin dialectics in a specific time-space 

matrix. 

This paper will attempt to focus on the nuances of identity in selected writings of Ruskin 

Bond with reference to this centre-margin dialectics. Writing against the backdrop of the hill 

stations of Shimla and Mussoorie which were the erstwhile enclaves of power and refuge for 

the British Raj in India, Bond portrays certain characters who recurrently challenge notions of 

identity and belonging within the changing dynamics of power and positionality in the 

aftermath of the nationôs independence. Stories like óWhen Darkness Fallsô, óOver the Wallô 

and óAt Greenôs Hotelô showcase male characters who threaten to destabilize the existing status 

quo through their deviance, challenging what human geographer Tim Cresswell terms as the 

ósedentary metaphysicsô of being and belonging in space. In other tales like óWilsonôs Bridgeô, 

óThe Night of the Millenniumô, and óSuzannaôs Seven Husbandsô, Bond depicts female 

characters who, through their gendered deviance, abjection and the agency of the uncanny, 

similarly destabilize the existing power dynamics and reveal the politics of gender and 
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exclusion that underlie these human spaces while foregrounding a multiplicity of voices and 

experiences which make not just spaces but their representations in and through literary works 

so much more nuanced, varied and complex.  

Keywords: Psychogeography, Identity, Power, Deviance, Uncanny. 

Bio-note: 

Abhinanda Chakraborty is a doctoral candidate from the Department of English, Vidyasagar 
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Transposition of Narratives: A Study of Cultural Identity 

DONIYA JOHNSON, Research Scholar, St. Thomas College (Autonomous), India & Dr 

STISHIN K PAUL, Assistant Professor and Research Guide, St Thomas College 

(Autonomous), India 

Abstract: 

Dance has a prominent and inevitable function in the religious and social life of the people. 

The early Christians also used dance in their religious and social life. Portuguese expedition 

through the sea route helped to expand the horizons of the Christian world in Kerala. It paved 

a new path for the development of Latin Catholic community and their culture which is strongly 

influenced by western culture. It is to be noted that Christian themes have also been introduced 

in many Indian dance-forms. In the district of Palakkad the Tamil-speaking Christians have a 

theatre tradition of their own. When narratives move across borders, they often undergo 

significant transformation. This paper examines the cultural interaction and identity formation 

through the transposition of narratives. Adaptations are not merely superficial changes but 

reflect deeper engagements with the cultural, religious and social landscapes of adopting 

communities. This paper explores the religious dance drama Kunukunammal Nadakam which 

is performed by the Christian community in the district of Palakkad, Kerala. It is usually 

performed during the church festivals. It portrays the life of St. Kunkunda of Germany. It is 

believed to be written by Nalloor Anthony Muthu in A.D. 1806.This study illuminates how 

communities reconfigure narratives to resonate with local practices, and cultural context. 

Keywords: Kunukunammal Nadakam, Transposition, Narratives. 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
 

Bio-note: 
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Crossing Boundaries: Transmedia Storytelling and the Cultural Identities 

of Second-Generation Immigrants 

PARUL PURI, Ph.D Scholar (Italian Studies), Department of Germanic and Romance 

Studies, University of Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

In todayôs globalized world, children of immigrants often navigate multiple cultural identities, 

balancing the heritage of their parents with the cultural influences of their upbringing. 

Transmedia storytelling where narratives unfold across platforms like film, social media, 

literature, and video games provides a unique way for these individuals to construct and express 

their complex identities. This paper explores the role of transmedia storytelling in shaping the 

cultural identities of second-generation immigrants in Italy. Unlike passive recipients of 

cultural narratives, these individuals actively engage in the creation and dissemination of their 

stories. The paper argues that transmedia storytelling serves as a powerful tool for negotiating 

identities and challenging dominant cultural narratives, contributing to a more inclusive 

understanding of multicultural society. 

Focusing on Antonio Dikele Stefano, a prominent Italian writer and filmmaker of 

Angolan descent, the paper examines how his work addresses the cultural identities of second-

generation immigrants in Italy. Stefanoôs storytelling, which spans literature, television, and 

digital media, provides a unique perspective on the experiences of young Italians with 

immigrant backgrounds. By analyzing his work across different media, the paper explores how 

transmedia narratives help shape and express hybrid cultural identities in contemporary Italy.  

Keywords: Transmedia storytelling, Second generation, Cultural identities, Diverse platforms, 

Multicultural. 

Bio-note: 

Parul Puri is a PhD scholar in Italian Studies at the University of Delhi, specializing in the 

study of immigrant literature and art in Italy. Apart from her research, she teaches Italian 

language and literature as a Guest Faculty at Daulat Ram College, University of Delhi. 
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Refugee Voice, Form and Politics of Representation: A Critical Reading of 

A Hope More Powerful than the Sea 

THEERTHA THEOPHIN, Research Scholar, Department of English Studies, Central 

University of Tamilnadu, India 

Abstract: 

Literary representation of refuge crisis has been studied vastly in recent times for its nuances 

in representation and the forms it takes, crossing generic boundaries. Sometimes real life 

Refugee stories come out as fictionalized accounts and the work contains elements of a novel 

and an autobiography. Sometimes the works are written with the help of co-authors, ghost 

authors and translators. All this features of refugee narratives calls us to examine the nuances 

in the form. The representational politics and ideologies that are at work while writing the crisis 

also need to be studied as sometimes the authorship is shared by the displaced person and 

someone from the West. It is important to critically analyze whose interests are served in such 

kind of narratives. The primary text selected here titled, A Hope More Powerful Than The Sea 

tells the story of Doaa, a refugee girl who was rescued while trying to cross the sea with the 

hope of reaching Europe. Her story is narrated by Melissa Fleming who is the chief 

spokesperson of UNHCR. First Doaaôs story appeared in Ted talk and later it became a literary 

narrative which invites us to problematize the different forms of representations when it comes 

to refugee narratives and its intertextual nature. This paper aims to explore the above mentioned 

questions when it comes to reading literary narratives on Refugee Crisis. 

Keywords: Refugee, Forced migration, Representation, Form, Generic boundaries. 

Bio-note: 

Theertha Theophin is currently a Junior Research Fellow at the Department of English Studies, 
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Beyond the Surface: Analysing Bias in AI-generated Literary Creation 

ADITI KUILA, Assistant Professor, College of Engineering and Management, Kolaghat, 

India 

Abstract: 

The rise of generative AI has profoundly democratised content creation, transforming the 

literary landscape by providing innovative tools that expand the possibilities of literary 

expression. With generative AI models like GPT-4 becoming increasingly proficient in 

generating literary texts, they introduce new dynamics to the concept of creativity, shifting the 

focus from the traditional creative visions of individual writers to a broader potential where 

anyone can engage in and experiment with various forms of assisted creation. This shift 

ostensibly offers a more inclusive approach to content creation, enabling diverse participation 

in literary endeavours. However, this seemingly democratic advance is not without its 

challenges. Generative AI models are intrinsically linked to the biases present in their training 

datasets, which often reflect societal prejudices. As a result, these biases can manifest in AI-

generated texts, affecting character representation and the portrayal of diverse voices in 

literature. Despite the increasing recognition of these issues, the existing literature on 

algorithmic bias in AI-generated texts remains limited, often concentrating on technical aspects 

rather than exploring its impact on literary content and diversity. This research aims to bridge 

this gap by employing a qualitative content analysis approach to systematically identify and 

evaluate biases in AI-generated literary works. By comparing these AI-generated texts with 

human-authored works, the study seeks to reveal the extent and nature of these biases and their 

implications for literary representation and inclusivity. The findings will enhance the 

understanding of how AI can be used to foster more equitable and representative literary 

outcomes, offering insights into mitigating bias and promoting diversity in AI-assisted literary 

creation. 

Keywords: AI-generated texts, Biases, Democratic, Generative AI, Inclusivity. 

Bio-note: 

Aditi Kuila (Mail id: aditikuila.bhu@gmail.com, Phn no. 7872344204) is an Assistant 

Professor at the College of Engineering and Management, Kolaghat, India. She recently 
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Reclaming Identity: The Role of Cultural Memory in Overcoming Colonial 

Trauma in Natalie Diazôs ñThe First Water is the Bodyò and Langston 

Hughesô ñLet America be America Againò 

SANJEEVANI CHAUDHARY, Independent Researcher, India 

Abstract: 

This research explores how Natalie Diazôs ñThe First Water Is the Bodyò from ñPostcolonial 

Love Poemò and Langston Hughesô ñLet America Be America Againò employ cultural memory 

to reclaim and assert marginalized identities in response to colonial and racist oppression. The 

study examines how cultural memory serves as a mechanism of resistance and healing, 

focusing on Diazôs symbolic use of water and Hughesô critique of the American Dream. By 

analyzing the deep-seated impact of colonial histories on Indigenous communities, the research 

highlights the symbolic importance of water in representing identity and survival. The 

investigation also explores how both poets engage with and subvert dominant cultural 

narratives, challenging historical erasure and exposing systemic racial inequalities. The 

concept of hybridity and the negotiation of identity are central to understanding how both 

works reflect processes of cultural resistance and resilience. Additionally, the analysis 

considers how marginalized identities are reclaimed through cultural memory, with ówaterô 

imagery serving as a powerful metaphor for memory and resistance. This comparative study 

reveals that both Diaz and Hughes transform narratives of trauma into sources of empowerment 

and healing, offering new perspectives on how cultural memory functions as a vehicle for 

reclaiming and reconstructing identities in the aftermath of historical trauma. The findings 

contribute to broader discussions in postcolonial literature and cultural studies, providing 

insights into the role of cultural memory in the ongoing struggle against historical oppression. 

Keywords: Colonial trauma, Comparative analysis, Cultural memory, Identity reclamation, 

Postcolonial literature. 

Bio-note: 

Sanjeevani Chaudhary has completed her graduation and post-graduation from Banaras Hindu 
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The Right to Live, the Right to Die: Navigating Ethical Dilemmas in 

Guzaarish (2010) 

SHUBHANGI, Research Scholar, IIT Roorkee, India & Dr NAGENDRA KUMAR, 

Professor, IIT Roorkee, India 

Abstract: 

The right to choose euthanasia to end oneôs life has been a debated topic for ages. Through this 

paper, the ethical dilemmas portrayed in the film Guzaarish (2010) has been explored. It 

focuses on the discussions on euthanasia, the complexities of end-of-life care, and a personôs 

autonomy over his life and death. The film, directed by Sanjay Leela Bhansali centers around 

Ethan Mascarenhas, a former renowned magician who becomes a quadriplegic after an accident 

during one of his performances. He remains paralysed for 14 years of his life in the care of his 

nurse, Sofia DôSouza but as his physical condition worsens, he decides to end his life. He files 

a petition in court seeking euthanasia, arguing for his right to die with dignity. Sofia faces moral 

complexities while balancing her duty to preserve his life and her compassion for Ethanôs 

suffering. She makes the toughest decision by respecting his autonomy. To substantiate the 

argument, the paper analyses these dilemmas through the lenses of necropolitics and moral 

distress theory. As theorized by Achille Mbembe, Necropolitics is used to examine the power 

dynamics that influence decisions about life and death, emphasizing the societal and 

institutional forces that impact ethical choices in caregiving. The concept of moral distress as 

introduced to by Jameton in the field of nursing is said to occur when one has made a moral 

judgement but is unable to act upon it. This study brings to the forefront the ethical conflicts 

faced by caregivers, the legal system, and society at large when confronted with the question 

of assisted dying. 

Keywords: Euthanasia, Care, Disability, Necropolitics, Ethical dilemma. 
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Shubhangi is a Research Scholar in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at IIT 
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In Quest of óMadhyam Margaô: Human Rights beyond Universalism and 

Relativism 

RATNADEEP MAITRA, Doctoral Candidate, Department of International Relations 

and Governance Studies, Shiv Nadar University, Delhi NCR, India 

Abstract: 

The systematic foisting of Western rights-based injunctions on postcolonial societies in Asia, 

óalienô to and bereft of any socio-cultural specificities, coupled with the financial resilience of 

hitherto colonized South-East Asian economies has engendered a cultural rejoinder, in the form 

of an óAsian Valueô system. While its formal provenance may be traceable to the Bangkok 

Declaration of 1993, it has been increasingly subjected to simplistic attributions as a 

harmonious, tempered, communitarian and consensual organization of the ósocialô. It is in this 

regard, the paper unpacks the moral tenets and cultural idioms constituting the framework of 

óAsian Valuesô, to interrogate the emancipatory potential of its normativity, for the embedded 

self. It contraposes such an óAsianô standpoint on human rights ï as a derivative of culture - 

vis-̈-vis the hegemonic liberal-democratic counterpart, scrutinizing the fissures and fault-lines 

in the process, as well as investigating the scope for any confluence or ómiddle pathô. Finally, 

the paper strives to problematize the presupposed homogeneity located within the ideational 

elements of óAsian Valuesô. 

Keywords: Human Rights, Liberal Paradigm, ñAsian Valuesò, óMadhyam Margaô. 

Bio-note: 

Ratnadeep Maitra is a doctoral candidate at the Department of International Relations and 

Governance Studies at Shiv Nadar University, India. He has done his Graduation from 

Presidency University, Kolkata in the Department of Political science. He did his 

PostGraduation From University of Hyderabad in the Department of Political Science. His 

research interests are Postcolonialism and Race in International Relations, South Asian Studies 
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Cogitating the Mother in Motherhood: Reading Sheila Heti 

Dr VIDHYA VISWANATHAN, Assistant Professor, R Sankar Memorial SNDP Yogam 

Arts and Science College, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Contemporary writers uninhibitedly represent the subjective realities of the human body along 

with its psychological and emotional discharges that were earlier conveniently subdued by 
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writers to remain acceptable in the hegemonic power politics that operate the numerous systems 

in society. The body and mind that have remained stifled within diverse cultural ramifications 

are now being explored to unmask the subjective realities that are beyond the spreadsheet of 

cultural specifications. Apropos of the physical body and mind of women, though perceived 

from multiple dimensions, continue to remain stigmatized by diverse cultural constructs that 

dictate gender roles and emotional scripts to be accepted by women regardless of individual 

orientations. Motherhood which is discerned as the essential role of women is often eschewed 

as an ideologically neutral notion concocted on a variegated set of experiences of a socially 

conditioned woman. Historically this set of strings attached to motherhood is used to regulate 

as well as strengthen the social institution of marriage to restrain women from assuming diverse 

roles in the cultural, political, legal and economic domains. The question that looms large is 

how to ascertain/evaluate such a role as a symbolic interface against the dominant ideologies 

like Feminism, Marxism, Queer and Postcolonial. In this context, it becomes relevant to 

explore the contemporary narratives on motherhood against the backdrop of gender and sexual 

scripts to expose the latent systems of oppression subtly embedded in such constructs. Hence, 

this paper attempts to analyse the representation of the conviction of motherhood as presented 

by Sheila Heti in her narrative Motherhood which stretches beyond the limits set by patriarchal 

ideologies. 

Keywords: Motherhood, Patriarchy, Hegemony, Institutions, Ideologies. 

Bio-note: 

Dr Vidhya Viswanathan is the Assistant Professor of English at R Sankar Memorial SNDP 

Yogam Arts and Science College, Koyilandy, an institution affiliated with the University of 

Calicut, Kerala. She was a rank holder for PG and her doctoral thesis on contemporary 

narratives on Motherhood was awarded in 2023 by the University of Calicut. She has made 

note-worthy contributions to the academic circle with presentations and active participation at 

national and international conferences. She is an invited speaker as well as a resource person 

to different seminars and has chaired sessions at several conferences. Her research articles have 
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years in the institution and her area of interest includes gender studies, theory and travel. 

Text, Context and the Autobiographical Discourse: An Examination of 

Select Political Autobiographies by Black Women 

ZAKRA SAIWA, Ph.D. Research Scholar, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

The relationship between texts and their contexts is one that constantly brings up 

newerdimensions and (inter)disciplinary frameworks of critical engagement. Literature in 
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general and the autobiographical mould in particular is heavily inflected with the contextual 

underpinnings of its narrative. The autobiographical genre by its very nomenclature is most 

conspicuously identified in terms of an account of an individualôs life by the person concerned. 

However, this self-reflexive exercise goes beyond just the personal history of the 

autobiographer and is invariably concerned with the socio-political and circumstantial 

underpinnings of his or her life. In the case of political autobiographies, the power, intention 

and potential impact of delineating oneôs life, perspectives, political convictions and itinerary 

becomes especially socio-politically relevant. In the present paper, I seek to analyse the 

autobiographies of two politically active black women who were at the forefront of the South- 

African anti-apartheid political movement: 

Strikes Have Followed Me All My Life by Emma Mashinini(1989) and No Childôs 

Play: In Prison under Apartheid by Caesarina Kona Makhoere(1988). The present work places 

the selected autobiographies as politically engaged texts meant to participate in the resistance 

politics of their authors; and elucidate the critical role of context and intent on the creation and 

reception of texts. Lying at the intersections of such disempowered and politically fraught 

contexts of existence as Race, Gender and the political Other, the texts would be read in a 

comparative framework, subverting a monolithic understanding of a black female experience 

or political aesthetic as well as foregrounding diversity of ideological positioning, modes of 

resistance and peculiarities of oppression. Ultimately, the paper uses an interdisciplinary 

framework that combines literary critique with sociological analysis to discuss how the selected 

texts present a unique vantage point in illustrating the critical significance of literature and 

power as well as texts and contexts. 

Keywords: Autobiography, Gender, Race, Social Justice. 

Bio-note: 
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University Delhi. Previously she finished her postgraduate studies in English from Aligarh 

Muslim University, Aligarh. Her areas of interest include autobiography studies, womenôs 

writing, film studies and black literature. She has published as well as presented papers from 
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Conservatism meets Neoliberalism: The Politics and Narratives of Gender 

Violence in 21st Century India 

INDRA BHASKAR MISHRA, Student, University of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India & 

DEVESH PANDEY, Student, University of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

Physical, sexual and psychological violence directed against girls and women in India has been 

a grim reality both in the past and present, largely as a consequence of entrenched patriarchal 

structures and gendered ideological narratives. In a country often identified as ñBharat Mataò, 

it is paradoxical that nearly one-third women aged 15-49 have experienced some form of 

violence (NFHS-5 report). With the promotion of economic globalisation by the capitalist West, 

neoliberalism has emerged as a new force that has influenced, and even redefined, violence 

against women in post-liberalisation India. 

This paper seeks to critically analyse how violence against women in 21st-century India 

is abetted, normalised and sustained through a complex and intertwined network of 

conservative ideologies and neoliberal policies. Employing a multi-faceted approach, including 

a literature review and analysis of statistical data from various reports, the research examines 

historical trends, current frameworks and grassroots activism to provide a comprehensive 

analysis of the issue. This paper underlines the necessity of  a multi-dimensional, issue-based 

approach rooted in grassroots activism, progressive accountability and gender sensitisation to 

combat the various forms of violence plaguing women in the country. Understanding these 

dynamics through postcolonial and postmodern feminist theories reveals how neoliberalism 

has been weaponised by national and international players to advance their prejudiced agendas 

and narratives, exacerbating gender-based violence in India. 

 

Keywords: Indian women, Gender violence, Conservatism, Neoliberalism, Subaltern. 

Bio-note: 

Indra Bhaskar Mishra is a recent postgraduate from the Department of Sociology at the 
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backgrounds and contemporary environments, influencing the micro-macro structures of their 

societies. 

Knowledge and Civilization in the Reglobalizing World of the 21st Century 

RIT JOSHI, Research Scholar, Department of English, DIT University, Dehradun, India 

& DR. SHRIYA GOYAL, Associate Professor, DIT University, Dehradun, India 

Abstract: 

Modernity is the outcome of the Renaissance or rediscovery of the Classical past in the popular 

cultural imagination of the Western European Civilization. In the proto-Modern Era, cultural 

pursuits within the cities and courts, universities and trans-cultural European institutions were 

motivated by the Renaissance spirit to explore beyond the boundaries of dogmatic organizing 

principles of the Liberal Arts discourse in the universities. Freer enquiry and curiosity guided 

rational minded scholars and amateur scientific explorers to imagine the historical conditions 

behind the principles and practices of the knowledge discovery and civilizational ethos that 

harnessed the human potential towards excellence in the bygone ages of European antiquity. 

The theological idea of religious determinism of the moral arc of history and the authority of 

man over the natural sciences also helped develop the perspective of the modern idea of 

knowledge and civilization. High Modernity nurtured its normative paradigm of empiricism 

within a theoretical atmosphere of positivism, which traced a technocratic future for the 

discipline of social science research. This relegated the traditional idea of Humanities as a 

speculative field without the idea of deterministic power that the theory behind the social 

sciences harnessed. With the rise of postmodern conditions in the 20th Century, the idea of 

knowledge and the orientation and governance of the disciplines witnessed a paradigm shift. 

In contrast, the authors, coming from an area of interest in the non-Occidental i.e. an 

Oriental background of historical and cultural imagination, want to argue that the state of 

dissension and dialogical impasse in the civilization in general and within the Humanities and 

Social Sciences in particular, is simply an aggregate of the fundamnetally flawed foundational 

presuppositions of the idea of knowledge and power that developed in the modern Western 

world. These ideas about the individual and the destiny of humanity govern the moral and 

principle paradigms behind the big debates and organizational struggles among the disciplines. 

The authors want to propose an Eastern perspective to resolve the struggle of 

disciplinarity and reimagine the model of organizing knowledge production and governance of 

autonomous institutions. 

Keywords: Dialogue, Dialectics, Civilization, Knowledge, Power. 
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The Mirror and the Gaze of Controversy: Complex Relationship of 

Art and Artist with Societal Censorship 
 

BIDOOSHA ROY, Research Scholar, Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma University, West 

Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

Art has always been considered a reflection of society that mirrors societal beliefs, values and 

norms. While artistic expression requires no control over its exhibition, there lies a tension 

between artistsô freedom and societal expectations. This paper seeks to analyze the relationship 

of an artist who creates nude paintings of underage girls, including his sibling and, thus faces 

societyôs grudge, as they believe nude paintings of underage girls are offensive, forbidden and 

pornographic. Through a critical lens, this paper will delve into the cultural norms and power 

struggles by applying the theories of Foucault, Lacan, Kristeva and Sedgwick. It will also 

explore the complex relationship among art, pornography, and society, challenging to rethink 

assumption regarding the male gaze, sexuality and the role of art in society. Societyôs concerns 

about childhood sexuality, innocence, and exploitation will be discovered by examining the 

artistôs intention as well as his method of interaction and depiction. Therefore, this paper will 

attempt a critical analysis to understand what evokes such intense controversial and heated 

debates against the artist by applying literary theories related to gaze, desire, abjection, and 

queer performativity through ñEgon Schiele: Death and the Maidenò (2016), an Austrian 

biographical film directed by Dieter Berner. 

Keywords: Art, Artist, Nude painting, Pornography, Child sexuality. 
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Bio-note: 

Bidoosha Roy is a research scholar, department of English, at Cooch Behar Panchanan Barma 

University. She has qualified UGC NET with JRF (2020). Her recent publication is ï ñThe 

Lens and the Brushstroke: A Cinematic Intervention in the Representation of Body and Nudity 

through the Artist-Model Relationship in the Film Age of Consent (1969)ò in Chalachitra 

Sameeksha. Her area of interest ï Film Studies, Cultural Studies, Popular Culture, 

Psychoanalysis, Corporealities in literature and performances. 

From Reading Detective Fictions to Watching: The Study of Detective 

Anime Series ñPlutoò 

SAYAK MOITRA, Guest Lecturer, Centre for Innovative Studies, India 

Abstract: 

The popularity of detective fiction lies in the conundrums and modus operandi it provides and 

navigates around the plot making it both deliberately subtle and complex. The praxis of the 

emerging genre tries to thrive, deconstruct and re-establish literary pedagogy. It attempts to 

challenge the canon in a voracious way, securing its ubiquitous place in the arena of academics. 

It forms a unique trope constituting both entertainment and education, delving deeper into the 

psychological realm enriching cognitive facticity. Amalgamating with philosophy, and 

especially with that of continental philosophy, the detective fiction can be deduced as a site to 

determine the understanding of vitality of truth. Postmodern time is already known for the 

hindrance it provides in dissolving the border of óbeing realô and órealityô, giving a technical 

terminology as ósimulacraô and ósimulationsô. The epistemic way of detective fiction enables 

deterritorialization and reterritorialization of tangibility of space which act as medium of 

thinking and re-thinking. The present chapter will try to attempt the study of the anime detective 

series- ñPlutoò by Naoki Urasawa. The anime as a cultural artifact of the contemporary century 

serves to liquify the border of reality, symbol and society, affecting cognitive understanding of 

phenomenology. The particular anime series deals with Robots and AI and serves to show how 

in future there will be a co-existence and co-evolving of human beings and robots. The series 

along with solving the mysterious murders also tries to uphold various humanistic values.  

Keywords: Modus Operandi,Trope, AI, Coexistence, Coevolving. 

Bio-note: 
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An Ecocritical Reading of Gabriel Garcia Marquezôs One Hundred Years of 

Solitude 

AMARTYA SEN, Student, Baba Saheb Ambedkar Education University, India & 

SMRITY DEY 

Abstract: 

The aim of the paper is to highlight Marquezôs historical perspective on the ecocritical approach 

as presented in the novel. It seeks to examine how the connections between humans and non-

humans is made possible by the arrival of technology in the town of Macondo. We shall try to 

delve into how the industrial revolutionôs  invasion of the town leads to an ecological 

imbalance. One Hundred Years of Solitude also employs a strong sense of place and time to 

underscore the authorôs ecocritical agenda. Besides Marquezôs application of incisive imagery 

foregrounds his deep understanding of nature. His imageries are part of the Oral culture that he 

belongs to. This draws our attention towards the magic elements that he integrates with his 

ecological underpinning. Here Marquez has employed the technique of magic realism to bring 

a blurring effect between reality and fantasy. Through the use of this technique he has gone far 

to delve into a deep concern that how nature and human beings are interwoven with one 

another. In the scene when Jose Buendia died at the end of the novel , bears the beautiful 

instance showing how nature took part in the mourning of the death of the founder of the town 

showering the yellow flower from the sky. 

One Hundred Years of Solitude shows how the coexistence of human and non-human 

agencies actively influence the developments that occur throughout the narrative and how they 

are beneficial in developing the tale that is set in the town of Macondo. The narrative subtly 

suggests how anthropogenic onslaught and excessive use of machines to satisfy human greed 

could lead to the decimation of human civilisation. In this text, the destruction of Macondo 

foregrounds the idea that even though man-made technology is capable of regulating some 

natural phenomena, it cannot survive without nature. Neither can it be subjugated. Therefore, 

it is imperative for the human beings to ensure that their activites donôt get exploitative. 

 

Keywords: Ecological crisis, Human and non human relationship, Mutual existence, Magic 

Realism, Anthropogenic onslaught. 

Bio-note: 

Amartya Sen has completed his Masters from Banaras Hindu University in September 2023. 
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Smrity Dey has  completed her Masters from Banaras Hindu University in September 

2023. She has qualified UGC NET JRF in june 2023. She has presented a paper entitled: 

ñPresentation of Non - Human Animals in J.M. Coetzeeôs Disgrace and the Lives of Animals:A 

Study through the Post Humanist lens of Donna Harawayò at the platform of AIFEST. 

 

Revisioning Transhuman Practices through Science Fiction: An Analysis Of 

óFlowers For Algernonô 

DR PRITAM PANDA, Assistant Professor, JDSG College, Assam, India 

Abstract: 

Post-humanism and transhumanism constantly scrutinize the future possibilities of the human-

nonhuman dynamics. In recent times, significant efforts have made to enhance the human body 

beyond its natural potential. The word ónaturalô in this case elicits multiple points of 

interrogation: to define ónaturalô in a unilateral way is to defy the pluralities espoused by the 

evaluation theories that are perpetuated by natural science. This lack of clarity allows the 

proponents of transhumanism to patronize the corporatized, uninhibited augmentation 

techniques that are used to amplify human cognitive and physical levels. A social scrutiny over 

these amplification techniques is always carried out by the purists who believe in preserving 

the innate sanctity of the human form. This idealization of the human structure is violated in 

several literary texts with the aim of creating possible scenarios of a post-human world where 

human agency would cease to become the dominant agency with the present anatomical 

structure. There has been a multitude of texts dedicated to the constant push for transhumanist 

methods in the last decade or so. Back in the 20th century, novelist Daniel Keyes came up with 

a radical yet realistic portrayal of the augmentation trope through an imbecile character Charlie 

in the novel Flowers for Algernon. The character goes through a radical increase in his 

intelligence quotient (IQ) through an operation only to see it plummet down to pre-operative 

levels at a later stage. This paper adopts a revisionist approach in looking at Flowers for 

Algernon as one of the early science fiction texts that discuss augmentation techniques and its 

political, social, cultural implications on individual and collective levels. 

Keywords: Natural, Augmentation, Idealization, Imbecile, Sanctity. 
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and Cinemaò. He worked under the supervision of Professor Nishi Pandey. His areas of 

interests include Speculative fiction, Eco-critical studies and Victorian literature.  

The Specimen in Transition: Preservation, Representation, and Meaning 

SASWATI HALDER, Professor, Jadavpur University, Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

The transition from the biological demise of a living creature to its rebirth as a specimen marks 

a profound juncture. Whether human intervention directly influenced the animalôs demise or 

not, a protracted existence beyond death certainly is. Fragmentation typically inaugurates the 

postmortem phase, delineating the separation of flesh, bone, and skinðselect elements 

retained, others forsaken, and often different parts dispersed to disparate destinations. 

Irrespective of lifelike semblance, an array of methodologies is employed to reconstitute and 

safeguard the remnants, ensuring their stability and comprehensibility. Custodians, 

taxidermists, and curators ardently labour on these specimens: not solely resurrecting animals 

to thwart decomposition but also embellishing them, fashioning novel and engaging 

presentations. Beyond mere museum exhibits, these creatures assume a ónew lifeô as archival 

records of historical and cultural significance. The taxidermied animal represents the purified 

and sanctified óennobledô beast, impervious to the ravages of time, ailment, demise, or decay. 

Even skeletal remains, devoid of flesh and its vulnerabilities, are showcased upon their metallic 

óskeletonô or framework of rods, wires, and bolts. These arenôt the scattered remnants of decay 

but the foundational and artistic essence of the animalða revelation of the enigmatic structural 

craftsmanship of its erstwhile living form. The materially reconstructed creature is immune to 

suffering and beyond our capacity to inflict further mental or physical torment upon it. Any 

qualms about the creatureôs well-being- its confinement, detachment from its natural social 

milieu, or coerced human companionship no longer perturb us; the creature is óat peace,ô yet 

ready to serve at our command.   

This paper delves into the intriguing óbiographyô of Chi-Chi, the giant panda ï London 

Zooôs most treasured resident who attained international acclaim. It examines her odyssey from 

life to demise, from flesh to skeletal remains, from nature to culture, drawing attention to the 

historicity of animal remnants and notably highlighting the enduring charm of renowned 

individual creatures. In their premortem existence, these animals were assimilated and 

reconstructed in our image, anthropomorphized to encapsulate human emotions and values. 

Death solidified these roles, turning their posthumous reconstruction into a narrative 

progression. Afterlives emerge as a continuation of their existence through stories told, no 

longer bound by biological vitality. 

Keywords: Postmortem transformation, Taxidermy, Anthropomorphism, Animal remnants. 
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Chronicle of Shell-shocked Sarajevo : Memoir of a Teenager 

SHINY CHAUDHURI, Ph.D Scholar, Raiganj University, West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

From the very beginning of the existence of classical literature, war was one of the majestic 

themes of literary texts. But readersô realisation touches its peak, when they read real 

experiences of war. Therefore, innumerable publications were taken place at the outbreak of  

Europeôs first war, the war in Bosnia (1992-1995). While the Austro-Hungarian power was 

overthrown, Yugoslav kingdom was come into existence. Yugoslavia consisted of six republics 

ï Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Monte Negro, Macedonia and 

autonomous republics Vojvodina and Kosovo. After Titoôs death in 1980, political uncertainty 

began to rise its head. As there were three political parties for three major religion, ethnic 

conflict made its way. Thereafter, when Bosnia and Herzegovina started to talk about 

independence in 1992, Serbia accused Bosnian Muslim politicians that they wanted a 

homogenous country for Muslims. Shortly after Bosnia and Herzegovina declared its 

independence on March 1, 1992; the Bosnian War, one of the most heinous wars of Balkans 

broke out. The war ended with Dayton Agreement signed in Paris in December 1995. Nadija 

Mujagic who was a teenager at the time of the Bosnian war, was a Bosnian Muslim living in 

Sarajevo. She has survived the war and jotted down her experience in her memoir ñTen 

Thousand Shells and Counting : A Memoirò. This book has exposed brutal reality of war that 

leaves nothing but memory. Hence, the purpose of the present paper is to discuss fragmented 

life of war and memory and trauma it causes, with reference to Nadija Mujagicôs memoir. 

Keywords: War, Conflict, Trauma, Memory, Nostalgia. 
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Bio-note: 

Shiny Chaudhuri is a Ph.D. scholar in the Department of English, Raiganj University, W.B, 

India. Her interests lies in war-narratives, memory and trauma studies in literature. She is a 

regular reader of literary oeuvres and a creative writer. Her thoughts have found place in several 

international seminars, seminar proceeding, magazines and poetry anthologies with ISBN-
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Globalization and Its Impact on the Folk Literature of the Mising Tribe of 

Assam 

DARIKA PEGU, Research Scholar, Srimanta Sankardeva Viswavidyalaya, India 

Abstract: 

Globalization is a gamut of variables interlocking and trends so much so that once the term 

óGlobalizationô is mentioned it evokes a lot of passion and emotion. It conveys a widespread 

sense of transformation. The North-Eastern Region of India is home to hundreds of ethnic 

groups and is distinguished by a diverse traditional heritage of tribal (folk) arts and culture of 

which Mising is one of its prominent tribes. Folk literature also called folklore or oral tradition 

is that the lore of cultures having no written communication. It is transmitted by word of mouth 

and consists of both prose and verse narratives, poems and songs, myths, drama, rituals, 

proverbs, riddles etc. Just like other tribes of the Northeast Mising tribe is rich in folk literature 

which depicts their traditions, culture, origin, their sentiments and feelings, social norms and 

values, historical events associated with their migration from the hills as well as s socio-

political events experienced in their life which are perceptibly characterized through the folk 

tales of the Mising. Globalization is seen to have great sway on the Mising folk literature which 

has both positive and negative impacts. The present study examines the future of Mising folk 

literature and impact of globalization of Mising folk Literature. There are many research done 

on folk literature but research on the future and impacts on Mising folk literature is very scanty. 

The paper would fill the gap and try to study its future and impact of globalization. This is 

basically an analytical study and based on both primary and secondary information. 

Keywords: Mising tribe, Globalization, Folk literature, Mising literature, Folklore. 

Bio-note: 
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Equating Numbers and Memories: A Study of Intellectual and Emotional 

Harmonization in YokǾ Ogawaôs The Housekeeper and The Professor 

ARCHANA AKHAM, Ph.D Scholar, National Institute of Technology Agartala, India & 

DR GYANABATI KHURAIJAM, Associate Professor and Head, Department of 

Management, Humanities and Social Sciences, National Institute of Technology, 

Agartala, India 

Abstract: 

This paper aims to explore the unusual yet intricate relationship of Memory, Numbers and 

Emotional attachment in Yoko Ogawaôs The Housekeeper and The Professor. The novel 

revolves around the story of an amnesiac professor of Mathematics and his unexpected bonding 

with his Housekeeper and her son. The professor suffered a severe brain injury, limiting his 

memory to eighty minutes, which raises the issue of mental health and trauma, and also the 

challenges of ageing and loneliness. The intrusion of the widowed Housekeeper and her son in 

the life of the professor sets the backdrop of the narrative which is also the sole key that unleash 

the emotional gate of the forgetful Mathematician. Thus, the Housekeeper and her son, Root 

ignite the Emotional Quotient in the Professorôs monotonous and intellectual life filled with 

numbers, signs and formulas, by being his caregivers as well as his companions. Throughout 

this story, loss of memory serves the symbolic representation of manôs cognitive declination 

with ageing, pertaining to gerontological issues and loss of identity which disrupt the normal 

healthy lifestyle. The dimension of ethical caregiving can be analysed through the character of 

the Housekeeper and her nurturing attitude towards the mentally impaired professor. The study 

will be grounded on the interdisciplinary theoretical frameworks of Jacques Lacan, Carol 

Gilligan, Nel Nodding, Cathy Caruth and Judith Lewis Herman. 

Keywords: Memory, Mental Health, Ageing, Emotion, Caregiver. 
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Archana Akham is a Ph.D scholar at the National Institute of Technology Agartala, where she 
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Environmental Humanities. She is dedicated to work on these areas and wants to explore the 

intricate relationship of culture, memory health and environment in shaping the society and 

exploring identity.  
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Embodied Geographies of Trauma: A Study of Memory, Space, and 

Identity in Anosh Iraniôs The Parcel 

GARGI THILAK, PhD Scholar, English and Foreign Languages University, 

Hyderabad, India 

Abstract: 

This paper grounds its discussion in the perspective of Thomas Fuchsôs phenomenological 

philosophy of embodied memory, particularly his assertion that both past experiences and 

present perceptions are intertwined and manifest within the individualôs lived body. Fuchs 

argues that autobiographical memory, while representing past events, is not merely a cognitive 

process but a deeply embodied one. Therefore, the act of remembering is not simply recalling 

a distant event, but a re-actualization of the past in the present moment. Through this process, 

the past transcends its temporal location and becomes a visceral component of the individualôs 

present experience. 

Within this theoretical framework, this paper examines the intricate relationship 

between body memory, spatiality, and identity formation in Anosh Iraniôs novel, ñThe Parcelò. 

The paper intends to bring up a debate between Fuchôs idea of embodied memory with the 

protagonistôs idea of body and memory.Firstly, by drawing upon Fuchsôs phenomenological 

framework, which posits the embodied nature of memory and its ability to bridge past and 

present, the study analyzes how protagonist Madhuôs body becomes a living archive, a site 

where memories and spatial experiences converge. Secondly, the paper explores the 

impossibility of disentangling her physical body from her psyche despite her desire to separate 

the two. Thirdly, the article looks at how Irani as a disinterested author literally constructs 

Madhuôs physical body against how Madhu as the protagonist perceives it. In crux, ñThe 

Parcelò offers a nuanced understanding of identity as inextricably linked to the spatial memory 

and recollections that shape the individualôs lived bodily experience. 

 

Keywords: Body memory, Spatial memory, Gendered spatiality, Trauma, Identity. 

Bio-note: 

Gargi Thilak has recently submitted PhD thesis at the Department of English Literature at the 
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From Maharaja Bir Bikram Kisor Manikya Bahadur to Maharaja Kirit 

Bikram Kisor Manikya Bahadur: A Study of the Tripura Merger 

Agreement 

DR USHASHEE NANDY, Assistant Professor of History, Tripura Government Law 

College, Tripura, India 

Abstract: 

The Tripura Merger Agreement of 1949 gave a new direction to Tripura. There were various 

factors that led Maharani Kanchanprabha Devi to sign and transfer it to Ranjit Kumar Roy, 

ICS, who took charge of the state. Chakla Roshnabad under the influence of the Muslim League 

had shown signs of opposition to the monarchy. They had already imposed martial law from 

November to July, 1949. Thus it become crucial for them to take such a drastic step. Studying 

the history of the region from Maharaja Bir Bikram Kisor Manikya Bahadur who ruled from 

1923 onwards when in the mainland British India nationalist sentiments were rising, Tripura 

had been undergoing socio-economic and political changes. When Maharaja Kirit Bikram 

Kisor Manikya Bahadur came to power he was only fourteen and his mother Maharani 

Kanchanprabha Mahadevi and her council took over. The political situation between 1947 and 

1949 has to be critically studied to understand the Tripura Merger Agreement. 

Keywords: Tripura, Merger Agreement, Monarchy, Women. 

Bio-note: 

Graduated in History from Loreto College, University of Calcutta and  completed her Masters 

from University of Hyderabad, Ushashee Nandy went on to do her M.phil from Visva-Bharati, 

Santiniketan and received her Doctorate from Visva-Bharati on Partition, Economy and 
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Empowering Individuals through Volunteering Work: A Pathway to Social 

Change 

PODAPATI PREM CHAITANYA, Student, Sri Vasavi Engineering College, 

Tadepalligudem, India 

Abstract: 

Volunteerism is defined as óhelping others without looking for financial gain in exchange, in 

an activity which is planned to continue for a long time and which is done through 

organizationô. Volunteerism is an selfless act that is performed to make others feel hopeful. 

This paper sought to analyze the effects of volunteerism, enhancing social well-being with 
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special reference to the occurrences in the society from a social worksô viewpoint. Social 

relationship building, human capacities development and management of life with society  are 

discussed. This paper focuses on empowering life situations through volunteer work. 

Volunteering is a cultural heritage we possess in us and in this paper analyzes how youngsters 

are empowered through volunteering. This paper also focuses on youth volunteerism in 

different categories. My inspiration for volunteerism came from many other organizations and 

social cause activities that I have been part led me here. 

Keywords: Volunteering, Culture of volunteering, Social work, Quality of social life, Youth. 

Bio-note: 

Podapati Prem Chaitanya is a final year AIML department student at Sri Vasavi Engineering 

College, Tadepalligudem. He loves working as a volunteer and his optimistic view of social 

service brought him here to pen this paper and contributed to various community initiatives, 

such as the Beat Covid Campaign, and have received numerous certifications his involvement 

as a campus ambassador and in the Indian Student Parliament further highlights his leadership 

and commitment to technical education and social causes. 

Sarah Josephôs Budhini in Pursuit of Eco-Justice 

NIMA A.M., Research Scholar, University of Calicut, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Sarah Josephôs novel Budhini is a powerful exploration of the intersections between 

environmental justice, indigenous rights, and the broader socio-political landscape of India. 

The narrative centres on Budhini, the title character, a young woman from a Jharkhand tribal 

tribe whose life is permanently changed by the building of a dam that threatens to sink her 

ancestral lands. The ecofeminist viewpoint of the book emphasises how Budhini and her mostly 

female tribe suffer disproportionately from the environmental destruction caused by the dam 

project. Female characters like Ponmani, Kunjootan, Shailaja, and Karthiyani are depicted as 

having an intimate, mutually beneficial relationship with the land, with their cultural identities 

and means of subsistence being intrinsically related to the natural world. On the other hand, 

male characters such as Dinakaran, Kumaran, Markose, and Ambu are portrayed as the main 

forces behind the ñdevelopmentalò projects that infringe on the islandôs resources, turning the 

farmlands into ñconcrete junglesò. This paradox represents the larger socio-economic and 

political forces at work, in which the powerful pursue a capitalist growth model that puts profit 

ahead of ecological sustainability, while marginalized communities are frequently the front-

line protectors of the environment. 

Eco-justice typically concerns environmental sustainability, equitable distribution of 

environmental resources, and the rights of marginalised communities affected by 
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environmental degradation. Budhini delves into these themes, potentially examining how 

individuals and communities grapple with environmental challenges and seek justice in the 

face of ecological crises. 

 

Keywords: Eco-Justice, Bioregionalism, Anthropocene, Social inequality, Eco-Feminism. 

Bio-note: 

Nima A.M. is a Research Scholar at St. Aloysius College, under the University of Calicut. My 
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Connecting with The Past: Cultural Memory and Folk Traditions in 

Lahaul 

MEGHA THAKUR, Ph.D scholar, Indian Institute Of Technology, Mandi, India 

Abstract: 

The paper is an attempt to register culture through memory. I shall observe collective memory 

as the basis of the cultural construct of Lahauli society in the Western Himalayas. The cultural 

memory of Lahaul is manifested in its varied folk traditions, performances, rituals, and, 

customs. The association of memory with the history will be explored through the customary 

acts in Lahaul to convey how they shape the worldview of the people. The main focus of the 

paper will be to study the important historical monuments like the Triloknath temple in the 

Udaipur village and the folklore and ritual that stands as a metaphor for cultural construct of 

the temple. This study becomes imperative for a deep understanding of the history and cultural 

geography of the place as embodied by the folk and enacted through practices. The people 

belong to the five distinct valleys namely: Pattan, Gahr, Tinan, Tod and, Miyar. Each 

communicate in their own dialects. My purpose will be to map out the history of Lahaul through 

the use of an amalgamated language in the folksongs. Lahaul had a rich tradition of oral 

storytelling. The folk songs are known as ñghureò which prove to be a testimony of the past 

and are essential in exhibiting the diverse history. There are various folk motifs and symbols 

that are found in these narratives which inform us about the people and their relation to the 

past. Since folklore is a medium of preserving and spreading the collective memory of a group 
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of individuals which shared customs and beliefs, the connection between folklore and cultural 

memory becomes essential. 

Keywords: Folklore, Cultural Memory, Performance, Symbolism, Cultural Anthropology. 

Bio-note: 

Megha Thakur is a Junior Research Fellow at the Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi. Her 

research interest lies in the field of cultural studies and folklore, primarily in Lahaul. She is 

focused on exploring the folk narratives, cultural practices, customs, and other expressive 

traditions of the region. She aims to look into the cultural meanings that are you embedded in 

the rich landscape and the way in which these meanings shape the consciousness, identity and 

worldview of the people that inhabit the place. The purpose is to study the interplay between 

landscape and folk practices. Her broader interest lies in cultural anthropology, along with 

folklore and performance studies. 

Yengdeôs Dalit Love: Revisiting Ambedkarôs India and the Pre-requisites of 

Communism 

SNIGDHA BARDHAN, Student, Visva-Bharati, Birbhum, India 

Abstract: 

The spirit of isolation, separation, degradation, and domination of the caste system gets its 

water as the upper-class peopleôs cultural and social capital is accepted as merit. Education can 

be the only source that we have in our hands to change this viewpoint. Yengde rightly points 

out that apolitical love is the mere demonstration that makes no change; so we have to grow 

and love with a politically charged vision to resist inequality. Yengdeôs Dalit Love shows the 

path to prepare a proper antidote to the ómalady of casteô. The critical consciousness is 

necessary to understand the other and to understand oneôs position to another. The present 

concern of this study articulates and investigates the problems of óeducational utopianismô 

which is built by alienating the societal relations and the life-world of the dominated groups 

and trying to liberate persons by subscribing to individual spiritual uplift.  

The feeling of being alienated by the other (upper) castes deeply makes the individual 

numb and she always stays within the existential crisis. However, this very person many a time 

embraces another person with love, kindness, and hospitality if she ever feels any kind of 

friendly approach from the person. This Dalit love is blended with the possibilities to change 

the worldôs approach to her and the deep pain that she tolerates through her ancestral memory 

and in her life. She is in the position to give love to everybody and her heart beats to be loved 

also.  

Groupism with casteism is not only a threat to the ólower class peopleô, in a capitalist 

patriarchal society it is the main thread to promote a binary social system, i.e. hetero-normative, 
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anti-queer, and trans-phobic chambers. The internal death of the óinferior Otherô must be 

considered to be a burning issue in present society. 

 

Keywords: Dalit Love, Ambedkar, Caste problem, Education, Communism. 

Bio-note: 

Snigdha Bardhan has completed Graduation with Honours in Philosophy in 2019 from Visva-

Bharati. She pursued an M.A. in Philosophy from Visva-Bharati with a specialization in Social 

and Political Philosophy and Philosophy of Mind. 

 

Roots and Routes: Negotiating Modernity in Easterine Kireôs Bitter 

Wormwood and Mamang Daiôs The Black Hill 

NAMEIRAKPAM ELIZA DEVI, Research Scholar, National Institute of Technology, 

Manipur, India & Dr SANGEETA LAISHRAM, Associate Professor, National Institute 

of Technology, Manipur, India 

Abstract: 

Globalization has impacted Northeast India, a region known for its cultural diversity, unique 

geographical location, and socio-political complexities like similarly situated areas. The 

imposition of colonial culture, education, and language resulted in cultural displacement among 

the natives. The plight of natives attempts to merge the upholding cultural tradition and the 

inevitable modernization. Despite modernity, many communities in this region are actively 

attempting to reclaim their traditional languages, maintain practices, and transmit their 

identities. Easterine Kire and Mamang Dai, two eloquent writers from Northeast India, are 

influential in bringing attention to the narratives of revisiting events of degradation of the native 

society caused by factional killings and political unrest. They also reflect the resilience of the 

native people and their continuing struggle to preserve their identity regardless of external 

pressure and internal conflicts vividly shown in the narratives of Bitter Wormwood and The 

Black Hill respectively. In the paper, Kire and Dai probe the local culture and tradition within 

the context of the regionôs decolonial realities and the challenges faced in a rapidly growing 

world through the lens of Subaltern Studies and an Intersectional approach. This study also 

stresses a distinctive outlook on the erosion of local cultures due to colonial and neo-colonial 

by displaying how the nature of these forces shapes and reevaluates the tribal experience. 

Keywords: Subaltern, Cultural Resilience, Globalization, Intersectionality, Conflict. 

 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
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Nameirakpam Eliza Devi is a Ph.D scholar at the National Institute of Technology, Manipur, 

where she is a part of the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences. Her domain subject 

is English. Her research interests include Subaltern studies, Memory studies, and Women 

studies. She is dedicated to working on these areas and wants to explore the voices of marginal, 

and memories as guiding tools to explore identity and social relations. 

Dr. Sangeeta Laishram is an Associate Professor of the Department of Humanities and 

Social Science at the National Institute of Technology, Manipur. 

Marichjhapi Massacre and the Patterns of Exclusion: A Literary and 

Historical Analysis Through the Lens of Political Theory 

DR ANAMIKA SUKUL, Assistant Professor, St. Maryôs College, Hyderabad, India 

Abstract: 

This paper aims to bring forth a theoretical study on the area of forced displacement and 

geographies of refugee journeys in India. The discussion is centred around the incident of the 

Marichjhapi massacre of 1979, and it takes an interdisciplinary approach to analyse the crisis 

by integrating historical, literary, and political perspectives.  

Marichjhapi massacre tells the story of the forcible expulsion in 1979 of Bengali 

refugees on Marichjhapi Island in Sundarbans, and the violence that allegedly followed 

resulting in the loss of several lives. Tracing the historical context of the exclusion of the 

Bengali Hindu refugees and the shifting perceptions of the State, it details the systemic 

persecution of the population that eventually led to the massacre. The study is undertaken 

considering Michel Foucaultôs theories on biopolitics and the management of populations. It 

also looks into some of the political theories and concepts put forward by the Italian 

philosophers Giorgio Agamben and Roberto Esposito, particularly focusing on their reworking 

of Foucaultôs research on biopolitics, to offer a deeper understanding of the complexities of 

state power and the plight of migrant lives.   

This paper applies the framework of biopolitics to interpret some of the literary 

representations of the incident, namely Deep Halderôs Blood Island: An Oral History of the 

Marichjhapi Massacre, and Amitav Ghoshôs The Hungry Tide. Combining political theories 

with textual and historical narratives helps us underline the human cost of such violence, as 

well as substantiate the politics of exclusion from a broader scale. The perspectives developed 

out of this study take us deep into the heart of some of the pressing concerns of todayôs world, 

particularly with relation to forced ethnic migrations and refugee resettlements. 

 

Keywords: Exception, Biopolitics, Ethnic, Refugee, Bare life, Thanatopolitics. 
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Decolonizing Ecological Ethics in Amitav Ghoshôs Smoke and Ashes 

PRATISHTHA MISHRA, Post-Graduate Student, Sharda University, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the intersection of ecological ethics with decolonization through a critical 

lens in Ghoshôs Smoke and Ashes. The work engages with the ecological implications of 

colonialism which shaped both landscape and indigenous communities across the Global 

South, particularly India. Ghoshôs narrative foregrounds the ecological destructions and 

degradation resulting from colonial intervention, which prioritized the capitalist exploitation 

of natural resources by ignoring indigenous environmental knowledge. Through a postcolonial 

lens, this paper examines how Ghosh critiques the Eurocentric ethical framework underpinning 

colonial expansion and continuing to influence global environmental policies. The paper argues 

that Smoke and Ashes provides valuable insight into the process of decolonizing the ecological 

imperative by raising awareness of the need to rethink human-nature interaction in light of the 

colonial past. The anthropocentric vision that places man apart from and above nature is thus 

problematized in Smoke and Ashes through Ghoshôs portrayal of colonialism. The paper also 

evaluates how Ghosh links historical colonial activities like deforestation, monoculture 

plantations, and extraction of natural resources to present-day environmental degradation and 

how these practices define the ecological problems we face today, particularly in postcolonial 

nations. The paper further explores how Ghosh advocates a decolonized ecological ethic that 

restores indigenous epistemologies and ontologies. This includes respecting ecosystems as 

interconnected with human life and recognizing the cultural and ecological wisdom embedded 

in non-Western worldviews. The study posits that decolonizing ecological ethics requires both 

a historical analysis of colonialismôs ecological violence and the integration of sustainable 

practices based on Indigenous knowledge systems. Smoke and Ashes can be considered as a 

theoretical work that can help to reconsider the concept of ecological ethics. Ghosh stresses the 

need to decolonize ecology and rethink the colonial legacy of environmentalism by promoting 
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environmental justice at the global scale and by acknowledging both historical and 

contemporary ecological entanglements. 

Keywords: Ecological Ethics, Postcolonial, Decolonizing, Indigenous knowledge, 

Environmental Justice. 

Bio-note: 

Pratishtha Mishra is a dedicated scholar currently pursuing her Masterôs degree in English 

Literature from Sharda University, following her Bachelorôs degree in English (Hons) from the 

same institution. Her research focuses on the interaction of literature, ecology and postcolonial 

studies. Pratishtha Mishra has published a chapter ñSamhita Arniôs Sitaôs Ramayana: Unveiling 

Ecofeminist Narrativesò in ñFrom Quills to Keyboards: Critical Essays on English Literatureò 

and continues to explore how literature can illustrate the complexities of human-environment 

relationships. 

Geleyara Gumpu and Navodaya: Exploring the Cultural and Socio-

Political Causes of the Emergence of a Literary Culture 

NIVEDITHA B, Research Scholar, Department of Studies and Research in English 

Tumkur University, Karnataka, India 

Abstract: 

English Studies, as an academic field, has evolved over time with its own historical trajectory. 

Writing literary histories has been recognised as a recent development and an emerging trend 

in the domain. Unlike traditional literary history, which focused on arranging events in 

chronological order, contemporary literary history places a premium on fostering Bhasha 

studies and research, championing the exploration of the emergence of vernacular literature 

and culture. Just as historians of science and social science have forged their paths, literary 

historians now stand at the forefront of uncovering the panorama of human creativity and 

expression throughout history. The main assumption of this paper is the distinction we make 

between studying literary texts and studying literary culture, which includes the contexts of 

their production, reception, and their larger engagement with national culture. It is more a 

contribution to the understanding of literature in general and its system than to a particular 

literature.  

While the idea is to study a Global Southôs literary culture, Navodaya, the focus will be 

on the cultural and socio-political causes that led to its emergence. The emergence of Navodaya 

will be viewed with the vantage point of Geleyara Gumpu, an informal friendsô circle and 

learned society of the colonial period. However, it should be noted that the study borrows the 

knowledge from various other disciplines like History, Political Science, Philosophy, Kannada 

Studies, Cultural Studies, Anthropology and so on. Therefore, this paper explores a literary 
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culture in history, in relation to an informal literary coterie existed during the same period, and 

thus serves to attempt in preserving a ócultural memoryô. 

 

Keywords: Navodaya,  Geleyara Gumpu , Bhasha Studies, Literary Culture , Cultural Memory. 

Bio-note: 

Niveditha B is a Research Scholar at Tumkur University, Tumkur, Karnataka. Her research area 

is emergence of literary culture and she is exploring the literary culture of Dharwad, a cultural 

hub of Karnataka. She has completed my Masterôs degree in English from Tumkur University 

and cleared NET in June 2020. She has worked as an Assistant Professor in a private First 

Grade College for three years and is associated with Ajim Premji University, Bangalore as an 

external bilingual translator, translating from English to Kannada and Vice-versa. She has done 

her M.Sc. in Botany too. 

Food Hermeneutics and South Asian Identity: A Critical Study of 

Madhushree Ghoshôs Khabaar: An Immigrant Journey of Food, Memory, 

and Identity  

MANJARI UPADHYAYA, PhD Scholar, Gauhati University, India 

Abstract: 

This essay aims to explore ways to look beyond food as a nutritional entity and examine the 

intersection of identity, culture, and history conveyed through food. By analyzing recipes and 

culinary memoirs as a genre, one can gain insight into the complex histories and cultures of a 

nation. In the memoir Khabaar: An Immigrant Journey of Food, Memory, and Identity, 

Madhushree Ghosh presents crucial culinary images of immigrants that convey how the 

characters interact within the culinary realm and their interactions speak of identity and culture. 

Using food as a central tool, she tries to showcase the diasporic personôs longing for home, and 

simultaneously, a migrantôs way of creating a space for themselves by recreating the cuisine of 

their homeland. By exploring their experiences, this paper aims to examine the significance of 

memoirs in food writing and how a personôs identity is constructed in relation to memory, 

culture, and cuisine. It examines Ghoshôs use of food images and symbolism, which not only 

provide a glimpse into the culture of India but also indulge in the politicization of food. By 

analyzing her text, this paper will look into collective memory as a tool to speak of South Asian 

cuisine and explore ways that talk of larger aspects of identity built through food. By studying 

intersections of food, culture and diaspora, we can assess the alienation faced by a migrant, and 

how food helps to bridge the differences and establish their hybrid identity in a foreign land. 

Keywords: Food Studies, Culture, Diaspora, Identity, Hybridity. 
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Bio-note: 

Manjari Upadhyaya is a PhD Scholar in the Department of English, Gauhati University. She 

specializes in Food Studies, exploring the intersection of literature and food in literary works. 

She has completed her M.A from the Department of English and Foreign Languages, Tezpur 

University; and completed her graduation from Tezpur College. Her area of interest includes 

Food Studies, Gender Studies,South Asian Diasporic Literature and Culture, and Post Colonial 

Literature. 

Intersections of Gender, Race, and Social Justice in Contemporary Global 

Discourse 

ANAM JABEEN, Research Scholar & Guest Faculty, Magadh University, Bihar, India 

Abstract: 

The interconnected themes of gender, race, and social justice form the core of contemporary 

global discourse. As societies confront the legacies of discrimination, inequality, and exclusion, 

these issues shape historical, social, and political landscapes, influencing collective 

consciousness and individual lives. Gender and race are socially constructed categories often 

wielded as tools of power and control. Social justice, in contrast, reflects the moral imperative 

to dismantle these oppressive systems. By adopting a holistic approach, one can examine the 

complex nuances that define the pursuit of equality and fairness. At the heart of social justice 

lies the struggle for liberationðthe dismantling of systems that marginalize certain groups 

while privileging others. This liberation manifests in many forms throughout history, from the 

abolition of slavery to civil rights movements and feminist and LGBTQ+ rights movements. 

Each of these movements has consistently sought to challenge and dismantle the structures of 

power and oppression. In contemporary times, movements like Black Lives Matter and 

#MeToo have brought issues of race and gender into sharp focus, advocating for justice for 

marginalized groups. This paper will scrutinize the relationship among race, gender and social 

justice and also how these movements underscore the need for addressing systemic racism and 

sexism while pushing for broader cultural shifts that embrace diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

The fight for gender justice has been long and multi-dimensional, with feminism at the 

forefront. Over various waves and forms, feminism has worked to dismantle patriarchy and 

challenge the cultural and structural forces that perpetuate gender inequality. 

Keywords: Inequality, Social Justice, Feminism, Reproductive rights, Power and control. 

Bio-note: 

Anam Jabeen is a multifaceted research scholar, artist, and author known for her impactful 
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and a shorts story, all infused with a deep sensitivity toward social justice. Anamôs writing 

reflects her commitment to addressing gender and racial discrimination, offering a profound 

critique of societal inequalities. 

 

Exploring Disability Theory in óAndroid Kunjappan Version 5.25ô: Aging, 

Dependency, and the Humanization of Technology 

PRASANTHI. P, Assistant Professor, Department of English, KMM College of Arts and 

Science, Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Android Kunjappan Version 5.25 (2019)ò is a captivating Malayalam-language film that delves 

into the nuances of disability theory. The narrative deftly navigates themes of aging, 

dependency, and the relationship between humanity and technology. An intriguing aspect of 

the movie is its portrayal of disability and aging, partrough the character of Bhaskaran, who 

grapples with the challenges of frailty and age-related disabilities. The introduction of the 

humanoid robot, Kunjappan, as a caregiver prompts reflection on societyôs inclination towards 

substituting human assistance with technological solutions. This substitution raises important 

questions about societal perceptions and treatment of the elderly and disabled, shedding light 

on the evolving dynamics of care and support in an increasingly technology-driven world. By 

closely examining the filmôs exploration of these themes, we can gain valuable insights into 

the intersection of disability theory and cinematic storytelling. 

Formal analysis of the film Android Kunjappan Version 5.25 reveals a complex and 

nuanced exploration of disability theory. The film delicately navigates the intricate web of 

intersections between technology, caregiving, and societal attitudes towards aging and 

disability. By presenting a narrative that challenges conventional notions of disability, 

dependency, and the impact of technology on human experience, the film prompts viewers to 

critically assess their own preconceptions and biases. 

Through its portrayal of the relationship between an elderly man and his robot 

caregiver, Android Kunjappan Version 5.25 delves into themes of independence, autonomy, 

and the evolving role of technology in shaping our understanding of disability. By centering 

the experiences of characters often marginalized in mainstream discourse, the film offers a 

poignant and powerful commentary on the ways in which society constructs and perpetuates 

notions of difference and ability. 

In the broader context of disability studies, Android Kunjappan Version 5.25 emerges 

as a significant and thought-provoking contribution, sparking important conversations around 

inclusivity, empathy, and the ongoing fight for disability rights and representation in media and 

society. 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies in Humanities in 

collaboration with Department of History, Humanities and Society, University of Rome 

Tor Vergata, Italy & Department of English, Central University of Karnataka, India 

Presents 5th International e-Conference  

On 

Bridging Realms: Exploring Intersections in Humanities and 

Social Sciences 

Date: 04.10.2024 - 05.10.2024                                     Time: 11.00 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME  
 

Keywords: Disabity and aging, Human-Robot Relationship, AI, Robotics. 

Bio-note: 

Prasanthi. P is a dedicated educator at the KMM College of Arts and Science in Thrikkakara, 
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Evolving Representations of Women with Disability in Indian Cinema: 

From Marginalization to Empowerment 

SURASREE DEB BARMAN, Research Scholar, Raiganj University  and State Aided 

College Teacher, (Birsa Munda College, NBU), West Bengal, India 

Abstract: 

The representation of women with disabilities in Hindi cinema has gained significant 

momentum towards becoming a subject of interest for an increasing number of academics 

reflecting the broader views of society and cultural narratives. Based on that, this paper 

examines the depiction of disabled women as featured in Hindi films and, therefore, traces the 

evolution of depictions from early cinema to contemporary productions. It contends that, 

although there has indeed been a gradual shift toward more nuanced portrayals, the industry at 

times relies on stereotypical and one-dimensional representations that reinforce societal 

prejudices. These representations often intersect with issues of gender, class, and sexuality in 

influencing public perception about disability. 

It draws together a range of films featuring disabled female characters, explores how 

such characters are framed within the narrative structure, and analyzes the use of disability as 

a plot device to evoke sympathy, tragedy, or heroism. Such on-screen representations are 

contributing to the marginalization of disabled women both on and off the screen. The paper 

also reflects on the role of popular cinema in challenging or perpetuating existing stereotypes 

and raises questions about the extent to which Hindi cinema represents a site for authentic 

representation. 

This paper advocates for Hindi cinema to move beyond the reductive stereotypes of 

women with disabilities toward a more complex and empowering narrative. Such a shift is 

imperative not only for better representation but also for fostering a more inclusive society that 

recognizes women with disabilities in all their diversities. 

 

Keywords: Hindi cinema, Disability, Women representation, Stereotypes, Cultural narratives, 

Gender, Inclusion. 
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The Rendezvous of Literature and Artificial Intelligence: A Fortune or 

Fiasco? 

FATHIMA SHIFA P, Junior Research Fellow, Amal College of Advanced Studies, 

Nilambur, India & DR. SHAMEEMA T, Assistant Professor, Research Supervisor, Amal 

College of Advanced Studies, Nilambur, India. 

Abstract: 

Literature advancing in an epoch of Artificial Intelligence, blur the boundaries between the 

human and machine potency. The authenticity of authorship and human creativity are posed 

with multiple challenges. On one hand, the horizon of literature expands and generate novel 

opportunities with AI while on the other, human creativity is subjected to precarity. The study 

primarily intends to navigate through multiple dimensions of literature merging with Artificial 

Intelligence in the  backdrop of post humanism and, analyses whether it is a futuristic fortune 

or fiasco. It also aims to profoundly examine and distinguish between the AI-generated and AI-

assisted narratives emerging today through analogies of AI generated poetry and novels. The 

pursuit of publication and plagiarism also emerges as an issue to be discussed in the paper, as 

AI content in disguise finds space in e-commerce platforms like Amazon and gets published in 

the name of human authors. The authorial status of human and AI narrations and the 

engagement of readers with such hybrid narratives undertakes a distinct literary turn in the 

contemporary era. This interdisciplinary nexus of human-AI coalition invites scrutiny in the 

aspects of narratology, construction of novel plotlines, nuanced interpretation of texts and 

becomes an inevitable part of the ongoing dialogue about the intersection of multiple 

disciplines.  

Keywords: AI Generated Narratives, Authenticity, Post-Humanism, Narratology, 

Interdisciplinary Nexus. 

Bio-note: 

Fathima Shifa P is a Junior Research Fellow pursuing PhD at Amal College of Advanced 
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has secured UGC NET with JRF in July, 2023 and her scholarly interests are situated at the 

intersection of Woke Cultural studies, Digital Humanities and Post Humanism which greatly 

contribute to the ongoing academic discourse. 

Dr. Shameema Thottathil is an Assistant Professor of English Language and Literature, 

Amal College of Advanced Studies, Nilambur, Kerala, India. (Affiliated to the University of 

Calicut). She is currently the Chief Editor of Contemporary Literary Review India, an Indian 

based literary journal(https://literaryjournal.in/index.php/clri/about/editorial Team). She is also 

a writer for the Kipling Studies at The Kipling Society, UK. 

(https://www.kiplingsociety.co.uk/profiles.htm) . She has published articles and book chapters 

in both national and international journals and books. Her fields of research include cultural 

studies, Jewish and Black American studies, South Asian Literature and Minority Studies. 

Unravelling Extinction: New Weird, Detective Noir, and Ecocriticism in 

Jeff VanderMeerôs Hummingbird Salamander 

SWAGATA SINGHA RAY, Ph.D Scholar, Raiganj University, India 

Abstract: 

This research paper delves into the ecocritical dimensions of Jeff VanderMeerôs Hummingbird 

Salamander, exploring how the novel employs a unique blend of New Weird fiction and 

detective noir to address the pressing environmental crises of the Anthropocene. VanderMeerôs 

narrative constructs a complex, multi-layered critique of humanityôs impact on the natural 

world, centering on the protagonist, Jane Smith, who becomes ensnared in a mysterious 

ecological conspiracy. This conspiracy serves as a microcosm of the broader ecological 

entanglements that define human existence in the Anthropocene, where the boundaries between 

nature and culture, human and non-human, are increasingly blurred. 

The paper argues that VanderMeerôs use of genre-blending is not merely a stylistic 

choice but a deliberate strategy to foreground ecological themes. The novelôs non-linear 

narrative structure disrupts conventional temporal frameworks, reflecting the disorientation 

and urgency that characterize the current ecological crisis. By intertwining past, present, and 

future, Hummingbird Salamander underscores the interconnectedness of all species and the 

long-term consequences of human actions on the environment. 

VanderMeerôs depiction of extinct and hybrid species, particularly through the symbolic 

taxidermy hummingbird and salamander, highlights the fragile and often precarious 

relationship between life and death, human and non-human. These species serve as metaphors 

for the ecological disruptions caused by human activity, challenging anthropocentric views and 

emphasizing the need for a posthuman perspective that recognizes the intrinsic value of all 

forms of life. 
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Through an ecocritical lens, this paper examines how Hummingbird Salamander 

functions as both a narrative of environmental degradation and a call to action. VanderMeerôs 

innovative genre-blending creates a powerful commentary on the ethical responsibilities of 

humans towards the environment, urging readers to reconsider their relationship with the 

natural world. By situating the novel within the broader context of ecocriticism, this research 

contributes to understanding how literature can serve as a vital tool for exploring and 

addressing the complex challenges of the Anthropocene. 

 

Keywords: Anthropocene, Posthumanism, Environmental ethics, Genre-blending, Ecological 

crisis. 

Bio-note: 

Swagata Singha Ray is Ph.D Scholar in the department of English in Raiganj University, 

Raiganj. She has completed her M.Phil. thesis tilted Reading Margaret Atwoodôs MaddAddam 

trilogy as Speculative fiction through Posthuman Lens. Her areas of interest are Posthumanism, 
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literature. 

 

Unveiling the Self and  Digital Identity in A.V. Geigerôs Follow Me Back : A 

Cyberpsychological Analysis 

NRIPIKA SHARMA, PhD Scholar, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

In the contemporary digital age, the internet and social media have become an integral part of 

life, especially for the younger generation. The virtual  world of the internet could pose 

considerable risks varying from mental health issues to social alienation. The blue light 

emitting from the screen could certainly interrupt users and vandalize their cerebral state to a 

great extent. The paper delves into the complexities of navigating the digital landscape and its 

impact on personal identity. A.V. Geigerôs Follow Me Back (2017)  utilizes a 

cyberpsychological lens to explore the protagonistôs fight for self-discovery in the digital age, 

where self-representation and digital identity engage in a complex duel.  Focusing on young 

individuals, the paper examines the creation of  artificial identities on digital platforms: 

navigating  the blurring lines between their online and offline personas, and  exploring how 

these constructed identities can lead to estrangement from the real world. It  discusses the 

tension between authenticity and performance in the superficial  digital world, highlighting the 

novelôs portrayal of the alluring yet hollow facade  of online life. The characterôs reliance on 

social media platforms and the pressure to conform to online aesthetics are examined as factors 
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that can exacerbate feelings of inadequacy and contribute to a disrupted self-image. Finally, the 

paper investigates the psychological implications of this digital duality. The paper  draws on 

existing framework on cyberpsychology and digital culture studies by suggesting insights into 

psychological processes underlying pseudo-digital persona and its impact on real-world 

relationships considering broader implications of these dynamics for youth culture and social 

media use. 

Keywords: Technology,  Digital identity, Social Media, Cyberpsychology.   

Bio-note: 

Nripika Sharma is a PhD candidate in the Department of English at Central University of 

Himachal Pradesh, Dharamshala. Her research interests include south Asian popular culture, 

cyberpsychology, urban cultures, and digital identity. She holds an MA in English from the 

Department of English, Himachal Pradesh University, and a BA Honours in English Literature 

from St. Bedeôs College, Shimla. 

 

Beyond the Boundaries of Motherhood: Challenging Societal Ethics and 

Embracing Agency in Anuradha Royôs All the Lives We Never Lived 

NILAM GOGOI, Research Scholar, Mahapurusha Srimanta Sankaradeva 

Viswavidyalaya, India 

Abstract: 

Societal ethics of a mother refer to the moral values and principles such as selflessness, sacrifice 

personal desires and aspirations, submissiveness, devotion towards family and children and 

others that society demands a mother to embrace. These societal ethics can be limiting and 

oppressive, restricting a motherôs autonomy, individuality, and agency. In Anuradha Royôs 

novel All the Lives We Never Lived a mother named Gayatri challenged these motherôs ethics 

of society to find her purpose in life. The novel unfolds the story through the eyes of the son, 

Myshkin in search for his mother, who abandoned her son and shows autonomy upon her life. 

The narrative portrays a motherôs challenges dominated around motherhood, highlighting the 

need for a nuanced understanding of womeôs experience through a series of letters, journal 

entries, and recollections. The story also delves into the emotional and psychological impact 

on the son because of the motherôs decision as the son grapples his sense of abandonment and 

legacy of motherôs choice. Thus the narration explores the intersectionality of personal freedom 

and social constrain, as well as the ways in which individual carve out their own paths in the 

overwhelming odds.  
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This paper hence, examines the how the protagonist, Gayatri, navigates beyond 

boundaries the constraints of patriarchal society and expectations placed upon her as a mother 

and  argues a motherôs importance to embrace agency, autonomy, and individuality in 

motherhood.  

The novel through Gayatri, exposes the ethical dilemmas faced by mothers who must 

choose between conformity and self-expression. The novel raises crucial questions about the 

responsibilities of motherhood, the sacrifices expected of women, the repercussions of defying 

societal norms. From the perspective of a motherôs societal ethics the novel is a reminder of 

the countless lives never lived, and the profound impact of societal constraints of womenôs 

lives and identities. 

 

Keywords: Societal ethics, Motherhood, Boundaries, Individuality, Psychology.  

Bio-note: 

Nilam Gogoi is a research scholar specialising in women studies and embodiment  narration of 

motherhood. Her research explores  intersectional experiences of kinds of motherhood, mothers 

and cultural, social and individual identity. She has published in various journals and presented 

national and international seminars, and earning recognition for her impactful scholarship. 

 

Voices from the Silence: Chandraôs Death 

Dr SUDHA JHA PATHAK, Associate Professor, Bennett University, Greater Noida, 

India & Dr SUMAN LUHACH, Associate Professor, Bennett University, Greater Noida, 

India 

Abstract: 

From the 1970s subaltern studies emerged as a distinctive school of research and writing. 

However, the Womenôs Question has not been the central theme in subaltern studies. Patriarchy 

is a system of social structures and practices in which men dominate, oppress, and exploit 

women. (Walby,1990). Ranajit Guhaôs ñChandraôs Deathôô is a classic opus in the genre of 

subaltern studies in Subaltern Studies (Volume V). Guha discovered an obscure document in 

the archives, a legal document regarding Chandraôs death, a woman belonging to the Bagdi 

caste who died in the nineteenth century due to a failed abortion. The article focuses on the 

female subaltern and the role of gender in creating subalternity. The document could fit into 

the universal traditional narrative of patriarchal and caste oppression. Guha has attempted to 

read the document against the grain as a legal text andò reclaim the document for history.ò He 

picked up the remnants of subaltern existence at the lower echelons of society, which is ignored 

by traditional historiography. The attempt at this reconstruction is faced with various 
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impediments such as the paucity of sources, the document being available in óófragmentsôô, and 

the story which has come down to us as a fragment of the dismembered past. This paper will 

attempt to delve into the document, analyze how women are confined and dictated as per the 

norms of patriarchy, and illustrate instances of female resistance and camaraderie that are to be 

found in the text. 

Keywords: Women question, Patriarchy, Subaltern studies, Legal document, Chandra. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Sudha Jha Pathak is an Associate Professor of History, at the School of Law, Bennett 

University, Greater Noida. Her teaching and research interests include Ancient Indian History, 

Legal History, Women, and related issues. She received her Ph.D degree from M.S.University 

of Baroda, Vadodara. 

Dr. Suman Luhach is an Associate Professor of History, at the School of Law, Bennett 

University, Greater Noida. Her teaching and research interests include Critical  Literary 

Theories and Law, Law and Literature, Teaching of Academic Writing Skills, and Online 

Collaborative Language Learning.She received her Ph.D degree from BITS, Pilani, Pilani 

Campus. 

 

Cinematic Perceptions of Ageing : Exploring Counter Narratives in 

Pranayam and Oru Cheru Punchiri through Narrative Gerontology 

ASHNA K ASOK, Assistant Professor, Christ College (Autonomous), Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

The universal process of ageing cannot just be defined by the biological changes and 

transformations of the body but has to be viewed from the diverse spectrum of perspectives 

that involves social, psychological, physiological as well as cultural viewpoints. Ageing thus 

is a ñstatement of change. The inevitability of ageing is the inevitability of change 

itselfò(Friedman 121). To explore this change through a narrative inquiry into the past of 

elderly people, through their narratives, to learn about self, ageing, and growth is what 

constitutes Narrative Gerontology. It focuses on the idea of humans as storied beings and looks 

into the process of ageing biographically as well as biologically. This paper intends to analyze 

how ageing is portrayed both biologically as well as biographically in popular culture by 

analyzing two Malayalam movies Pranayam (2011) and Oru Cheru Punchiri (2001). 

Pranayam(Love) progresses through the complexities and connotations of love between elderly 

couples. The storyline progresses through narrative reflections upon a shared past, by the three 

protagonists -a woman and two men -all in the later stages of their lives. Oru Cheru Punchiri 
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portrays the sweet nuances of love and companionship shared by an elderly couple enjoying 

their retired life. Both movies raise questions on societyôs perception of the process of ageing 

and challenge the limitations laid down by the rules of óage-appropriateô behavior for the 

elderly. This paper intends to use the framework of narrative gerontology to explore how the 

movies construct a counter-narrative to the dominant discourses of ageing  This paper also 

attempts to explore how the characters strive to break free of socially constructed stereotypes 

about ageing, such as age-appropriate behavior, not through a rejection of their mental and 

physical states but by complete acceptance of it. 

Keywords: Ageing, Narrative Gerontology, Counter-narrative, Cinema. 

Bio-note: 

Ms. Ashna K Asok is an Assistant Professor in the Department of English, Christ College 

(Autonomous), Irinjalakuda, Kerala . Her areas of interest are Occult Literature, Dalit Studies 

and Gender Studies. 

 

Drifting through Lisbon: Unveiling Resistance and Reclaiming Space in 

Saramagoôs The Year of the Death of Ricardo Reis 

ARNAB DASGUPTA, Ph.D Scholar, Presidency University, Kolkata, India 

Abstract: 

This paper examines the concept of ñdriftingò as a multifaceted tool of resistance in Jos® 

Saramagoôs The Year of the Death of Ricardo Reis. Set against the backdrop of Lisbon under 

Salazarôs fascist regime, the novel follows Ricardo Reis, a poet and doctor, whose aimless 

strolls through the city become acts of subtle defiance. Through the lens of urban theory and 

psychogeography, particularly the works of Michel de Certeau, Guy Debord, and Gilles 

Deleuze, this study explores how Saramago uses the protagonistôs drifts as a means of 

reappropriating and subverting the authoritarian control embedded in the cityôs architecture and 

social order. 

The paper argues that Lisbon, depicted as both a physical and symbolic space, serves 

as a battleground where power relations are inscribed and contested. The act of drifting, or the 

d®rive, allows Reis to navigate the city in ways that resist the totalizing narratives imposed by 

the regime. These wanderings are not merely acts of physical movement; they represent a 

deeper intellectual and existential resistance. As Reis moves through the labyrinthine streets, 

he engages in a form of silent protest, reclaiming the city space from the grip of fascist 

surveillance and control. 
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Drifting in Saramagoôs narrative is depicted as a subversive practice that transforms 

everyday spaces into sites of resistance. It challenges the dominant modes of seeing and 

understanding the city, offering alternative narratives that resist the hegemonic control of public 

and private spaces. The paper also explores how this act of drifting enables a continuous 

renegotiation of identity and memory, as Reis confronts his past and the oppressive reality of 

his present. 

By situating Saramagoôs work within the broader discourse of urban resistance and 

psychogeography, this paper highlights how the seemingly mundane act of wandering becomes 

a profound political and philosophical statement. The study contributes to a deeper 

understanding of how literature can engage with and critique the socio-political structures of 

its time through the exploration of urban space and movement. 

 

Keywords: Urban Space, Psychogeography, D®rive, Identity, Memory. 

Bio-note: 

Arnab Dasgupta is presently pursuing Ph.D at Presidency University working on his 

thesis titled ñRemapping the Urban: Space and Postmodern Aesthetics, 1970-2015ò. He has 

completed his M.Phil in English on J.M. Coetzee from the University of North Bengal in 

the year 2018. His research interests include Modernist and Post Modernist Literature, 

Science Fiction and Indian Writing in English , Posthumanism, cultural and literary 

theory. He has qualified UGC JRF in 2016. 

 

The Disability Matrix in Indian Nepali Literature:Reading the disability 

narrative in ñDaughterò and ñ Blank Lightò 

LADEN SHERPA, Assistant Professor, Sonada Degree College, Darjeeling, India 

Abstract: 

Indian Nepali literature has remained less explored area and out of the nineteen translated 

stories in  Call of the Hills (2016) the two important stories delve into the ameliorating  anxiety 

towards disability/impairment instance .The two short stories are translated into English from 

Nepali. The paper seeks  to trace  precarious position of the two stories in the greater context 

of disability studies and see forth the emerging diversity in disability studies in Indian 

Literature . Delving into the kaleidoscopic view of the translated work ñDaughterò by Sanu 

Lama and ñBlank lightò by Agam Singh Giri, the paper seeks to analyze the larger contribution 

of translated works that acts as intersections and stand as a foothold of cultural assimilation .It 

is the story of Sukhlakshi and Manda ,the children who narrates the individual  stories of their 

gross dependence and the sense of oppression in domestic space, their exclusionary status 
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based on impairment . The paper will delve to study disability matrix that focus on the 

disablement of the individual in society . 

Keywords: Disability, Domestic, Exclusion, Impairment, Dependence. 

Bio-note: 

Laden Sherpa is working as an Assistant Professor in Sonada Degree College,  

Darjeeling .Her areas of interest include hagiographical studies ,ecocritical and comparative , 

disability and cultural studies. 

 

Beyond Boundaries: Identity, Desire, and Freedom in Taslima Nasreenôs 

French Lover 

ARKAJYOTI SARKAR, Research Scholar, Seacom Skills University, West Bengal, 

India 

Abstract: 

This paper delves into the intricate themes of identity, desire, and freedom in Taslima Nasreenôs 

novel French Lover, exploring the protagonistôs quest for self-discovery amidst cultural and 

societal constraints. Nasreen crafts a powerful narrative around Nilanjana, an Indian woman 

who moves to Paris after an arranged marriage, only to find herself ensnared in a web of cultural 

dislocation, patriarchal expectations, and personal turmoil. The novel reflects the tension 

between the protagonistôs traditional upbringing and her longing for autonomy in an alien 

culture, offering a nuanced portrayal of a womanôs struggle to redefine her identity. 

Through a feminist lens, this study examines how Nilanjanaôs journey symbolises a 

broader struggle against the restrictive boundaries imposed on women, both culturally and 

emotionally. The paper argues that French Lover is not just a story of cross-cultural encounter 

but a profound exploration of the internal and external conflicts that arise when a woman seeks 

to assert her independence in a world that often denies her such freedom. 

By situating French Lover within the context of feminist theory and post-colonial 

discourse, the paper highlights how Nasreen critiques the societal norms that confine women 

to prescribed roles. Ultimately, this research underscores the novelôs portrayal of desire and 

freedom as fundamental aspects of self-actualization, urging a re-examination of the ways in 

which women navigate their identities in a rapidly changing world. 

 

Keywords: Feminism, Gender discrimination, Socio-religious norms, Gender dynamics, 

patriarchy. 

Bio-note: 
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Arkajyoti Sarkar is currently pursuing a PhD at Seacom Skills University, West Bengal. His 

research interests focus on contemporary literature, with a particular emphasis on the works of 

Taslima Nasreen. Arkajyoti has published several papers analysing the intersection of religion, 

politics, and gender in Nasreenôs novels. His work contributes to a deeper understanding of the 

socio-political contexts that shape literary narratives in South Asia. 

 

Humility and Humiliation: A Study of the Relationship between Morals 

and Society in Perumal Muruganôs Pyre 

SWASTIK SHARMA, Research Scholar, Central University of Himachal Pradesh, 

India 

Abstract: 

This research paper deals with the outspread motifs of ethics, violence, caste-based bias, and 

conflict in the novel Pyre by Perumal Murugan. The narrative of the book revolves around the 

characters of Kumaresan, a common boy who works in a soda shop, and his wife Saroja, a 

young romanticist girl who elopes and marries for love. Their inter-caste marriage however, 

compels them to face the harsh reality of the sanctimonious society that they are a part of. This 

paper probes into the contrast between the uncustomary love story of Kumaresan and Saroja, 

and the deeply-rooted caste system of the rural Indian society. The novel displays how a 

dehumanizing and acutely entrenched caste-based bias in a society dominates the morality of 

people and, in turn, their ideologies, which leads to excruciating outcomes.  

Social psychologist Jonathan Haidt, in his book The Righteous Mind holds that the 

function of morality is to keep a society together. But what if the morals that a society has 

upheld for years are exclusivist and deeply problematic. Muruganôs novel serves as an apt 

example of a society so corrupt with a precarious structure of morals and ethics that it can stoop 

to the most dehumanizing demeanor in order to maintain its conventions. The research paper 

under discussion analyzes the very idea of morals and ethics in their relation to societies, and 

also their impact on said societies with the help of substantial theoretical aid. Furthermore, it 

will look at the ideas of honor, social justice, gender hierarchies, untouchability, etc. This paper 

intends to contribute to the literary and cultural studiesô discourse regarding the intersection of 

society, ethics, and power among the centered and the marginalized communities. 

 

Keywords: Caste-System, Conflict, Discrimination, Ethics, Morals. 

Bio-note: 

The author Swastik Sharma is a research scholar in the third year of her PhD in the Department 

of English in the Central University of Himachal Pradesh. She is basically from Udhampur, 
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Jammu and Kashmir. Sharma is working on her thesis with similar minor themes which explore 

the social, humanistic and cultural ideas meticulously. 

Reel and Real: Disability in the Indian Cinematic Imagination 

SHIVANI SINGH, Senior Project Assistant, National Virtual Library of India, Janpath, 

India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the intersection of disability and popular imagination within the realm of 

Indian cinema, examining how cultural narratives and visual representations in this medium 

have historically depicted disability, often reinforcing stereotypes or marginalising the disabled 

community. 

As a visual medium, cinema plays a significant role in shaping public imagination. In 

20th-century India, as the disability rights movement gained momentum, much of the narrative 

around disability was influenced by its portrayal in popular culture, particularly in films. Indian 

cinema, an amalgamation of various regional languages, has transitioned in its depiction of 

characters with disabilities. 

The first section focuses on how Indian cinema has portrayed disability, analysing key 

films to highlight the evolving representation. The second section delves into the socio-political 

implications of these depictions, exploring how they shape public perception and influence 

governance and policies, contributing to the broader discourse on inclusivity. This paper 

underscores the role of film in perpetuating societal attitudes towards disability in India, 

offering insights into how the creative industry can foster a greater understanding of it. 

Additionally, this research integrates the disciplines of Disability Studies and cinema as part of 

Digital Humanities and social science, bridging the gap between theoretical analysis and digital 

representation. 

 

Keywords: Disability, Cinema, Popular culture, Humanities, Inclusivity.  

Bio-note: 

Shivani Singh is a researcher with a keen interest in disability studies and medical humanities. 
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engagements in historical research and documentation. With a background in history from 

Ramjas College, Delhi University, and Jamia Millia Islamia University, she has honed her skills 

in oral history, content creation, and archival research. Currently a Senior Project Assistant at 

the National Virtual Library of India, Shivani aims to pursue a PhD in medical humanities with 

focus on disability in South Asia. It is to shed light on how historical perspectives can inform 

contemporary healthcare practices and disability studies.  
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Men and the Masculine: Reimagining Typecast Heroes in Amar Chitra 

Katha 

SANJAY MOHAN N M, Research Scholar, Department of English, Vimala College 

(Autonomous), Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

This paper attempts to analyse select comics published by the Amar Chitra Katha franchise 

(ACK) in India to identify and problematise the masculine politics in characterising mythical 

personnel as superheroes and/or enhanced individuals, and the associated socio-cultural 

significance of such portrayals within the religious context of the country. Superheroes has 

always been an integral part of the comic culture of any language, although each culture present 

their enhanced hero trope differently. In the Indian context, it is interesting to note that the 

traditional motifs of óalien-beingô or óscientific mishapô in superhero backstories did not 

achieve the same level of popularity among comic readers as they did in American comics or 

Japanese manga. Several reasons contribute to this: ACKôs incorporation of Hindu mythology 

into their content, and a deliberate strategy to ensure that Indian traditions were not 

overshadowed by the globalised modernity often associated with comic culture, to list a few. 

ACK thereby produced a new mode of the masculine superhero archetype focussing on Gods 

of Hindu mythology. This strategy is problematic when it becomes a tool through which the 

modern globalised temperament of young readers are manipulated, redirecting their thoughts 

to primitive notions of moral and patriarchal codes of conduct.  

By looking into the visual and descriptive representation of heroic characters in select 

Hindu mythology-based Amar Chitra Katha comics, the paper attempts to address the ónew 

normalô in Indian comic culture in depicting gods as superheroes, and cultural signification of 

masculinity associated with it. Theories pertaining to masculinity studies would be used along 

with the methodology of visual culture to analyse óthe hero and the heroicô in select comics of 

the franchise. The article will closely examine the significant role of ACK in the countryôs 

comic tradition and the subsequent emphasis on mythical super-heroics within its content. 

 

Keywords: Amar Chitra Katha, Hero and body, Visual masculinity, Hegemonic masculinity, 

Comic culture. 
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Sanjay Mohan N M is a Junior Research Fellow at the Department of English, Vimala College 
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Deconstructing Anthropocentrism through Gynocentric Terrains in 

Vandana Singhôs ñ Speculative-Posthuman Universeò 

AMRITHA A, Research Scholar, Government Arts College, Tamil Nadu, India 

Abstract: 

This paper critically examines how the intersection of ecocriticism, ecofeminism, and 

posthumanism challenges anthropocentric frameworks in selected short stories by Vandana 

Singh. Through a detailed analysis, it examines how Singh intertwines the natural world with 

the experiences of marginalized communities, critiquing the exploitation of both nature and 

women under patriarchal and capitalist structures. Using the framework of ecofeminism, the 

paper analyzes Singhôs portrayal of female protagonists who resist industrialization and 

ecological degradation by fostering ecological consciousness and cultivating deep, intuitive 

relationships with their environment. 

Furthermore, the paper employs a posthuman lens to challenge anthropocentric 

perspectives in Singhôs work, focusing on her depiction of futures where human identity and 

agency are de-centered. Singhôs exploration of posthuman bodies that blur the boundaries, is 

critically examined to reveal how these narratives disrupt traditional notions of human 

exceptionalism and emphasize the interconnectedness of all life forms. 

From an ecocritical standpoint, the analysis highlights how Singhôs speculative fiction 

addresses the consequences of human actions on the environment, often depicting dystopian 

futures where ecological imbalance has devastating effects. This paper ultimately argues that 

by merging ecocritical, ecofeminist, and posthuman perspectives, Vandana Singhôs short stories 

offer profound insights into rethinking human identity, environmental ethics and the boundaries 

of the human body, advocating for a more equitable, sustainable, and interconnected future. 

 

Keywords: Gynocentric Perspectives, Posthumanism, Ecological Consciousness, 

Interconnectedness and Speculative realms. 

Bio-note: 

Amritha A is currently a Research Scholar at Govt. Arts College, Nandanam, Chennai, Tamil 

Nadu. She holds a Bachelors and Masters degree in English from the University of Madras. 

Amrithaôs research interests include the field of posthumanism, gender studies, postcolonial 

studies, diaspora, media and cultural studies. She likes to explore how literature and the 

technological advancements reshape concepts of identity and embodiment and challenge 

traditional gender norms. She has authored a chapter, published several poems and participated 

in several conferences. 
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Trauma and Identity: Exploring the Postcolonial Space in NoViolet 

Bulawayoôs We Need New Names 

Sathya Pramode, PhD Research Scholar, Reva University, Bengaluru, India 

Abstract: 

Postcolonial African space has been rife with uncertainties as observed in many countries 

affected by the onslaught of colonisation. NoViolet Bulawayoôs novel We Need New Names 

attempts an exploration of Postcolonial identities in Zimbabwe through the lens of a coming-

of-age narrative. It is not just the external trauma of migration, displacement, war, or mass-

killings that affect children in conflict ridden spaces, but also the psychological aspects of 

identity, selfhood and a sense of belonging. The paper would examine the depiction of trauma   

in the novel We Need New Names by locating the postcolonial protagonist caught in the 

traumatic dilemma of the óselfô, and the various difficulties of displacement and migration. The 

study will be based on the theoretical framework of culture, gender and trauma while the focus 

will remain on postcolonial perspectives. 

Keywords: Trauma, Postcolonialism, Displacement, Identity, Migration. 

Bio-note: 

Ms Sathya Pramode is a PhD research scholar in English at Reva University, Bengaluru. She 

is presently working as Assistant Professor in Jyoti Nivas College, Bengaluru. Having 

completed MA and MPhil in English, she took up teaching as my passion and vocation. Her 

total teaching experience is nine years and research experience is five years. Her research 

interests include Trauma, Gender and Postcolonial studies and Childrenôs Literature. She enjoy 

reading, dancing and travelling. 

 

A Study on Mari Selvarajôs Films: Iyotheethasariyam Folklore Analysis in 

Tamil Songs 

SHABARISH K B, PhD Scholar, Department of Mass Communication & Journalism, 

Central University of Karnataka, India & DR RUPA RANI SONOWAL, Assistant 

Professor, Department of Mass Communication & Journalism, Central University of 

Karnataka, India 

Abstract: 

Iyothee Thass Pandithar (1845ï1914) was a social theorist and considered the father of Tamil 

folklore studies in India. One of the most notable works is ñIndra Desa Sarithiramò, in which 

he constructed an alternate history emphasizing Buddhism and the oppressed masses in India. 
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His way of tracing the Buddhist relation with the aborigins is called ñIyotheethasariyamò. His 

ideas are incorporated in many academic discourses in the contemporary socio-cultural setting. 

Through the Iyotheethassars lens, songs from three Tamil films viz. Pariyerum Perumal, 

Karnan, and Maamannan, directed by Mari Selvaraj will be analyzed. The main focus of the 

Iyyothedasars approach is a folkloric investigation of reconstructing the histories of the 

oppressed and aboriginal communities of Tamil Nadu, which are represented in songs. This 

study analyses songsô narratives from the perspective of Iyothedasars, locating folk elements 

in textual, visual narratives, and ethnographic and symbolic representations. The study further 

examines the revamped form of folk elements and the strategies for creating the alternative 

historiography of the oppressed communities in the selected films and songs. 

Keywords: Iyotheethasariyam, Folklore, Mari Selvaraj, Oral tradition, Film. 

Bio-note: 

Shabarish K B is a Post-graduate in mass communication, recently enrolled for the PhD 

program in the Department of Mass communication and Journalism, Central University of 

Karnatakaôs for Karnataka. The authorôs  areas of interest in research are Cultural studies, folk 

media, and film studies. 

Dr Rupa Rani Sonowal is an Assistant Professor of the Department of Mass 

Communication & Journalism in Central University of Karnataka. 

 

Chronicle of Conflict and Trauma: Nayeema Mahjoorôs Lost in Terror 

Through a Feminist Lens 

GURPREET KOUR, Research Scholar, Sri Guru Granth Sahib World University, 

Punjab, India, DR ANKDEEP KAUR ATTWAL, Assistant Professor, Sri Guru Granth 

Sahib World University, Punjab, India & DR BALJEET KAUR, Assistant Professor, Sri 

Guru Granth Sahib World University, Punjab, India 

Abstract: 

This paper seeks to explore trauma from a feminist perspective through a critical reading of 

Nayeema Mahjoorôs debut novel Lost in Terror (2016). Mahjoor in a novel observes that in a 

male-dominated society, there is no voice for womenôs plight in the ongoing Kashmir conflict 

and highlights the impact of conflict on their psyche. She showcased the plight of women who 

are silently suffering. Mahjoor, in her novel, depicts the miserable condition of women and 

remarks that Kashmiri women suffered the most in the political conflict. The novel is set in the 

late 1980s, when insurgency had just begun in Kashmir. The novelist acquaints us with several 

painful stories of womenôs struggles in conflict-prone areas. Having witnessed first-hand 
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experience with conflict, she cleverly knits autobiographical elements in the novel, and the 

novel becomes a cathartic medium for her.  Mahjoor successfully portrays the reign of terror 

that broke out in the valley in the nineties. The novel is impregnated with various heart-rending 

stories of Kashmiri women who are directly or indirectly victims of violence. She traces the 

lives of Kashmiri women who were suffering both because of the Kashmir conflict and because 

they are women. Thus, the current study will explore trauma through a feminist lens. 

Keywords: Trauma, Conflict, Kashmir, Militancy, Army, Insurgency, Women. 

Bio-note: 

Gurpreet Kour is a Research Scholar in the Department of English at Sri Guru Granth Sahib 

World University, Fatehgarh Sahib, Punjab. The authorôs area of research is Trauma in 

Contemporary Kashmir Conflict Fiction: A Study of the Selected Texts. 

Dr Ankdeep Kaur Attwal is an Assistant Professor, Sri Guru Granth Sahib World 

University, Punjab, India. 

Dr Baljeet Kaur, Assistant Professor, Sri Guru Granth Sahib World University, Punjab, 

India. 

 

Topography of Kerala and Cultural Rootedness: A Study on Select Works 

of Manjeri S. Isvaran 

S SUTHARA, Research Scholar, Department of English, St. Thomas College 

(Autonomous), Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

Kerala writing in English need a close examination in an age of discussing many Indian 

literatures. The phenomenon of Malayali writing in English dates back to the lineage set by the 

first generation of pre-independence era writers from Kerala such as K. M. Panikkar, G. K. 

Chettur, Manjeri S. Isvaran, A. S. P. Ayyar and S. K. Chettur. The idea of writing in Englishð

the language of the coloniserðhas been perceived in myriad ways by various writers, the major 

reason being the affinity towards colonial modernity. This alongside the Renaissance quest led 

to the rise of a new group of young English writers from Kerala. Their hybrid identity however 

never affected their fixation to the homeland and its culture, as evidently seen in the creative 

practices of these writers. The paper is an attempt to examine this complex identity and 

portrayal of the landscape of Kerala in select works of Manjeri S. Isvaran. The study 

problematises the cultural dynamics of being a Malayali and writing in a second language, all 

the while carrying a sense of nostalgia and fixation towards oneôs roots. Isvaranôs works, 
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namely Immersion (1951), selected stories from his collections No Ankletbells for Her (1949) 

and Painted Tigers (1956) would be analysed to trace the presence of óKeralamô as captured by 

the author. 

Keywords: Kerala writing in English, Manjeri S. Isvaran, Topography of Kerala, Kerala 

culture. 

Bio-note: 

S Suthara is a Ph.D. Research Scholar at the Research Department of English, St. Thomas 

College (Autonomous), Thrissur, Kerala, affiliated to the University of Calicut. She works on 

Kerala writings in English and gender relations for her research. Her other areas of interest 

include popular culture, film studies, performing arts and Kerala history. 

Challenging the Medical Gaze: Analysing the Intersection of Illness, 

Memory, and Identity in Contemporary Narratives 

KIRTI VERMA, PhD Scholar, University of Delhi, Delhi, India & JHANVI GUPTA 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the intersectional role of memory in the lived experience of illness. The 

primary texts for this analysis are Sarah Mangusoôs Two Kinds of Decay (2008) and Brain on 

Fire: My Month of Madness (2012) by Susannah Cahalan. In Two Kinds of Decay, Manguso 

narrates her experience with a rare autoimmune disorder that caused relapses over time. Her 

fragmented narrative style reflects the disruption of time and memory caused by her illness.  

Similarly, in Brain on Fire, Cahalan recounts her battle with an autoimmune encephalitis that 

severely impacted her cognitive abilities and memory. Her narrative combines medical records, 

personal journals, and interviews with those around her, reconstructing a period of her life that 

she cannot fully remember.  By analysing these two narratives as autopathographies -a personôs 

own account of their illness, this paper looks at how such narratives are a form of reclaiming 

oneôs identity. Both Manguso and Cahalan use their autopathographies to depict their illnesses, 

not just from a medical perspective but as deeply personal, subjective experiences. This allows 

for an exploration of how illness disrupts memory, time, and identity.  

Analyzing these texts within the framework of Health Humanities, this paper aims to 

explore how the medical gaze, extends beyond medical setting into broader cultural narratives. 

The stories of Manguso and Cahalan show the limitations and the harmful effects of this 

medical gaze, emphasizing the need for more holistic approaches that consider the cultural 

dimensions of health. This analysis of how memory and identity are affected by illness provides 

insights into how society understands personal and collective identity. Furthermore, these 

illness narratives show that identity is not fixed but is constantly constructed and reconstructed, 

especially in the face of physical and mental challenges. 
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Keywords: Autopathography, Medical gaze, Identity, Health humanities, Identity 

reconstruction. 

Bio-note: 

Kirti Verma is a PhD student at University of Delhi. She has a deep interest in fields that depict 

the covalence of Sciences and Humanities. She is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in Health 

Humanities. Her current research analyses autopathographies written by medical doctors, 

detailing doctorsô experience as patients. She believes that interdisciplinary research is one of 

the best ways that the world can move forward, and that science and humanities, as academic 

fields can help each other very much. Through her Ph.D. Kirti hopes to delve into 

autopathographies and aims to analyse them through a lens of literary theories as well as 

Cultural Studies. Outside of academia, Kirti enjoys watching medical shows and is an avid 

reader. 

Jhanvi Gupta is an aspiring English professor and research scholar specializing in 

Gender Studies, Cultural Studies, and Indian Literature in English. Currently a guest faculty at 

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya College, she completed her Masterôs thesis on the ostracized lives of 

Indian widows, securing the top position in her postgraduate program at Hindu College, 

University of Delhi. Passionate about teaching and student development, she also enjoys 

exploring mountains and immersing herself in books. 

 

Gender and Race in the Shakespeare play Othello 

ASRA  SUHA, Assistant professor of English, Vivekananda Institute of Management, 

India 

Abstract: 

William Shakespeareôs most celebrated tragedies, Othello reflect the eponymous characterôs 

utter devotion to his wife Desdemona, which the reader continually questions in reading the 

play. Shakespeareôs play, written originally in 1603 and published in 1622, includes a racial 

perspective that is imperative for the reader to consider. The theme of gender, though, is an 

equally significant factor in the play. Immediately recognised is the theme of racism with the 

subtitleôs reference to the protagonist Othelloôs identity as the óMoor of Veniceô and he is seen 

as the only black man in a European society. (The subtitle also finds a structural resonance with 

that of Hamlet: Prince of Denmark.) He is thus caught almost in the talons of a society in which 

he does not instinctively belong and the norms of which he struggles to conform and comply 

with. Being the sole black man surrounded by white people, who were considered to be racially 

superior at the time, makes him strive to compensate for what is considered by the society to 

be a lack in him and this is why he takes the initiative to prove himself a worthy general. It is 

due to this state of isolation, and view of his racial identity as undesirable, in which he exists 
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that he develops a deeply rooted sense of insecurity, which is why he is so easily swayed by 

the antagonist Iagoôs words. Othello experience a lot of racism .He finds it easy to doubt that 

his wife loves him as an older Black man when she is a young pretty ,white woman.The colour 

difference between is not very important to them but Othello s colour is dramatically important 

as a symbol of uniqueness .The theme of race is used to condemn Othello and Desdemona s 

marriage by associating blackness with evil.The racial stereo types enacted in Othello can be 

historical where Elizabethan retrospectively can be seen as  insensitive and racist. 

Keywords: Racial stereotype, Insensitive, Elizabethan, Colour, Moor. 

Bio-note: 

Asra Suha is from Bangalore,India and have M.A in English and 13 years of teaching 

experience. She has been teaching General English, Additional English, soft skills to all the 

foreign students as well as Indians. She has presented paper in International as well as national 

seminars. She is interested in Feminism and the literature related to it.Afro American literature 

and short stories is my favourite literature. Her Specialisation in M.A English was American 

literature. She has written many papers on Feminism. 

 

Environmental Humanities in Indra Sinhaôs óAnimalôs Peopleô 

NIMISHA KANABAR, Research Scholar, University Department of English, Ranchi 

University, Ranchi, India 

Abstract: 

This research explores the intersection of environmental humanities in Indra Sinhaôs novel 

Animalôs People, focusing on the profound impact of industrial disasters on both human and 

environmental health. The novel is set in the fictional city of Khaufpur, a place deeply affected 

by a catastrophic chemical leak that parallels the real-life Bhopal disaster. Through the narrative 

of Animal, a young man physically deformed by the toxic exposure, Sinha delves into the 

enduring consequences of environmental degradation on marginalized communities. 

The study analyzes how Animalôs People portrays the intricate relationship between 

humans and their environment, emphasizing the long-lasting physical and psychological scars 

left by ecological disasters. The novel critiques corporate negligence and the systemic failures 

that exacerbate environmental injustices, highlighting the disproportionate burden borne by the 

poor and powerless. By focusing on Animalôs unique perspective, the research reveals how 

environmental damage intertwines with personal identity and social dynamics, offering a 

poignant commentary on the broader implications of industrialization. 

Moreover, the research examines the theme of activism in the novel, showcasing how 

the residents of Khaufpur mobilize to seek justice and accountability. This resistance reflects 
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broader environmental justice movements, emphasizing the importance of community action 

in confronting environmental and human rights violations. The study also delves into the 

novelôs treatment of cultural and environmental memory, exploring how collective trauma 

shapes the identities of those affected by environmental disasters. 

By situating Animalôs People within the framework of environmental humanities, this 

research underscores the novelôs critical engagement with ethical considerations surrounding 

industrial development, environmental justice, and the need for sustainable practices. Sinhaôs 

work challenges readers to confront the moral imperatives of addressing ecological harm and 

advocating for a more equitable and just world. 

 

Keywords: Environmental Humanities, Industrial disaster, Bhopal Disaster, Human-Nature 

Relationship, Ecological degradation.  

 

Bio-note: 

Nimisha Kanabar is currently pursuing a PhD in English Literature from University 

Department of English, Ranchi University, Ranchi. Her research focuses on óEcological 

Consciousness in the Select Works of Indra Sinha, Barbara Kingsolver, and J.G. Ballard,ô with 

a dedicated emphasis on Ecocriticism.  She has qualified the UGC NET (ENGLISH), reflecting 

my commitment to academic excellence. Her academic background includes a Masterôs degree 

in English Literature from Ranchi University and a Bachelorôs degree in English Language and 

Literature from St. Xavierôs College, Ranchi. 

Her scholarly work is centered on analyzing literature through an ecological lens, 

contributing to the broader discourse on environmental awareness within the literary field. In 

parallel with my academic pursuits, she works as a soft skills trainer, specializing in Business 

Communication, where she effectively blend theoretical insights with practical skill 

development. 

 

The Semiotics of Power: Ecocritical Study of Kalki 2898 A.D. 

NAITIK, Research Scholar, Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee, India  

Abstract: 

In recent years, nature and the environment have emerged as prominent themes in Indian 

cinema, both in mainstream and parallel films. As the cinematic medium reaches its most 

advanced state in the 21st century, it critically engages with contemporary issues through 

dynamic storytelling. Termed ñecocinemasò or ñgreen cinemas,ò films such as Kaun Kitney 

Paani Mein (2015), Kadvi Hawa (2017), Sherni (2021), Sherdil: The Pilbhit Saga (2022), 

Kantara (2022), and 2018 (2023) critically examine the relationship between nature, culture, 

and the Anthropocene. Positioning itself in this trajectory, Nag Ashwinôs sci-fi film Kalki 2898 
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A.D. (2024) presents a dystopian future devoid of natural resources and spiritual-human 

connections. By drawing connections between Indian mythology and a futuristic wasteland, 

the film anticipates ecological threats such as water scarcity, deforestation, pollution, and 

infertility, driven by anthropocentric motives like war, colonization, and resource 

concentration. However, the environment in the film does not merely serve as a backdrop for 

human characters; rather, it plays a crucial role in the narrative, aesthetic, and thematic 

functions. The article situates Kalki 2898 A.D. within the framework of ñecocinemaò and 

conducts a semiotic analysis to explore how it portrays ecology as an active agent, emphasizing 

its interconnectedness as well as interdependence with human life on a spiritual level beyond 

mere utility. It also examines the representation of power dynamics through a Foucauldian lens, 

exploring how power operates in the absence of a central authority while being exercised 

through narrative agents, thereby decentring its own ontological existence. Considering the 

Complex as a postmodern heterotopia, it also explores the filmôs strategic portrayal of the 

relationship of urgency between the present and the future. 

Keywords: Ecocriticism, Semiotic theory, Heterotopia, Power, Biopolitics. 

Bio-note: 

Naitik is a Doctoral candidate in the Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at the 

Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee. His research encompasses film studies, cultural 

semiotics, and cultural studies. His academic pursuits also span modern British literature, eco-

criticism, theatre of absurd and Indian drama. He likes to explore human culture and society 

with different creative mediums, such as poetry, cinema, fictions, memoirs and popular articles. 

In addition to his academic pursuits, he also writes film criticism and book reviews for popular 

e- magazines. 

The African Diaspora in South India: A Regional Perspective 

JAYENDRA NARAIN, Research Scholar, Department of African Studies, University of 

Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

The African Diaspora in South India represents a unique and understudied aspect of the broader 

African presence in Asia. This paper explores the historical and cultural trajectories of African 

communities, particularly the Siddis or Sidis, who were brought to South India through the 

Indian Ocean slave trade, maritime mercantile exchanges, and military employment spanning 

from the 14th to the 19th centuries. Through a regional perspective, it examines their 

integration, adaptation, and contributions within South Indian society, focusing on states like 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, and Tamil Nadu. The study highlights the cultural 

syncretism that emerged as Africans interacted with local customs, languages, and social 
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systems. It also addresses the challenges of social stratification, identity, and community 

cohesion faced by the African descendants, while shedding light on their resilience and agency 

in preserving African cultural heritage. Drawing from historical texts, oral histories, and 

ethnographic research, this paper contributes to a deeper understanding of the diverse 

experiences and legacies of the African Diaspora in South India, broadening the scope of 

diaspora studies in a global context. 

Keywords: African Diaspora, Indian Ocean Trade, South India, Migration. 

Bio-note: 

Mr. Jayendra Narain is a Research Scholar at the Department of African Studies, University of 

Delhi. Recently, he has completed his M. Phil. research work on ñA Study of African Influence 

and Rule in Bengal during 15th-16th centuriesò. He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts (Hons.) 

in History from Delhi College of Arts and Commerce at the University of Delhi. He has 

completed his post-graduation in History from Indira Gandhi National Open University. His 

areas of interest include the African Diaspora, Bengal History, Womenôs role in the Indian 

freedom movement, and Tribal history.   

He authored a few peer-reviewed articles and one chapter in the book ñWomen Empowerment 

in Modern Ageò. He also took a certificate course and presented his few research papers at 

national and international conferences and webinars. 

 

Navigating the Margins: The Poetic Landscape of Ranjit Hoskote 

Dr PRIYANKA THAKUR, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Govternment 

Degree College, Himachal Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

Ranjit Hoskoteôs Icelight is a compelling exploration of identity, memory, and the intersections 

between the personal and the political. This paper delves into the themes and stylistic elements 

of Icelight, a collection that resonates with the echoes of myth, history, and the fragmented 

narratives of contemporary life. Through his distinct poetic voice, Hoskote navigates the 

landscapes of language and culture, weaving a tapestry that is both reflective and forward-

looking. 

The research will examine how Hoskoteôs use of imagery and metaphor creates a sense 

of place and displacement, reflecting the tension between tradition and modernity. His poems 

often juxtapose the natural world with human emotion, creating a vivid tableau where ice, light, 

and shadow serve as metaphors for clarity, ambiguity, and the hidden depths of human 

experience. 
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The paper will also consider Hoskoteôs engagement with form and structure, exploring 

how his innovative use of line breaks, enjambment, and cadence contributes to the rhythmic 

and visual dynamics of his poetry. Through close readings and discussion, I aim to uncover the 

layers of meaning within Icelight, highlighting its relevance to contemporary conversations 

about culture, politics, and identity in an increasingly globalized world. 

 

Keywords: Identity, Memory, Personal & Political, Human Emotion. 

Bio-note: 

Dr. Priyanka Thakur is an Assistant Professor at Govt. Degree College, Nirmand, District 

Kullu, Himachal Pradesh. She received her M.Phil. and doctoral degree from the Department 

of English and Cultural Studies, Panjab University, Sector 14, Chandigarh. She has also 
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Chicago, USA . She has recently worked as a Co-Convener in organizing an inter-disciplinary 

national seminar at Govt. College, Nirmand. Kullu. She has a publication in literary journal 
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writing poetry, teaching creative writing and exploring the fields of Literary Theory and 
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They Never Get Justice: Exploring the Poverty and Pain of the 

Marginalized People in the Short Stories of Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay 

ISHANI DAS, Research Scholar, School Of Education, Adamas University, Barasat, 

India 

Abstract: 

Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyayôs wittings mainly portraits the picture of Bengali society with 

deep humanity, empathy and critical insight. The neglected, poor, downtrodden and 

marginalized people of the society get a prominent role in his writings. Through his writings, 

he highlighted the greed and injustice of the upper-class society and he tried to reform the 

society by eliminating the so-called rotten sections of the society. Through his writings the 

voiceless got the voice. This paper deals with two famous short stories of Sarat Chandra, 

óAvagir Swargoô and óMaheshô and reveals the exploitation of the marginalized people of rural 

Bengal before independence. It also focuses on the colonialism and how British Raj destroyed 

the economy of India and its impact on the society. The attitude of the zamindars of that time 

and the violence of caste system, misery of women and social injustice, culture and traditions 

of Bengali people, humanity of the poorôs is also discussed here. 
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Keywords: Marginalization, Social Injustice, Caste System, Zamindars, Colonialism. 

Bio-note: 

Ishani Das is a Research Scholar doing her PhD from School of Education, Adamas University, 

Barasat, India, West Bengal. She has completed masters in English literature from West Bengal 

State University located at Berunanpukhuria, Barasat, West Bengal. After she did her B.Ed 

from Monalisa B.Ed College and Higher Education located at Duttapukur, West Bengal, she 

completed her M.Ed from Pailan College of Education located at Pailan, Kolkata, West Bengal. 

Finally in the year 2023 I joined District Institute of Education and Training, Hooghly under 
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To Die or Not to Die: An Analysis of the Portrayal of Aging in Chie 

Hayakawaôs óPlan 75ô 

LEKSHMI SONY, Research Scholar, The Central University of Kerala, India 

Abstract: 

A dystopian society which conveniently places assisted euthanasia on a platter for the 

population that has crossed the age of 75 forms the premise of Chie Hayakawaôs 2022 movie 

óPlan 75ô. This movie perfectly portrays the two competing forces conceptualized by Sigmund 

Freud: Thanatos and Eros. The theory of Thanatos or the death drive is rooted in the idea of 

people feeling the need to let go where as Eros or the life instinct focuses on the preservation 

of life. The constant state of tension between these forms the basis of this movie.  

Through the application of psychoanalytic theory, Freudôs idea of the death drive, this 

paper examines the motivations and experiences of the characters and delves into the intricate 

relationship between guilt, confusion, and social pressure that persons in this age group 

encounter. The paper explores how a policy of this kind will affect family dynamics, individual 

autonomy, and the general cultural perception of aging and death. Through an emphasis on the 

experiences of those who must make this choice, the study investigates the social, ethical, and 

psychological aspects of aging and death. This paper focuses on the difficulties experienced by 

the elderly population and the moral ramifications of end-of-life choices in modern society. 

Keywords: Aging, Social pressure, Ethical implications, Individual autonomy, Ethnographic 

analysis. 

Bio-note: 

Lekshmi Sony is currently pursuing her PhD in English from the Department of English and 
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English Literature from The English and Foreign Languages University, Hyderabad. Her 

research area is rooted in gender studies. 

 

The Aesthetics of Everydayness: A Critical Reading of Arun Kolatkarôs 

Poem óMeeraô 

Priyanka Yadav, Research Scholar, University School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences, Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University, Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

This paper aims to discuss the poem Meera by Arun Kolatkar published in the collection titled 

Kala Ghoda Poems in 2004. The poem appears as the third poem in the collection, which 

focusses on the everyday life surrounding the Kala Ghoda square in Mumbai while capturing 

the cityscape with a peculiar perspective and understanding. This paper seeks to explore how 

everyday life, with its mundane, ordinary, and commonplace experiences, offers a creative and 

contemplative space for Kolatkar to express the modern sensibility of his times. It probes how 

the poem dramatizes the ordinary work of a sweeper woman to give rise to a distinct poetic and 

aesthetic possibility in the poem. Through this creative and imaginative take on the ordinary 

act of sweeping and cleaning, the poem transforms the sweeper woman and her work into a 

work of art, like dance. The ordinary objects, places, people, and experiences transform into a 

playground for the ómodernô possibility of life. This paper delves into the encounter of the 

óeverydayô and ómodernô, where they come together to interact, interplay, and implicate each 

other in the poem. This interaction inevitably informs and shapes the aesthetic experience of 

the poem. This paper also aims to establish the poem as an expression of the aesthetics of 

óeverydaynessô. 

Keywords: Aesthetics, Every day, Modern, Modern sensibility, Indian poetry. 

Bio-note: 

Priyanka Yadav is a Ph.D. Research Scholar at the University School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences (USHSS), Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University (GGSIPU), Delhi, India. Her 

research interests include modernist literature with a particular focus on Indian modernity and 

its expression in Indian poetry. She is currently working on the intersections of the óeverydayô 

and the ómodernô in the poetry of Arun Kolatkar. 
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Integrating Daoist Philosophy with Critical Age Studies: A Novel 

Perspective on Aging in Wim Wendersôs Perfect Days (2023) 

HARISHMA A GIREESH, Research Scholar, National Instititute of Technology, 

Telengana, India 

Abstract: 

The interplay between Daoist perspectives on aging and the critical theories advanced by 

Gullette offers a promising avenue for enhancing age studies discourse through the integration 

of philosophical and cultural dimensions. By synthesizing both the philosophical 

underpinnings and critical examination of age studies, the researcher introduces a novel 

perspective of ñnarrative agingò (Gullette 103) exemplified through an analysis of the character 

Hirayama in the Japanese film Perfect Days (2023). By applying Gulletteôs theoretical 

framework, this paper investigates the manner in which Perfect Days portrays the phenomenon 

of aging as a multifaceted experience, rather than a mere decline. The study will also assess 

how the film conforms to or diverges from conventional Japanese cultural depictions of aging, 

thereby addressing Gulletteôs critique regarding cultural narratives and their influence on 

societal perceptions. This discourse aspires to enhance the comprehension of aging by 

emphasizing how modern cinema can provide alternative viewpoints that either correspond 

with or contest prevailing cultural constructs. 

Keywords: Narrative aging, Aging, Daoist philosophy, Gullette. 
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Queer sensation and intersectional queer reading: a case study of 

Thiagarajan Kumararajaôs Super Deluxe (2019) 

KRISHNA KHARWAR, PhD scholar, Central university of Himachal Pradesh, India 

Abstract: 

This paper explores the complex notion of gender identity intersecting with caste, class, and 

religion in filmic discourse. The case study focuses on the Tamil language film Super Deluxe 

(2019), directed by Thiagarajan Kumararaja. The film presents four interwoven narratives that 

examines the darker aspects of humanity. Each story showcases the intersecting themes of 
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gender, sexuality, and societal norms. In this research paper, the researcher investigates Shilpa, 

a trans womanôs journey defying the binaries of gender and sexuality. The film presents how 

Shilpa showcases her identity in front of her family and examines the attitudes of her parents, 

wife (Jyothi) and her child (Rasukutty) towards her newfound identity. The study employs 

intersectional lens to understand and explain the complexity in Shilpaôs life, and intersection 

with the world around her. The researcher argues that character of Shilpa sheds light on a 

complex queer sensation which not only overflows from the film but also pervades within the 

heterosexual-dominated Indian society outside the screen. Analysis demonstrates how narrative 

elements, visual attitudes, and music work together to guide viewers in empathizing with the 

character of Shilpa. This research paper also investigates the viewerôs acceptance, challenges, 

or rejection of the film by analyzing reviews on IMDb and Letterboxd. The analysis in this 

paper highlights the filmôs role in pushing the boundaries of mainstream cinema in India, 

contributing to a more inclusive representation of diverse gender identities and expressions in 

popular culture. 

Keywords: Queer films, Queer sensation, Intersectional theory, Online review, Film analysis. 
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In The Mirror of Words : Society, Race and Gender 

HARSHITA SHARMA, Research scholar, University Department of English,  Ranchi 

University, Jharkhand, India 

Abstract: 

Racism is a discriminatory practice based on race or ethnicity that manifests in social actions 

or political systems like apartheid that support discriminatory practices. Race and racism have 

long been pervasive in society and remain significant social concerns today. Literature provides 

profound insights into these complexities as a reflection of society. While the modern world 

faces challenges such as the environmental crisis, terrorism, poverty, and resource scarcity, 

discrimination continues to weaken society. Literature serves as a witness, informant, and 

advisor, ensuring generations are aware of societal fragility and ongoing crises like racism and 

gender equality. Discrimination runs deep within human consciousness, posing extreme 
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challenges to tolerance and acceptance. Embracing diversity remains a profound challenge, 

despite talk of fraternity and liberty. Throughout history, tribes and ethnic groups have fought 

for basic human rights, and literature serves as a powerful reminder of societyôs ethical and 

moral responsibilities. Amid racial bias and prejudice dominating headlines, literature offers 

hope through engagement. Through diverse voices and narratives, one can find resilience to 

continue fighting for equality and justice. Books provide the opportunity to explore and 

confront these crucial issues constructively. This article will delve into the works of Maurice 

Carlos Ruffin and Tara M. Stringfellow, shedding light on crucial issues within the framework 

of postcolonial theories of racism, gender, racial identity, and racial theory. It will explore how 

their works highlight the challenges faced by Black Americans due to their race, ethnicity, and 

gender. 

Keywords: Race, Gender, Society,  Literature,  Racial Theory. 
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Narrative of truths and untruths: Christopher Nolanôs Oppenheimer 

DR RAVNEET KAUR GROVER, Assistant Professor, Ramanujan College, University 

of Delhi, India 

Abstract: 

The existing oeuvre of filmmaker Christopher Nolan display a fascination with an array of 

subjects. In fictionalizing the life of American physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer, the narrative 

of the film oscillates between the story of the physicist and the subtexts of history and politics 

that surrounded World War II and cold war. Adapted on the book, American Prometheus by 

Bird Kai & Martin J. Sherwin, the film provides a tragic and personal narrative on 

Oppenheimer who became quintessential part of the rapidly changing scenario in both 

scientific and political space. From the onset of events such as Einsteinôs letter to President 

Roosevelt till Oppenheimerôs trials, the book is laden with the nuances of subjectivity in an 

obscure storytelling which Nolan further complicates with his narrative style.  The paper 

discusses the film as an artistic venture; a revisit to the memory of trauma, scientific genius 

and moral ethics in debate attached to the event of nuclear explosion in contemporary times. 

However, the paper will also take into account the third cinematic space which Nolan creates 

between a fiction and a biography. The aesthetic admiration of the protagonist, Oppenheimer 

is also essential part of the paper. The schemata of the narrative, trial-within-trial in which he 

is strategically placed refers constantly to the very character of time, which made the creation 
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of nuclear bomb a possibility- the paper investigates the nature of time which unfolds for the 

spectator along with Oppenheimerôs imaginings. In the intricate paradox of truths and untruths 

does the film simplify Oppenheimerôs guilt of having led the Manhattan Project or further 

compounds it, the paper seeks to engage in these realms. Finally, the paper will also investigate 

the impact of the film on the recent popular media engaging with nuclear arms race. 

Keywords: Oppenheimer, Christopher Nolan, Politics, Science, Nuclear Arms Race. 

Bio-note: 

Dr Ravneet Kaur Grover is an Assistant professor, teaching in the English Department of 
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Decoding Intersectional Feminism: A Comparative Study of Bamaôs 

Karukku and Alice Walkerôs The Colour Purple 

JAHANVI, Independent Researcher, Mahatma Gandhi Central University, Bihar, India 

Abstract: 

Gender equality is a term which is quite popular in the contemporary period. The 

transformative power of this right has been depicted in various works of literature by authors 

like Simone de Beauvoir, Virginia Woolf, Tony Morrison, Mahashweta Devi, Arundhati Roy, 

Anita Desai, Jhumpa Lahiri, Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie etc. These works have been studied 

and analysed under the umbrella term of Gender studies and Feminism. Intersectionality 

emerges as a pivotal theme within the literary realm which portrays the amalgamation of a 

personôs social and political identities to create different modes of discrimination and 

privileges. 

This abstract delves into the exploration of Intersectional Feminism within the 

comparative analysis of Bamaôs Karukku and Alice Walkerôs The Colour Purple. Both works 

take into account the factors apart from gender that would add to the plight of women. These 

works symbolise freedom, sense of belonging and identity. There is an effective relationship 

between language and identity as depicted by Bama and Alice Walker.  

This research paper aims to shed light on the subtle dynamics of gender stereotypes and 

cyclical nature of three-fold oppression. This paper endeavors to analyse the evolution of 

literary narratives in response to gender dynamics. This comparative study further aims to 

provide a comprehensive understanding of diverse perspectives. This will result in reflecting 

its relevance for present and future aspirations. 
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Keywords: Intersectional Feminism, Gender, Identity, Plight, Three-fold oppression. 
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Legal Reforms and Lunacy in Colonial India: Itôs representations in 

history and literature 

KYAMALIA BAIRAGYA, Assistant Professor, Turku Hansda Lapsa Hemram 

Mahavidyalay, Birbhum, India 

Abstract: 

The British were involved in the act of passing laws during their reign in colonial India. 

According to the laws passed in England, a lunatic was described as a person who had lost the 

use of reason either from grief or any other accident. England was already going through a 

practice of establishing asylums for the lunatics since the eighteenth century. The first mental 

hospital in India is recorded to have been established in 1600 by the East India Company. The 

first asylum in Bombay was established in 1745 and the second asylum was established in 

Calcutta in 1784. Besides this the passing of the Lunacy laws in England also necessitated the 

implementation of similar kind of laws for the lunatics in Colonial India as well. According to 

Waltraud Ernst, around 15- 20 lunatic asylums were built in British India by the late 1840s. 

However there was an introduction of Western psychiatry in the field of legal reforms for the 

lunatics in colonial India in the nineteenth century as well. The process behind the 

implementation of legal reforms talks about the colonizerôs attempts at regulating the body 

through various laws. The literary representation of lunacy in colonial India provides the social 

and other broader aspects of lunacy in a more complicated manner. This paper will try to 

analyze the various implications of the representation of legal reforms and lunacy in colonial 

India both in history and literature.  

Keywords: Lunatic, Asylums, Psychiatry, The Body, Lunacy. 
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