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Crisis in Pre-Modern Literature: From Boccaccio to Gryphius 

Prof Albrecht Classen 

Humankind has always gone through catastrophes, crises, epidemics, both past and present. 

Famines, the black death, wars, flooding, etc. have unfortunately always affected human 

societies. Poets have regularly responded to those, and offered insightful perspectives that 

deserve to be discussed, particularly in light of the latest global crisis, COVID-19. In my paper, 

I will examine Boccaccio’s Decameron (ca. 1350) and the sonnets by the Baroque poet 

Andreas Gryphius. Their works responded to different crises, but in both cases, we can observe 

significant contributions to how to come to terms with crises. 

 

Bio-note: 

Prof. Albrecht Classen is University Distinguished Professor of German Studies at the 

University of Arizona, Tucson. He has published currently 123 scholarly books on German and 

European medieval and early modern literature, most recently Wisdom from the European 

Middle Ages (2022), and The Secret in Medieval Literature (2022). He is the editor of the 

journals Mediaevistik and Humanities Open Access and serves on many different boards of 

international journals dedicated to the Humanities, literature, history, social studies, and art 

history. In 2004, he received the Bundesverdienstkreuz am Band (Order of Merit) from the 

German government, and he received the rank of University Distinguished Professor. In 2009, 

he received the Five Star Faculty Award. In 2012, he was awarded the Carnegie Foundation 

for the Advancement of Teaching Arizona Professor of the Year Award. In 2017, he was given 

the rank of Grand Knight Commander of the Most Noble Order of the Three Lions (GKCL), 

and in 2022 he received the award of Honorary Member of the American Association of 

Teachers of German. In 2022, he received a Fulbright to do research and teach at Cairo 

University, Egypt. He is an affiliate faculty member of Honors College, of Judaic Studies, 

Religious Studies, the Institute for LGBT Studies, and of ALTA, all University of Arizona. He 

has taught both in his home department and in the General Education program, he has regularly 

taught Honors colloquia and Humanities Seminars. He serves on the board of the Arizona 

Humanities, and currently on the DAC in COH. He is also an accomplished poet (10 vols. 

currently) and author of essays and satires (4 vols. currently). In that capacity, he serves as the 

president of the Society for Contemporary American Literature in German (SCALG) and is an 

honorary member of the PEN organization for writers abroad. Since 2004, he has taken students 

on Summer Study Abroad programs in medieval Europe, and he has reached out to hundreds 

of high school students taking German in the entire state of Arizona. He is also the president 
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of the AZ chapter of the American Association of Teachers of German, and has served on many 

different boards of state and national organizations. 

Crisis and Diaspora: Exploring Transnational Identities 

 

Prof Smita Mathur 

 

  

This presentation explores the emergence and transformations of transnational identity within 

diaspora communities. We will explore the trauma associated with acculturation leading to 

identity development associated with assimilation, isolation, integration, and marginalization. 

We will then discuss various adaptive pathways to lead healthy, integrated life within the 

diaspora. In an increasingly interconnected world, the dispersion of populations, communities, 

and individuals from their ancestral communities to various parts of the world is commonplace. 

The dispersion has led to the emergence and transformation of transnational identities within 

diaspora communities. The forces that drive the dispersion are often forced or voluntary. 

However, in both instances, leaving the culture of origin brings turbulence to one's sense of 

belonging and identity.  

 

One fundamental aspect of transnational identities is the notion of dual or multiple allegiances. 

Individuals and communities feel compelled to simultaneously hold on to their home culture, 

traditions, beliefs, and practices while embracing contradictory beliefs and practices of the host 

culture. While this duality can lead to rich cultural exchange, it can also be fraught with 

challenges and conflict. Additionally, language plays an important role in shaping transnational 

identities within diasporic communities. Bilingualism or multilingualism allows members of a 

diaspora to navigate multiple identities. Language assists in maintaining cultural continuity 

while embracing new identities.   

 

As individuals and communities navigate the challenges of the diaspora, individuals forge new 

identities that bridge multiple cultures, leading to a complex web of belonging, displacement, 

alienation, issues of authenticity, identity ambiguity, and finally, an identity crisis.  

 

Bio-note: 

Prof Smita Mathur is an Associate Professor, Department of Early, Elementary, & Reading 

Education, College of Education, James Madison University, Virginia. 
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Crisis in the Pedagogy of English Literature in the Postcolonial Condition: 

Exploring the Decolonial Options 

Dr Arzuman Ara 

“Crisis” is a register that has been often seen as a vexing term for the academicians, particularly 

in the field of Humanities. The colonial interventions brought in changes which are now often 

contested including modern forms of education through English literature which are 

predominantly “Eurocentric” and “White supremacist”. Industrialization and technocratic 

rationality have infiltrated the pedagogy of Humanities. Globalization is another force added 

to these.  

As a result, the pedagogy of Humanities is facing challenges as it has to move away 

from the accepted norms and forms which can be seen as “crisis of deviation.” Educated in a 

colonialist manner through a “banking model of education”, the human subjects are 

“normalized” and “disciplined” and often becoming “techno-coolies”. This is particularly true 

in the pedagogy of English literature as well.  

English literature was introduced in India as a means to the colonial imperialistic 

agenda which lead to socio-cultural “hybridization” and “mimicry”. The quest now is to look 

for decolonial options. Critical pedagogy for “conscientization” of Paulo Freire, Gandhian 

“Sarvodaya” for “Swaraj” etc., can be employed as decolonial options. 

This presentation would be a qualitative study of explore how the pedagogy of English 

literature is facing a crisis in the postcolonial condition and what would be the possible 

decolonial options. 

Bio-note:  

Arzuman Ara is an Associate Professor in the English and Foreign Languages University, 

Shillong campus. She was a visiting faculty at Oakton Community College, USA, North 

Eastern Hill University, Shillong, NERIE-NCERT, Shillong campus. Her writings are 

published in India and abroad on Literature, Film, Culture Studies and language pedagogy. She 

writes poetry and also translates them. Her translation of Imtiaz Mahmud’s Maxim is published 

from Bangladesh. Her upcoming publication includes an English translation of Imtiaz 

Mahmud’s poetry collection Kalo Kautuk, an authored volume on Critical Pedagogy and 

English Studies in India, edited volume on Visual Cultures of India. She has co-edited Indian 

Narrative Traditions and Narrative Cultures of Northeast India and edited two volumes on 
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Revisiting Partition and Sarita Sutrakatha: Riverine Cultures in Indian Narratives. She has 

produced course study-materials for different academic institutions etc. She is the recipient of 

Barkakati Journalism award 2004.  

Beyond the Humanities: An Interdisciplinary Approach 

Prof. Smita Jha 

The Humanities Are Dead!  Long Live the Humanities! (Larry Andrews, Kent State University) 

–I would like to start with this quote because in this post-modernistic age Humanities are 

having several experimentations in the name of interdisciplinary research.  It goes without 

saying that arts and humanities are on their path of an interdisciplinary approach. This turn is 

an outcome to two challenges: the commercialization of universities in the twenty-first century 

and the effect of postmodernism which is rampant in society. In order to understand this twist, 

it is quite profitable to analyse the path: how disciplines and interdisciplinarity emerged, and 

the subsequent collision - and complementarity- between them. In response to this disciplinary 

hegemony, the concept of “interdisciplinarity,” referring to knowledge and its production, 

emerged in the early twentieth century, with identifiable interdisciplinary movements and 

programs. Initially, interdisciplinarity was marked by a nostalgic search for a lost “golden age” 

of unified, holistic knowledge (Klein 1990, pp. 12, 19). This interdisciplinary research is 

having a cross-cultural approach in its orientation being the inclusion of the studies of cast and 

creed, Tribes, Environmental impacts on society and other related issues. The pertinent 

question is: why does humanities need to cross its boundaries?  Literature is all pervasive, 

therefore, humanities has its access on all human and non-human concerns.  

It is against this background that I propose to discuss the relevance of Humanities and 

the upcoming interdisciplinary researches today.  

Bio-note:  

Dr. Smita Jha is currently working as Professor of  English, Department of Humanities & 

Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology, Roorkee. She has completed her Ph.D. & 

PGDTE(Post-Graduate Diploma in Teaching English) from CIEFL(Central Institute of English 

& Foreign Languages), Hyderabad. She has published more than 80 papers in refereed Journals 

of literature like Routledge, SAGE, OUP. She has been shortlisted for Fulbright Nehru 

Fellowship in 2013 while she got fellowship from British Columbia in 2009. She has also been 

shortlisted for Advanced Study center Shimla fellowship in 2011.She received the prestigious 

Indo-Canadian Shastri fellowship in 2019. She has six books to her credit while two books are 

yet to be published. Recently one of her books got published by Bloomsbury Publication, 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 

in Humanities in collaboration with the Department of English, Central 

University of Rajasthan (CURaj), India Presents 4th International e-

Conference  

on 

Exploring Crisis in Literary and Cultural Studies 

Date: 19.10.2023 - 20.10.2023            Time: 11.30 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME OF RESOURCE PERSONS 
India.She has supervised 15 Ph.D. candidates so far on various topics like Indian Partition, 

Women Studies, Interdisciplinary Studies, British Literature, Forensic science and 

criminology, Diaspora etc. She has supervised candidates of Interdisciplinary and presently 

working on Medical Humanities. She has attended more than 80 International Conferences and 

chaired the session in the USA and Spain. She conducted GIAN, MHRD, in association with 

Texas University, Texas, USA, IN 2017. It is her credential that she has organized a two day 

national seminar in association with Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi, and Ministry of Culture, 

New Delhi. Her research interests include Indian Writing in English, Commonwealth 

Literature, Diasporic literature, Linguistics & ELT, Postcolonial writings, Contemporary 

Literary theories and Gender and Cultural Studies. She has organized a number of workshops 

& symposiums on the topics like Translation in Post-Colonial India, Research Methodology, 

Sociolinguistics, Diaspora, Women Novelists.  

Apocalypse Intelligence? Is AI really and existential threat to the Arts and 

Humanities? 

Prof Claire Warwick 

The discourse surrounding AI is replete with apocalyptic images, evocative of chaos and 

disaster. The emergence of generative AI bots such as GPT4 and Artiphoria has created an 

abundance of both hype and anxiety. Articles now appear almost daily, questioning the status 

of creativity and perhaps of humanity itself in a world dominated by AI. If AI can write songs 

and articles and create artworks, they ask, what is the future for the arts and tangible heritage? 

In a digital world, what is the future for cultural heritage and our ability to preserve and interact 

physical artefacts? Such questions seem to serve only to deepen concerns about the crisis of 

the humanities. 

This paper will discuss such questions, arguing that far from making physical 

engagement with cultural heritage and the arts redundant, the rise of AI may instead imbue 

them with new value. Interaction with physical objects, especially in social settings, will 

become even more precious to us, because they evoke emotional responses in a way that digital 

interactions currently do not, and perhaps never will. I will argue that while artificial, AI should 

not yet be deemed apocalyptic. 

 

Bio-note: 

Prof Claire Warwick is a Professor of Digital Humanities in the Department of English at 

Durham University, having been Pro-Vice-Chancellor: Research 2014- 2019. Before coming 

to Durham she was Head of UCL Department of Information Studies, and director of the UCL 
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Centre for Digital Humanities, and began her academic career as a lecturer at Sheffield 

University’s iSchool. Her PhD, from Cambridge, was in English Literature, followed by a 

postdoctoral position at Oxford University’s Humanities Computing Unit and Faculty of 

English. 

Is the Future Childless?: Pregnancy and Motherhood in Recent American 

Cli-Fi 

Dr Sreejata Paul 

Climate fiction, a subgenre of science fiction that has gained phenomenal popularity in the 

twenty-first century, centralizes rising global temperatures, changing weather patterns, and 

endangerment of species, including our own. It is especially well-positioned to capture parallels 

between the treatment of certain natural resources as economically valuable against the 

protection of nature itself as unprofitable, and an unreservedly commendatory discourse of 

motherhood against increasingly dogmatic legal measures that limit women’s reproductive 

control. Focusing on three American cli-fi titles published in the past ten years (Edan Lepucki’s 

California, 2014; Diane Cook’s The New Wilderness, 2020; and Sarah Blake’s Clean Air, 

2022), this paper outlines their portrayal of maternal anxiety and imperfect motherhood to 

explore the shifting and ambivalent relations between heteronormative reproductive futurity 

and a more egalitarian ecocentric futurity. While the former pivots around fetal personhood 

and dynastic continuity, the latter emerges from the ‘shock of the Anthropocene’ (Bonneuil 

and Fressoz) and resulting reconfigurations of the ‘ecological family romance’ (Ursula Heise). 

The paper thereby endorses birthing and childrearing as elective prototypes that can overturn 

pro-life conservatism and help conceptualize affinitive ecological selves better prepared to face 

climate catastrophes. Finally, it interrogates whether framing ecological crises through 

maternal rhetoric renders the issue an ethical rather than a political one, calling for individual 

accountability as opposed to collective action. 

Bio-note: 

Dr Sreejata Paul is an Assistant Professor of English at Shiv Nadar Institution of Eminence, 

Delhi-NCR, India. Her research and writing largely revolve around utopian and science fiction, 

gendered Muslim selves and intellectual networks, women-centric Bollywood cinema, and 

South Asian content on OTT platforms. 

 

 



NEW LITERARIA- An International Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies 

in Humanities in collaboration with the Department of English, Central 

University of Rajasthan (CURaj), India Presents 4th International e-

Conference  

on 

Exploring Crisis in Literary and Cultural Studies 

Date: 19.10.2023 - 20.10.2023            Time: 11.30 AM (IST)  
 

ABSTRACT VOLUME OF RESOURCE PERSONS 
The Culture of a University: Attitude Towards Race and Inclusivity 

Prof Moumin Quazi 

In my presentation, I detail the culture of my university through the years, regarding its attitude 

toward race and inclusivity. I examine three touchstone examples from the last fifteen years, 

including a look at the university’s “spirit organization” and how it has evolved from a 

replication of the Ku Klux Klan’s modus operandi to becoming a clownish yet still anonymous 

and secretive spirit squad. I also reveal the repair the university had to undergo to its reputation 

after a party during a federal holiday celebrating the late Martin Luther King, Jr. during which 

students dressed as stereotypes of African-Americans throughout U.S. history. Finally, I 

examine the university’s response to a play by Terrence McNally (Corpus Christi), which 

brought national attention to the campus regarding the campus’s response to homophobia. 

  

I will then show how the university has made infrastructural changes to combat racism, 

bigotry, and opposition to the concept of “diversity, equity, and inclusion,” which has revealed 

an existential and cultural crisis not just in the State of Texas but throughout the United States 

of America, in its blanket antagonism to “wokism.” Ultimately, this crisis affects the college 

classroom (and the learning experience from pre-K thru 12, as well) and how 

professors/teachers approach their curriculum, pedagogy, and assessment techniques and 

approaches. From censorship to book-banning to meddling with what can and can’t be taught 

in the classroom, especially in cultural studies programs and classes, this trend is especially 

disconcerting. My university’s past handling of these matters has been very much based on 

image-maintenance, whereas the current administration has found creative ways to effectively 

combat the crypto- and overt racism/bigotry/white supremacy making itself more publicly 

visible in Texas and beyond. 

 

Bio-note: 

Moumin Quazi, Professor of English at Tarleton State University, earned his Ph.D. at the 

University of North Texas. He also has a Master of Biblical Studies degree and a Bachelor of 

Fine Arts in Radio/TV/Film. He is active in his profession as a teacher, scholar, and community 

servant. He edits two journals, a book series for Peter Lang Publishing (South Asian Literature, 

Arts, and Culture Studies), and has been widely published. He authored a book of poetry and 

fiction, Migratory Words, published by Lamar University Literary Press in 2016. He has 

recently been awarded the international South Asian Literary Association’s Distinguished 

Achievement Award and the College English Association Professional Achievement Award. 

He’s a professional musician and hosts a weekly radio show, “The Beatles and Beyond.” 
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Collecting and Museumizing Religious Sculptures: 19th century Museums 

in South Asia 

Prof Salila Kulshreshtha 

The 19th century is a significant interlude in the history of South Asia when European travelers 

and officers of the English East Indian company explored different parts of the subcontinent, 

documented its historical remains, carried out amateur archaeological excavations and made 

collections of archaeological artifacts. A particular focus was on collecting religious sculptures 

and architectural fragments. These colonial collections were later moved into museums and art 

galleries where they were scientifically classified and organized within orientalist tropes, then 

exhibited and disseminated to a wider public. Many of these museum and curatorial practices 

continue to be used even in the present day. By critically examining current day museum and 

curatorial practices, this presentation will raise possible strategies for reframing museum 

narratives and decolonizing museum practices. 

Bio-note: 

Salila Kulshreshtha is a Visiting Assistant Professor of History and Art and Art History at New 

York University Abu Dhabi. She received her PhD in History from the Centre for Historical 

Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. Salila has been a Shivdasani Fellow at the 

Oxford Centre of Hindu Studies (OCHS), University of Oxford (2018). She has taught at 

undergraduate levels in India and the USA. Salila has also worked as the Assistant Keeper at 

the Dr. Bhau Daji Lad Mumbai City Museum, Mumbai and on issues of urban heritage and 

heritage education with the Indian National Trust for Art and Cultural Heritage (INTACH). 

Salila is the author of the book, From Temple to Museum: Colonial Collection and Uma 

Mahesvara Icon in Middle Ganga Valley (Routledge: 2018). She has recently co-edited The 

Routledge Handbook of Hindu Temples (Routledge: 2023). Salila's research interests include 

religious iconography and temple spaces in South Asia, colonial archeology, history of 

museums, material culture and religious history of the Indian Ocean. Her current research 

project studies shrines and ancient sailing routes in the western Indian Ocean. 

 


