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Abstract 

Vladimir Serggevich Soloviev (1853-1900) is widely considered the greatest philosopher in 

Russian history. His thought, which attempts to synthesize the various currents in the Western 

philosophical tradition with Christian theology and with the natural sciences, finds its highest 

point in the concept of Godmanhood (Bogochelovechestvo). In the final decade of his life, 

when the works of Friedrich Nietzsche start gaining popularity in the Russian Empire, Soloviev 

has the opportunity to confront the German philosopher’s theories on the Superman with his 

own view of human self-transcendence. My paper shall argue that Soloviev’s reading of 

Nietzsche may  be a valid starting point in order to evaluate our theories concerning the future 

of mankind, and of human self-perception. This will take into account the recent rise in 

popularity of the so called Posthuman philosophies, such as transhumanism, genhumanism and 

critical posthumanism. These philosophies are in general strongly indebted to Nietzsche’s view 

of the Superman, which is often a point of departure to challenge the anthropocentrism that is 

still present at every level of human discourse. However, Soloviev argues that Nietzsche’s  

Ubermensch is not different from what the Antichrist represents in Christian theology, namely  

a symbol of false transcendence that ends up lowering human dignity and preventing any real  

self-overcoming. If we take into account Soloviev’s view, we will discover that it is possible  

to construct a philosophy of human self transcendence that is more receptive to the Christian  

religious tradition than what Nietzsche’s explicitly anti-Christian theory has to offer.  
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