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Abstract

As artificial intelligence increasingly mediates how societies anticipate and respond to crises,
it becomes essential to interrogate the narratives that shape these systems. This paper examines
how American cultural imaginaries, particularly those rooted in science fiction, influence the
design, deployment, and ethical orientation of Al systems under conditions of uncertainty.

Contemporary Al models do not operate in a vacuum. While trained on massive
datasets, their development is deeply intertwined with techno-political narratives, often drawn
from speculative fiction. These imaginaries provide more than entertainment; they function as
algorithmic blueprints for how Al is expected to act in moments of systemic breakdown,
whether pandemics, civil unrest, ecological collapse, or extraterrestrial encounters. From
predictive policing software echoing dystopian surveillance tropes to military Al guided by
threat models inspired by science-fiction war games, American Al increasingly performs crisis
as cultural performance.

Drawing on case studies such as LLMs simulating post-apocalyptic scenarios and
public discourse around “rogue AL” shaped by decades of media tropes, the author explores
how science fiction functions as an informal training ground for algorithms and their creators.
This raises urgent ethical questions: What futures are we coding into our machines? Whose
crises are being centered, and whose are omitted? Can speculative narratives be reclaimed not
only as mirrors of fear, but as ethical sandboxes for designing more pluralistic and humane Al
futures?

This paper proposes a critical framework for understanding algorithmic imagination
and argues that we must reckon not just with what our technologies do but with what they have
been taught to expect.
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