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Abstract

In a world of injustice and inequality, envisioning a better world gains importance. The crisis
we face today has alerted us to our subsequent responsibility, which involves a dismantling of
the vertical hierarchies of dominance and dwell in horizontal interconnectedness. Interventions
in literary disciplines constantly alert us to these crises, simultaneously giving us an impetus to
hope for and build a better future. One such intervention is the rise of Dalit discourse in
literature. The emergence of Dalit literature is a remarkable example of addressing inequalities
and fostering solidarities. In imagining futures through this literature, the emerging genre of
speculative fiction serves as an important point of enquiry.

What role does caste play in imagining a better future? What are the aesthetics and
ethics of Dalit speculative fiction in the context of future becomings? Guided by these
questions, in my paper, I will work closely with the stories in the recent anthology, The Blaft
Book of Anti-Caste SF (2024). The stories in this anthology are powerful tools for critical
reflections concerning the worlds and their hierarchical oppressive systems. Through this
paper, I intend to analyse how speculation becomes a political gesture in anti-caste thought,
whose aesthetics, unfurled in the immediate, are seeped in the possibilities of an inclusive and
just world, a world yet to come. I am interested in exploring the utopian consciousness in anti-
caste speculative fiction, which moves away from escapism and stays grounded in reality.
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