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Abstract

The need to imagine a just and viable future has never been more urgent in a world thriving on
the edge of technological upheaval, ecological disturbance and socio-political fragmentation.
In the era of crisis, the role of knowledge, creativity and selfhood must be reimagined not
merely as accumulation or recreation but as transformation. The present paper explores the
narrative and interdisciplinary inquiry through the amalgamation of science and fiction in
Arthur C. Clarke’s novel Childhood’s End (1953). The novel offers a powerful speculative lens
through which to address these concerns, which compel to ponder over the future possibilities
and our preparedness, socially and culturally. The paper highlights the novel’s vision of
development and spiritual transcendence as a metaphor for our current predicament. Arthur’s
narrative of a humanity demands a society driven by wisdom, ethics, intuition, creativity and
existence of cosmic relevance. The paper suggests that knowledge and creativity can become
a catalyst for transcendence from the catastrophe of the world we are creating for ourselves.
The work ultimately explores the role of knowledge and creativity to bridge science, story and
self to suggest the ethics of development that is humanitarian, humble and sustainable attuned
to the sacredness of the earth and shared destiny of its beings.
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