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Abstract

Speculative fiction gets its name from imagining a future shaped by technological progress.
However, instead of assisting humanity, technology has often led to authoritarian rule and
moral decay. This paper analyses Ray Bradbury’s The Veldt (1950) and Joseph Paul Haines’s
Ten with a Flag (2006) to delve deeper into how automation can subvert socially accepted
ethical and moral standards. Both stories undermine a dystopian crisis where technology
becomes a living entity by itself, gradually eroding individual autonomy and reconfiguring the
family and social order.

In The Veldt, Bradbury examines moral collapse through the disintegration of family
values, where domestic automation renders adults helpless and empowers children through
technological excess. Haines’s Ten with a Flag extrapolates technological advancement into a
near-future where the state’s algorithmic social ranking reduces humans to statistical data. It
presents a scenario legitimised by implementing eugenic regulation and control in the name of
national quality control. These stories together highlight a continuous thread of concerns about
overpowering technological advancement, where the human race involuntarily transfers the
reins of moral and ethical codes of society into the hands of technology.

The paper argues that these dystopian visions not only explore contemporary debates
on artificial intelligence, surveillance, and bioethics but also highlight the dangers of entrusting
moral judgment to mechanical systems that lack human empathy. By placing these texts within
the contexts of dystopian literary criticism, the paper demonstrates how speculative fiction
issues a warning not only about future possibilities but also about how the seeds are being sown
in the present. Ultimately, the analysis underscores how the dystopian genre, combined with
some hard-hitting speculative fiction, serves as a warning of the worst possible scenarios for
testing the fragile boundary between human agency and machine governance, urging us to
reinstate ethical responsibility in an era of accelerating automation.
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