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Abstract

The present geological era, known as the Anthropocene, is marked by the unprecedented crisis
of fossil fuels, especially petroleum, due to the dwindling oil reserves around the world. The
petro-capitalist America, which cannot sustain its modernity without a huge supply of crude
petroleum, has now been engaged in various oil-wars in African, Arabian and Latin American
countries for quenching its thirst for fuel. Oil-producing countries like Nigeria, Venezuela,
Iran, etc. which once enjoyed the oil boom, thus, are now suffering from American petro-
colonial aggression for the control of oil reserves. Suzanne Weyn’s Empty (2010) is a poignant
expression of the breakdown of American petro-culture due to the scarcity of oil, a non-
renewable resource. The novel represents how the American towns—Sage Valley and Marietta—
suffer from blackouts, quarantine, food shortage and violence caused by oil crisis after being
hit by the super-hurricane OscPearl, an effect of global warming. Michael Watt’s idea of
“petro-violence” becomes relevant in this context as throughout the novel we find a journalistic
description of the armed conflict between America and Venezuela for the possession of what
oil is left beneath the earth’s surface. This paper focuses on the fictional representation of
precarious lives and manifold vulnerabilities of the people of America amid energy crisis by
reading the novel from the major perspectives of Petrocriticism. It also focuses on how the
novel indicates the necessary energy transition from fossil fuels to renewable energy resources
like biofuels, solar energy and wind power for a sustainable future.
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