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Abstract 

The River of Stories (1994) by Orijit Sen is based on Rewa Andolan, a fictional people’s 

movement closely based on the Narmada Bachao Andolan. The graphic novel blends two 

distinct modes of narration, namely, the realistic and the mythical. The realistic portrayal of the 

protest staged by locals against the construction of the dam is interspersed with the narrative 

of the mythical folk singer Malgu Gayan, who tells the myth of Creation, explaining the 

relationship of the inhabitants of the village and the river Rewa. Ben Holgate (2019), in the 

book Climate and Crises: Magical Realism as Environmental Discourse, argues that 

environmental literature and magic realist fiction have a long history of overlap. He contends 

that both are characterised by a rejection of colonial values and dominant epistemologies along 

with a transgression of binaries, such as human and non-human; animate and inanimate, etc. 

The current paper extends this argument to Sen’s The River of Stories and argues that myth and 

magic realism- both the modes that do not conform to the European realist novel- act as a 

medium of resistance in the text.  Literary realism can also be traced to the same positivist 

philosophy that reduces knowledge to reasoning or empirical evidence and rules out all other 

culture-specific modes of perception and understanding. The paper is based on Holgate’s 

framework and examines the novel for specific elements that offer an alternative to the 

dominant understanding of development as well as that of the representation of environmental 

crises. 
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